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What good might ſeamen get, if once they were ; 
But heavenly minded ? If they could but fteer 
The chriſtian's courſe, the ſoul might then enjoy 
Sweet peace, they might like ſeas o'crflow with joy. 
Were God, our all, how would our comforts double 
Upon us ! thus the ſeas of all our trouble 
Would be divinely ſweet :- men ſhould endeavour. 
To ſee God now, and be with him forever. | 
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TO ALL 


Maſters, Mariners, and Seamen. 


SIRS, ; | 
|| FIND it ſtoryed of Anacher/is, that when fone 


aſked him, whether the living or the dead 
were more ? He returned, this anſwer, You muſt 
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l tell me (faith be) or 0bich number I muſt place 


$1 ſeamen ; intimating thereby, that ſeamen are as it 
were, a third ſort of perſons, to be numbered neith- 

er with the living nor the dead 5 their lives hang- 

ing continually in ſuſpence befote them. Arid it 

was anciently. accounted the - moſt deſperate em- 
ployment, and they little better than loſt men that 

uled the ſeas. Through all my. life [/airh 4X 

tote) three things do eſpecially repent me: Firſt, 


| 
|; 
That ever I revealed a ſecret to a woman. Second- 
ly, That ever 1 remained one day without a will. 

| Thirdly, That ever I went to any place by ſea, | 

= * whether 1 might have gone by land. Nothing { 
= (ſaith another } is more miſerable, than to ſee a vir- \ 
tuous and worthy. perſon upon the ſea.” And al- E 
though cuſtom, and the great improvement of, the C 
art of navigation, have made it leſs formidable now, e 
yet you are no further from death than you are from d 
the waters, which is but a remove of two or three h 
inches. Now you that border fo nigh upon the t 
confines of death and eternity every moment, may e 
well be ſuppoled to be men ot ſingular piety and le 
ſerious: for nothing compoſes the heart more to n. 
ſuch a frame, than the lively apptehenſions of eter- tt 
nity do: and none have greater external advanta- in 
ges for that, than you have. But alas! for the er 
generality, What ſort of men are more ungodly, A 
and ſtupidly inſenſible of eternal concernments? th 
Living for the moſt part, as if they had made a We 
covenant with death, and with hell were at an a- T 
greement. It was an ancient ſaying. Qui neſcit ex 
orare, diſcat navigare,” He that knows not how it 
to pray, let him go to ſea. But we may ſay now, {ec 
(alas, that we may ſay ſo in times of greater hght) th 
He that would learn to be profane, to drink, and ne 
twear, and diſhonour God, let him go to ſea. s WO 
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for prayer, it is a rare 8 ſeamen, they 


count that a needleſs buſineſs : they ſee the 
prophane and vile delivered as well as others; 
and therefore, What profit 1s there if they pray un- 
to him ? Mal. 3. 4. As Iremember, I have read 
of a profane ſoldier, who was heard ſwearing, though 
he ſtood in a place of great danger; and when one 
that ſtood by him warned him, ſaying, Fellow- 
ſoldier, do not ſwear, the bullets flie ;” he anſwer⸗- 
ed © They that ſwear come off as well as they that 
pray.“ Soon after a ſhot hit him and down he fell. 
Plato diligently admonithed all men to avoid the 
ſea ; „For \faith he) it is the ſchool-maſter of all 
vice and diſhoneſty.“ Sirs ! it is a very fad conſid- 
eration to me, that you who float upon the great 
deeps, in whoſe bottom ſo many thouſand poor miſ- 
erable creatures he, whoſe ſins have ſunk them 
down not only into the bottom of the fea, but of 
hell alſo, whither divine vengeance bath purſued 


them: That you (I ſay) who daily float, and hov- 


er over them, and have. the roaring waves and bil- 
lows that ſwallowed them up, gaping for you at the 
next prey, ſhould be no more affected with theſe 
things. Oh what à terrible voice doth God utter 
in theſtorms ! «It breaks the ceders, ſhakes the wild- 
erneſs, makes the hinds to calye,” Pſa. xxix. 5, 
And can it not ſhake your hearts. This voice of 
the Lord is full of majeſty, but his voice in the 
word is more efficacious and powerful, Heb. iv. 12. 
To convince and rip up the heart. This word is 


. exalted above all his name. Pſa. cxxxviii. 3. And 


it it cannot awaken you, it is no wonder you remain 
{ecure and dead, when the Lord utters his voice in 

the moſt dreadful ſtorms and tempeſts. But it 
neither the voice of God uttered in his dreadtul 
works, or in his glorious goſpel, can effectually a- 
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waken and rouze, there is an Euroclidon, à fearful 
ſtorm coming, which will ſo awaken your ſouls, as 
that they ſhall never ſleep any more. Pſa. xii. 6, 
pon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and 
brimſtone, and an hgyrible tempeſt : This is the 
portion of their cup. You that have been at ſea 
in the moſt violent ſtorms, never felt ſuch a ſtorm 
as this, and the Lord grant you never may; no 
calm ſhall follow this Form. There are fome a- 
mong you, that, I am perſuaded, do truly fear that 
God in whoſe hand their life and breath is: Men 
that fear an oath, and are an honour to their pro- 
feſſion; who drive a trade for heaven, and are dili- 
gent to ſecure the happinels of their immortal ſouls, 
in the inſurance- office above: but for the generali- 
ty, alas ! they mind none of theſe things. How 
many of you are coaſting to and fro, from one 
country to another? But never think of that heav- 
enly country above, hor how you may get the mer- 
chandize thereof, which is better than the gold of 
Opbir. How oft do you tremble to ſee the foam- 
ing waves dance about you, and waſh over you? 


vet conſider not how terrible it will be to have all 


the waves and billows of God's wrath to go over 
your fouls, and that for ever. How glad are you, 
after you have been long toſſed upon the ocean, to 
deſcry land. And how yare and eagerly do you 
look out for it? Who yet never had your hearts 
warmed with the confideration of that joy which 
ſhall be among the ſaints, when they arrive at the 
heaveuly flrand, and ſet foot on the ſhore of glory. 

O Sirs ! I beg of you, it you have any regard to 
thoſe precious immortal fouls of yours, which are 
alt imbarqued for eternity, whether all winds blow 
chem, and will quickly be at their port of heaven 

zr hell, that vou will (eriouſſs mind thele things, 
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d learn to ſteer your courſe to heaven, and in- 
prove all winds (I mean opportunities and means) 
to waft you thither. * 5 

Here you venture life and liberty, run through 
many difficulties and dangers, and all to compaſs a 


periſhing treaſure; yet how often do you return 


diſappointed in your deſigns? Or if not, yet it is 


but a fading ſhort-lived inheritance, which like the 


flowing tide, for a little while, covers the ſhore, and 


then returns, and leaves it  nake& and dry again: 
And are not everlaſting treaſures worth venturing 
for? Good ſouls, be wiſe for eternity: I here pre- 
ſent you with the fruit of a few ſpare hours, redeem- 
ed for your ſakes, from my other ſtudies and em- 
ployments, which I have put into a new dreſs and 
mode. I have endeavoured to clothe ſpiritual matters 
in your own dialect and phraſes, that they might be 
the more intelligible to you ; and added ſome pious 
poems, with which the ſeveral chapters are con- 
cluded, trying by all means to affault your ſeveral 


affections, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 10 catch you wwith 


guile, I can fay nothing of it; I know it cannot 
be without its manifold imperfections, ſince I am 
conſcious of ſo many in myſelf : Only this I will 
adventure to ſay of it, That how defective or emp- 
ty ſoever it be in other reſpects, yet it is ſtuffed and 
filled with much true love to, and earneſt deſires 
after the ſalvation and proſperity of your ſouls: 
And for the other defects that attend it, I have 
only two things to offer, in way of excule : It is 

the firſt eflay that ever I made in this kind, where- 
in I bad no precedent : And it was haſtened, for 
your fakes, too ſoon out of my hands, that it might 
be ready to wait upon ou, when you undertake 
your next voyage; ſo that I could not reviſe and 
poliſh it, Nor indeed was I ſollicitous above the 
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ſtile, I conſider, I write not for critical and learned 
perſons : My deſign is not to pleaſe your fancies 
any further than I might thereby get any advan- 
tage to profit your foul I wilt not once queſtion 
your welcome reception. of it : If God ſhall bleſs 


theſe meditations to the converſion of any one a- 


mong you, you will be the gainers, and my 
heart ſhall rejoice, eveh mine, How comfortably 
ſhould we ſhake hands with you, when you go a- 
broad, were we perſwaded your ſouls were intereſt- 
ed in Chriſt, and ſecured from periſhing, in the 
new covenant ? What life would it put into our 
prayers for you, when you are abroad, to think 
that Jeſus Chriſt is interceedipg for you in heaven, 
whilſt we are your remembrancers here on earth ? 
How quiet would our hearts be when your are a- 
broad in ſtorms ; did we know you had a ſpecial 
- Intereſt in him whom winds and ſeas obey ? To 
conclude, what joy would it be to your godly rela- 
tions, to ſee you return new creatures ? Doubtleſs 
more than f you came home laden with the riches 
of both Tndtes. 4885 
Come, Sirs ! ſet the heavenly Jeruſalem upon the 
point of your new Compaſs ; make all the fail you 
can for it; and the Lord give you a 8 
gale, and a fafe arrival in that land of re 


So prays 


Your moſt Affectionate Friend 
ts ſerve you in Soul- Conceruments. 


JOHN FLAVEL, 
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Rev. in Cbriſto Pat. 

Ex. ad. Lamb. D. Gith. de Archiepiſc. 
Dec. 14, 1663. Cant. a Sac. Domeſt. 
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—Ix6etnt0vs SEXAMAN. 
T pe art of navigation, by which Iſlands el: 


pecially are enriched, and preſerved in fafe- 


works of God in the great deep, and foreign na- 
tions are moſt delightfully and fully beheld, &c. 1 
an art of exquiſite excellency, ingenuity, rarity, and 
mirability : But the Art of Spiritual Navigation 1 
the art of arts. It is a gallant thing to be able t 
carry a ſhip richly laden round the world: But | 
is much more gallant to carry a foul (that ric 
loading, a pearl of more worth than all the mer 
chandiſe of the world) in a.body (that is liable t. 
leaks and bruiſes as any ſhip is) through the ſea 
this world (which is as unſtable as water, and haty 
the ſame briniſh taſte and ſalt guſt which the wal 
ers of the ſea have) ſafe to heaven (the beſt haven 
ſo as toavoid ſplitting upon any ſoul ſinking rocks, ol 
ſtriking upon any ſoul drowning ſands. The art of n 
tural navigation is a very great myſtery ; but the a 
of ſpiritual navigation is by much a greater myſte! 
Human wiſdom may teach us to carry a ſhip! 
the Judies ; but the wiſdom only that is fro 
above can teach us to ſteer our courſe arig 
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ly of divine revetation. The trath'is;: divinity. (the 
dectrine of living, to God) is nothing . elfe: Fut: the 
art 'of ſoul· navigation, revealed frony heaven. A 
meer man can carry a ſhip: to any deſired port in 


all the world; but no meer man can carry a ſoul to 
heaven. He m̃uſt be a faint, he muſt be a divine 
{to all ſaints are) that can be a pilot to carry a 
ſoul to the fair hayen in Emamal land. The art 
ot natural navigation is wonderfully improved ſince 
the coming of Chriſt, before. which time (if there 
be truth in Hiory) the uſe: of the /cadione was nev- 
er known in the world; and before the virtue of 

that was revealed unto the mariner, it is unſpeaka- 
ble with what uncertain wandrings ſeamen floated 
here and there, rather than ' failed the right and 
direct way. Sute I am, the art of ſpiritual naviga> 
tion is wonderfully improved ſince the coming of 
Chriſt: it oweth its cleareſt and fulleſt diſcovery to 
the coming of Chriſt, This art of arts is now per- 
fectly revealed in the Scriptures' of the Old and 
New Teſtament; but the rules thereof are diſperſ- 
ed up and down therein. The collecting and 


methodizing of the ſame, cannot but be a work 


very uſeſnl unto ſouls: Though when all is done, 
there is an abſolute neceſſity ot the teachings of the 
Spirit, and of the anointing that is from above, to 
make ſouls: arliſts in ſailing heavenward, The in+ 
genious author of the . Chriſtian's Compaſs, or - the 
Mariners Companion, makes three parts of this art 
(as the ſchool men of divinity, viz. Speculative, 
Practical, and Afectionate. The principal things 
neceſſary to be known by a ſpiritual ſeaman, in or- 
der to the ſteering rightly and ſaſely to the port of 
happineſs, he reduceth to four heads, anſwerable to 
the four general points of the Compaſs; making 


1 . Epiſtle to Seamen. 


God our North-; Chrift our Eaſt, Holineſs our South, 
and Death our Weſt points. Concerning God, we | 
muſt know, 1. That he is, Heb. xi. 6. And that 
there is but one God, 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. 2. That 
this God is that ſupreme good, in the enjoyment 
of whom all true happineſs lies. Pſa. iv. 6, 7. 
| Mat. v. 8, 18, 20. 3. That (life eternal lying 
4 in God, and he being incomprehenſible and incon- 
1 ceivable in eſſence, as being a Spirit) our beſt way 
= to eye him is in his attributes, Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6, | 
| 7. And work, Rom, i. 20, And eſpecially in 
his Son, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 4. I hat as God is a Spirit, 
fo our chiefeſt, yea, only way of knowing, enjoying, 
ſerving, and walking with bim, is in the ſpirit like- 
wiſe, John iv. 24. Concerning Chriſt we muſt 
| know,'1. That he is the true Sun which ar:fethup- 
on the world, by which all are enlightned, John i. 
ix. Mal. ni. 2. Luke i. 78, 79. 2. That God | 
alone is in him, reconciling himſelf to the world, 
2 Cor. v. 19. 1 Cor. i. 30. John xiv. 6. 3. That 
Jeſus Chriſt is only made ours by the union and in- 
dwelling of himſelf in us through the ſpirit, 1. Cor. 
ii. 9, 10, and 6, 17. John xvi. 8, 9. 1 Cor. xii. 
3, 13. 4. That the way of the ſpirit's uniting us 
to Chriſt, is by an act of power on his part, and by 
an act of faith on our parts, John iii. 16. laſt 5, 29. 
h. iii. 17. Concerning holineſs, we muſt know, 
1. That whoever is in Chriſt is a new creature, 2 
Cor. v. 17. 1. Cor. vi. 11. 2. Holineſs, is the 
fouls higheſt luſtre, Exod; xv. 11. When we 
come to perfect ion in holineſs, then is our ſun at 
the height in us. 3. Holineſs, is Chriſt: filling the 
ſoul; Chriſt our ſun is at higheſt in our hearts, 
when they are moſt holy. 4. This holineſs is that 
which is directly oppoſite to fin -: fin eclipſes 
holineſs, and holineſs ſcatters ſin, Heb, vii. 26. 
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Phil. ii. oi 5. 2 Pet. iii. 11. Concerning death, 
we muſt know, 1. Death is certain: the ſun of 
our life will ſet in deatł; when bur days come 4 


bout to this weſtern-point, it will be night, Heb. 


ix. 27. Pla. xlxi. 7, 9, 2. If we die in our ſins 
out of Chriſt, we are undone forever, Job. viii. 24. 


Phil. i. 21. 3. Tt is our benighting to die, but it 


is not our annihilation, 1 Cor. xv. Rev. xx. 12. 
4. After death comes judgment ; all that die ſhall 
ariſe to be Judged, either for life or death the 
ſecond time, Heb. ix. 27. Mat. xxv. Heb. vt. 
2. Theſe four heads, and the particulars under 
them are as neceſſary to be known in ſpiritual na- 
vigation, as the four points of the compaſs are in 
natural navigation. The things which we ought 
to do, in order to our arrival to our happineſs, our 
author makes as many as there are points in the 
compafs. And for an help to memory, we may be- 
gin every particular with initial known letters on 
the points of the compaſs. 1. North. Never ftir 
or ſteer any courſe, but by light from God, Pla. 
exix. 105, Iſa. viii. 10. 2. N. b. E. Never 
enter upon any deſign, but ſuch as tends towards 
Chriſt, Acts x. 43. 3: N. N. E. Note nothing 
enviouſly, which thrives without God, Pſa; Ixxiif. 
12, 13, 4. N. E. b. N. Never enterprize not 
warrantable courſes, to procure any the moſt 
prized or conceited advantages, 1 Tim. vi- 9, 10. 
5. N. N. E. Now entertain the ſacred commands 
of God, if hereafter thou expect the ſovereign con- 
ſolations of God; Pſa. cxix. 48, 6. N. E. b. E. 


Never eſteem Egypt's treaſures ſo much, as for them 
to forſake the people of God, Heb. 11: 26. 7. 


E. N. E. Err not, Eſpecially in ſoul affairs, James 
1.16. 1 Tim. xix. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 18, 8. E. 
b. N. Eſchew nothing but ſing 1 Pet. iti. 11. Job 
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1.7. 8— 41, 34.9. E. Eftablih thy heart with 
grace, Heb. xiii. 9. 10. E. b. S. Eye Sanctity in 
every action, 1 Pet. i. 15. Tech. xiv. 29. IT. 
E. S. E. Ever ſtrive earneſtly to live under; and 
to improve the means of grace. 12. 8. E. b. E. 
Suffer every evil puniſhment of ſorrow, rather than 
* leave the ways of Chriſt and Grace. 13. S. E. 
* Sigh earneſtly for more enjoyments of Chriſt. 14. 
1 S. E. b. S. Seek ever more ſome evidences of Chriſt 
5 in you the hope of glory 1:5. S. S. E. Still ter 
IF eternity before you, in regard of enjoying Jeſus 
'% Chriſt, John xvii. 24. 16. S. b. E. Settle ever in 
| your ſoul, as a principle which you will never de- 
part from, that holineſs and true happineſs are in 
Chriſt and by Chriſt. 17. S. Set thyſelf always 
as before the Lord, Pſa. xvi. 8. Acts li. 2 5. 18. 
S. b. W. See weakneſs haſtning thee to death, 
even when thou art at the higheſt pitch or paint, 
19. S. 8. W. See fin which is the ſting of death, as 
taken away by Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56. 20. 8. 
W. b. S. Store up wiſely ſome proviſions every 
day for your dying day. 21. S. W. Set world - 
ly things under your feet, before death come to 
look you in the face. 22. S. W. b. W. Still weigh 
and watch with loins girded and lamps trimmed, 
Luke ii. 35, 35. 37. 23. W. S. W. Weigh 
ſoul-works, and all in the balance of the ſanctuary. 
24, W. b. S. Walk in ſweet communion with 
Chriſt . here, and ſo thou maiſt die in peace, 
Luke ii. 29. 25. Weſt. Whatſoever thy condi» 
tion be in this world, eye God as the diſpoſer of it, 
and therein be contented, Phil. iv. 11. 26. W. b. 
N. Walk not according to the courſe of the moſt, 
but after the example of the beſt, 27. W. N. W. 
Weigh not what men ſpeak or think of thee, ſo God 
approve thee, 2 Chro. x. 18. Rom. ii. 28, 29. 
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28. N. W. b. W. Never wink at, but watch a- 
gainſt ſmall fins, nor neglect little duties, Eph. v 
15. 29. N. W. Never with- raſhly for death, 
nor love life too. inordinately, Job iii. 4. 30. N. 
W. b. N. Now work nimbly ere night come, 
John xi. 35, 36. Eccl. 9. 17. 3. N. N. W. 
Name nothing when thou pleadeſt wich God for thy 
ſoul, but Chrift and free grace, Dan: g. 1). 32. 
N. b. W. Now welcome Chriſt, if ardeaththou wilt 
be welcomed by Chriſt. A tender, quick, enliven- 
ed and enlighted conſcience, is the only point upon 
which we muſt erect theſe practical rules of our chriſ- 
tian compaſs, Heb. ili. 1. 2 Cor. i. 12. Our memos 
ry, that is the box in which this compaſs. muſt be 
kept, in which theſe rules muſt be treafured, that 
we may be as ready and expert in them, as the 
mariner is in his fea compals. - So much for the 
ſpeculative and practical parts of the art of ſoul · ſpi- 
ritual navigation. The affectionate part doth prin. 
cipally lie in the ſecret motions or movings of the 
foul towards God, in the affections, which are raiſed 
and warmed,-and eſpecially appear active in medi- 
tation: meditation being as it were the Jimbeck 
or ſtill in which the affections heat and melt, and 
4s it were drop tweet ſpiritual waters. The affec- 
tionate author of the chriſtian compaſs doth indeed, 
in the third and. laſt part of his undertaking, hint 
at ſeveral meditations. which the ſpiritual ſeaman is 
to be acquainted with, unto which thou haſt an ex- 
cellent ſupplement in this new compazs.' for ſeamen. 
This collection is prefixt, that at once thou mayeſt 
view all the compaſles/ (both the ſpeculative; pracs 
tical, and affectionate) by which thou muſt ſteer 
hear enward. What further ſhall be added hy way 
ot preface, is not to commend this new rk 


* 


inconceivable rich treaſure, thy ſoul, 
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which indeed (2 Cor. iii. 1.) needs no ſuſtaticon 


epiſlolon, Letters of commendation, or any panegyrick to 
uſher it unto any honeſt heart: but to ſtir up all, 
Ss eſpecially ſeamen, to make conſcience of uſing ſuch 


choice helps: for the promoting the ſanctification 
and ſalvation of their ſouls, for the making of them as 
dexterous in the art of ſpiritual navigation, as any 
of them are in the art of natural navigation. Con- 
fider therefore, - 15 

1. What rich merchandize thy ſoul is. Chriſt 
aſſures us, one ſoul is more worth than all the world. 


The Lord Jeſus doth as it were put the whole 


world in one ſcale, and one ſoul in the other, and 
the world is found too light, Mart. xvi. 26. Shouldſt 
thou by ſkill in natural navigation carry fate all the 


treaſures of the Judies into thine own port, yea, gain 


the whole world, and for want of ſkill in ſpiritual 
navigation loſe thy ſoul, thou wouldſt be the great- 
eſt loſer in the world. So far wilt thou be from 
profiting by any of thy ſea voyages. There is a 
plain merofis: in thoſe words of Chriſt, What is a 
man profited if he ſball gain the whole world, and loje 


= -is own ſoul ? or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
Vor his ſoul ? More is meant, than is ſpoken. 


2. What a leaking veſſel thy 


body 1s, in which this unſpeakable 9 Cbiliad, p. 


is embarked ! O the many diſeaſes 


! The ſmalleſt Pore 
and diſtempers in the humours and , The ate 


4 A paſſions, that thy body is ſubject to! enough to let in 
it is above 2000 years ago, that 
W there have been reckoned up 300 


Death, and fink thy 
Vellel. | 


names of diſeaſes ; and there be many 
under one name, and many nameleſs, which poſe 


te phyſicians not only how to cure them, but how 


to call them. And for the affections and paſſions 
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of the mind, the diſtempers of them are no leſs 
deadly to ſome, than the diſeaſes of the body. But 
beſides theſe internal cauſes, there are many exter- 
nal cauſes of leaks in this veſſel, as * poiſonous ma- 
lignities, wrathful hoſtilities, and caſual miſhaps 3 
very ſmall matters may be of great moment to the 
ſinking of this veſſel, The leaſt Gnat in the Air 
may choak one, as it did Adrian, a. Pope of 
Rome ; a little hair in milk may ſtrangle one, as it 
did a counſellor in Rome; a little ſtone of a raiſin 
may ſtop ones breath as it did the poetical Poet 
Anacreon. Thus you ſee what a leaking ' Veſſel 
you fail in. Now the more leaky any ſhip is, the 
more need there 1s of {kill to ſteer wiſely. 

3. Conſider what a dangerous Sea the World is, 
in which thy ſoul is to fail in the leaking ſhip of 
thy body. As there are not more changes in the 
Sea, than are in the world being only conſtant in 
inconſtancy, The faſhion of ibis world paſfeth away, 
Cor. vii. 31. ſo there are not more dangers in the 
eas for ſhips, than there are in the world for ſouls. 
n this world ſouls meet with Rocks and fands, Sy- 
ens and Pirates. Worldly temptations, worldly 
uſt, and worldly company cauſe many to drown - 
vemſelres in perdition, 1 Tim. vi. 9. The very things 
t this world endanger our fouls. By worldly ob- 
xcts we ſoon grow worldly. It is hard to touch 
teh, and not be defiled. The luſts of this world 
ain our” glory, and the men of this world pol- 
ee all they converſe with. A man that keeps 

mpany with the men of this world, is like him 
wat walketh - the Sun, tanned inſenſibly. Thus 
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In Nubia, quæ eſt ZEthiopia, venenum eſt cujus grant unias decima pa 
m__ vel unum granum decem homiacs, Das, Sonrre Hypom. Phys. 
2. p. 47. 
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you have | hinted the dangerouſneſs of the Sea, 
* wherein you are to ſail. Now, the more dangerous the 
Sea is, the more requiliteit is the ſailor be an artiſt. 
4. Conſider, what if through want of {kill in the 
_ heavenly Art of Spiritual Navigation, thou 
ſhouldſt not ſteer thy Courſe aright ! I will in- 
ſtance only in two conſequents thereof. 1 
Thou ſhalt arrive at the heaven of happineſs. 2 
Thou ſhalt be drowned in the Ocean of God's 
wrath. As true as the word of God 1s true ; as 
{ure as the Heavens are over thy head, and the 
Earth under thy feet; as ſure as thou yet hveſt 
and'breatheſt in this Air; ſo true and certain it is, 
thou ſhalt never enter into heaven, but ſink 1nto 
the depth of the bottoinleſs pit. Am I not here- 
in a meſſenger of the ſaddeſt tidings that ever yet 
thy Ears did hear? Poſſibly now thou make! : 
light matter of theſe things, becauſe thou doll 
not know what it is to mils of heaven, and what 1! 
is for ever to lie under the wrath of God: bu 
hereafter thou wilt know fully, what it is to hay 
thy ſoul loſt eternally, ſo loſt, as that God's mer 
cies, and all the good there is in Chriſt, ſhall ne 
er fave it; and as God hath ſet and ordered thing 
can never fave it. Hereafter thou wilt be perfedi 
ly ſenſible of the good that thou mighteſt have ha 
and of the _evil that ſhall be upon thee (this 
God's preculiar prerogative, to make a Creature 
ſenſible of miſery as he pleaſeth,) then thou v 
have other thoughts of theſe things than now thi 

IE haſt. Then the thoughts of t 

Ignis Gehenne mind ſhall be buſied about thy 
lucebit miſeri, Condition, both as to the pain 
vt _ videant unde loſs, and pain of ſenſe; fo t 
doleant. Tyfid. d thou ſhalt not be able to take 
fon. ben. 3. eaſe any moment: then, that 
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19 
torments may be increaſed, thy knowledge, 
the truth of thy apprehenſions, yea, the ſtrength 
of them, ſhall be increaſed; thou ſhalt have true 
and deep apprehenſions of the greatneſs of that 
good that thou ſhalt-miſs of, and of that evil which 
thou ſhalt procure unto thy ſelf; and then 

thou ſhalt not be able to chooſe, but to apply all 
thy loſs, all thy miſery to thy ſelf, which will force 
thee to roar out, O my loſs! O my miſery ! O my 
unconceivable unrecoverable loſs and nuſery ! Yea, 
for the increaſing of thy torments, thy affections 
and memory ſhall be enlarged : O that, to prevent 
that loſs and memory ſhall be enlarged : O that, to 
prevent that loſs and miſery, theſe things may now | 
be known and laid to heart! O that blind Under- 
ſtanding, a ſtupid judgment, a bribed conſcience, 
a hard heart, a bad memory, may no longer 
make heaven and hell to ſeem but trifles to thee | 
Thou wilt then eaſily be perſwaded to make it 


Sailing Heavenward. 


thy main buſineſs here, to become an artiſt in 
ſpiritual navigation. 


But to ſhut up this preface, I 
{hall briefly acquaint Samen, why they ſhould of 
all others, be men of ſingular piety and heavenli- 
neſs, and therefore more than ordinarily ſtudy the 
heavenly art of ſpiritual] Navigation. O that Sea- 
men would therefore conſider, 5 

1. How nigh they border upon the confines of 
death and eternity every moment. There is but a 
ſtep, but an inch or two between them and their 
graves continually. The next guſt may over-ſet 
them ; the next wave may ſwallow them up. In 
one place hes lurking dangerous rocks, in another 
perilous ſands, and every where ſtormy winds, rea- 
dy to deſtroy them. Well may the ; 
Seamen cry out, Ego craftinum non bog rams = 
habui: I have not had a morrow in & undiqz terrati, 
my hands theſe many years. Should 


W 
fra 


IV 2 
* 3 


88 WY Epiſtle to Seamen 


not they then be extraordinary ſerious and heavenly 
_ continually ? Certainly (as the reverend Author of 
this New Compaſs well obſerves) nothing more 
compoleth the heart to ſuch a frame than the lively 
apprehenſions of eternity do: and none have great- 
er external advantages for that, than Seamen have. 
2. Conſider {Seamen) what extraordinary help 
you have by the book of the crea- 
Mundi creatio eſt ture; the whole creation is God's 
Scriptura Dei, Cle= voice, it is God's excellent hand- 
mens, Univerſus writing, or the Sacred Scriptures of 
mundas eſt deus eu- the Moſt High to teach us much of 
plicatus. God, and what reaſons we have to 
bewail our rebellion againſt God, and to make con- 
ſcience of obeying God only, naturally and conti- 
nually, The heavens, the earth, the waters are the 
three great leaves of this Book of God, and all 
the creatures are ſo many lines in thoſe leaves. All 
that learn not to fear and ſerve God by the help of 
this book will be left inexcuſable, Rom. i. 20. 
How inexcuſable then will ignorant and ungodly 
Seamen be? Seamen ſhould in this reſpect, be tlie 
beſt Scholars 1n the Lord's School, ſeeing they do 
more, than others, ſee the works of the Lord, and 
his wonders in the great deep, Pſal. cvii. 24. 

3. Conſider how often, you are nearer heaven 
than any people in the world. They mount up to hea- 
den, Plal. cvii. 26. It has been faid of an ungod- 
y miniſter, who contradicted his preaching in his 
life and converſation, That it was pity he ſhould 
ever come out of the pulpit, becauſe he was there 
as near heaven as ever he would be. Shall it be 
ſaid of you, upon the fame account, That *tis pity 
vou ſhould come down from the high towering 
waves of the fea ? Should not Seamen, that in ſtor- 
my weather have their feet (as it were) upon the 


'rus AUTHOR To THE READER, 


«« WHEN dewy-cheeck'd Aurora doth difplay 
« Her curtains, to let in the new-born day, 
4% Her heavenly face looks red, as if it were 
« Dy'd with a modeſt bluſh, twixt ſhame and fear. 
Si makes her bluſh, ſuſpecting that he will 
« Scorch ſome too much, and others leave to chill, 
« With ſuch a bluſh, my little new-born book: 
« Goes out of hand, ſuſpecting ſome may loole 
« Upon it with contempt, while others raife 
So mean a piece too high, by flattering praiſe. 
Its beauty cannot make its father dote; 
«Tis a poor babe, clad in a ſea - green coat. 
Its gone from me too young, and now is run 
4 To ſea, among the tribe of- Zebulon. 
Go, little book, thou many friends wilt find 
« Among that tribe, who will be very kind ; 
* And many of them care of thee will take, 
Both for thy own, and for thy father's ſake. 
Heaven favg it from the dangerous ſtorms and guſts 
% That will be rais'd againſt it by men's luſts, 
* Guilt makes men angry, anger is a ſtorm z 
« But ſacred truth's thy ſhelter, fear no harm. 
«On times, on perſons, no reflections ound; 
+ Though with reflection few books more abound. 
* Go, little bol, J have much more to ſay, 
« But ſea- men call for thee, thou muſt away. 
6 Yet ere you have it, grant me one requeſt ; 
Pray do not keep it priſsner in your cheſte” 
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The launching of a ſhip plainly ſets forth 
Our double ate, by firſt and fecond birth. 


OBSERF ATION, 


O ſooner is a ſhip built, launched, rigged, vic- 
| tualled, and manned, but ſhe 1s preſently 


{ent out into the boiſterous ocean, where the is ney» 
er at reſt, but continually fluctuating, toſſing and 
labouring, until ſhe be either overwhelmed and 
wrecked, in the ſea, or through age, knocks and 
bruiſes, grows leaky and unſerviceable; and fo is 


hauled up, and ript abroad. 
5 


Ps 2 


26 4 New Compaſs for Seamen | 
+ APPLICATION: 


No ſooner come we into the world as men, or as 


chriſtians, by a natural, or ſupernatural birth ; but 
thus we are toſt upon A ſea of troubles, Job. v. 7. 
Vet man is born 19 trouble, as ſparks flie upwards. 
The ſpark no ſooner comes out of the fire, but it 
flies up naturally; it needs not any external force, 
help, or guidance, but aſcends from a principle in 
itſelf ; So naturally, ſo eaſily, doth trouble riſe out 
of ſin. There is radically all the miſery, anguiſh, 
and trouble in the world, in our corrupt natures, 
As the ipark lies cloſe hid in the coals, ſo doth 
miſery in fin : Every fin draws a rod after it. And 
thele ſorrows and troubles fall not only on the body, 
in thoſe breaches, flaws, deformities, pains, aches, 
diſeaſes to which it is ſubject, which are but the 
groans of dying nature, and its crumbling, by de- 
grees, into duſt again; but on all our imployments 
and callings alſo; Gen. iii. 17, 18, 19. Theſe are 
full of pain, trouble, and diſappointment. Hag. i. 
6. We earn wages, and put it into a bag with 
holes, and diſquiet ourſelves in vain ; all our re- 
lations are full of trouble. The apoſtle ſpeaking to 
thoſe that marry, faith, i Cor. vii. 28. Such ſhall 
have trouble in the fleſh. Upon which words one 
glaſſeth thus: Fleſh and trouble are married to- 
gether, whether we marry or no: But they that 
are married, marry with, and match into new 
troubles: All relations have their 
burdens, as well as their com- 
forts. It were endleſs to enu- 
merate the {orrows of this kind and 
yet the troubles of the body, are but the body ot 
rroables : The ſpirit of the curſe falls upon the 
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ſpiritual and nobleſt- part of man. The foul and 
body, like to Zzekial's roll, are written full with 
ſorrows, both within and without. So that we 
make the ſame report of our lives, when we come 
to die, that old Jacob made before Pharaoh, Gen. 
xlvii. 9. Few and evil have the days of the years 
our lives been. For what hath man of all his labour, 
and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath la- 
boured under the ſun ? For all his days are ſorrows 
and his travel grief, yea, hi. heart taketh no reft in the 
night : This is alſo vanity, Eccleſ. ii: 22, 23. 
Neither doth our new birth free us from trou- 
bles, though then they be fanCtified, ſweetned, and 
turned into bleſſings to us. We put not off the 
humane, when we put on the divine nature ; nor 
are we then freed from the ſenſe, though we be de- 
livered from the ſting and curſe of them. Grace 
doth not preſently pluck out all thoſe arrows that 
ſin hath ſhot into the ſides of nature, 2 Cor. vii. 5. 
ben we were come into Macedonia, our fleſh had no 
reſt, but we were troubled on every fide © without 
were fightings and within were fears, Rev. vii. 14. 
1heſe are they that came out of great tribulation, The 
firſt cry of the Newborn chriſtian (ſays one) gives 
hell an alarm, and awakens the rage, both of devils 
and men againſt him. Hence Pau/ and Barnabas 
acquainted thoſe new converts, Acts xiv. 22. That 
through much tribulation, they muſt enter into the 
kingdom of God:“ And we find the ſtate of the 
church, in this world, ſet out. (Ia. liv. 11. by the 
ſimilitude of a diſtreſſed ſhip at fea: O thou aſflicted 
= toſſed) with tempeſis, and not comforted.. \Toſ- 
ed) as Jonas ſhip was; for the ſame word is there 
uled, Jonah i. 11, 13. As a veſſel at fea, ſtormed, 
and violently driven without rudder, maſt, ſail, ar 
tacklings. Nor are we to expect freedom from thoſe 


ITY * * _ 


troubles, until harboured in heaven, ſee 2 Theſſ. i. 
vii. O what large catalogues of experiences do the 
ſaints carry to heaven witk them, of theit various 
exerciſes, dangers, trials, and marvellous preſerva- 
tions and deliverances out of all! And yet all theſe 
troubles without, are nothing to thoſe within them; 
from temptations, corruption, defertions, by paſſion 
and compaſſion : Beſides their own,” there comes. 
daily upon them the troubles of others; many ri- 
vulets fall into this channel and brim, yea often 
overflow the banks, Pſal. xxxiv. 19. Many are the 
Mictions of the righteous. | | 


REFLECTION. 


Hence ſhould the gracelefs heart thus reflect up- 
on itſelf. O my foul ! into what a ſea of troubles 
art thou launched forth! And what a ſad cafe thou 
art in! Full of trouble, and full of fin, and theſe do 
mutually produce each other. And that which is 
the moſt dreadful conſideration of all, is, That I 
cannot ſee the end of them. As for the ſaints, they 
ſuffer in the world as well as I; but it is but for a 
while, 1 Pet. v. 10. And then they ſhall ſuffer no 

more, 2 Thef. i. 7. But 4 tears ſhall be wiped 
c from their eyes, Rev. vii. 17. But thy troubles 
look with a long viſage : Ah! they are but 
the beginning of ſorrows, but a parboiling 
before I be roafted in the flames of God's 
eternal wrath. If I continue as I am, I ſhall but 
deceive myſelf, if 1 conclude 1 ſhall be happy in the 
other world, becauſe J have met with ſo much ſor- 
Tow in this: For I read, Jude vn. that the inhabi- 
tants of Sodom and Gomerreh, though conſumed to 
aſhes, with all their eſtates and relations, (a ſoret 
temporal judgment than ever yet befel me) do, 


ed to 


ſoret 


) do, 


* 2 15 


notwithftahding that, continue ſtill in * everlaſting 
chains, under darkneſs in which they ure reſerved 
unto the judgment of the great day.“ The 
troubles of the ſaints are ſanctified to them, but 
mine are fruits of tlie curſe. They have ſpiritual 
conſolations to ballance them, which flow into theit 
ſouls in the ſame 7 and d 4s troubles do 
upon their bodies, 2 Cor. i. 5. But I am a ſtranger 
to their comforts, and inter medale not zuirh their joys, 
Prov. xiv. 10. If their hearts be ſurcharged with 
trouble, they have a God to go to; and when they 
have opened their cauſe before him, they ate caſed, 
return with comfort, and their countenante it ns more 


ſad, 1 Sam: 1.18. When their belly is as bottles 


full of new wine, they can give it vent by pouring 
out of their ſouls into their father's boſom : But I 
have no intereſt in, nor acquaintance with this 
God; nor can I pray unto him in the ſpirit. My 
griefs are ſhut up like fire in my boſom, which 


preys upon my ſpirit. This is my ſorrow, and 1 


alone muſt bear it. O my foul, look round about 
thee ! What a miſerable caſe art thou in? Reſt no 
longer ſatisfied in it, but look out for a Chriſt alſo. 
What though I be a vile unworthy wretch ?. yet he 
promiſeth to /ove freely, Hol. xiv. 4. And invites 
{uch as are heavy laden to him, Mat. xi. 28. 
Hence alſo ſhould the gracious ſoul reflect ſweet- 
ly upon itſelf after this manner: And is the world 
o full of trouble? O my ſoul, what cauſe haſt 
thou to ſtand admiring at the jndulgence and good- 
nels of God to thee ! Thou haſt hitherto. had a 
imooth paſſage comparatively to what others have 
had. How hath divine —.— ordered my con- 
dition, and caſt my lot? Have I been chaſtiſed 
with whips ? Others with ſcorpoins: Have I had 
no peace without : Some have neither had peace 
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without nor within, but terrors round about ::Or- 
have I felt trouble in my fleſh and ſpirit at once? 


Let have they not been extream, either for time or 
meaſure. And hath the world been a Sodom, an 
Egypt to thee ? Why then doſt thou thus linger in 


it, and hanker after it? Why do I not long to be 
gone, and ſigh more heartily for deliverance? Why 


are the thoughts of my Lord's coming no ſweeter 


to me, and the day of my full deliverance no more 
panted for? And why am 1 no more careful to 
maintain peace within, ſince there is ſo much 
trouble without ? Is not this it that puts weight 


into all outward troubles, and makes them ſinking, 
that they fall upon me when my ſpitit is dark or 


wounded ? 
— — 
THE POEM. 


4 My foul art thou beſieged 
With troubles round about ? 
« Tf thou be wiſe, take this advice, 
4% To keep thefe troubles out. 

% Wiſe men will 4-ep their conſcience as their eyes; 
« For in their conſcience their beſt treaſure lies, 
« See you be tender of your inward peace: 
« That ſhipwreck, then your mirth and joy muſt ceaſe. 
« If God from yew your outward comforts rend, 
« You'll find what need you have of ſuch a friend. 
ce If this be not by fin deſtroyed and loſt, 
4% You need not fear, your peace will quit your coſt. 
« If you know bow to ſweeten any grief, 
«© Though ne*er fo great, or to procure relief, 
« Againſt t“ afflictions, which like deadly darts 
« Moſt tatal are to men of carnal hearty, 


3 
ed by 
which 
thouſa 
the oc 
And 
poet. 


Tun 
Sh 


He ſp 
To 14 


And 
n ſcript 
reat d 
f the : 
aſteſt x 
Morte 


2 


Or, Navigation Spiritualized. 32 


4% RejeRt not chat which conſcience bids you chuſe, 

« And chuſe not you, what conſcience faith, tefuſe, 
« If fin you muff, or miſery under lie, 

« Reſolve to bear, and chuſe the miſery." | 


4 8 od — IF CE OT". __ * * — 
— — — 


— 


— 


C H A P. Il 


In the vaſt Ocean ſpiritual eyes defery, 
God's boundleſs mercy, and eternity, 


OBSERVATION. 


HE ocean is of vaſt extent and depth, though 
T ſuppoſedly meaſurable, yet not to be ſound- 
ed by man. It compaſſeth about the whole earth, 
which in the account of geographers, is twenty one 
thouſand and fix hundred miles in gompals ; yet 
the ocean invirons it on every fide, Plal. civ. 25. 


And Job xi. 9. Suitable te which is that of the 
Poet. 2 | | 


Tum freta difſudit, rapidiſque tumeſcere ventis 
Tuſſit & ambite circumdare littora terrae, Ovid. 


He ſpread the ſeas, which then he did command, 
To {well with wiads, and corte paſs round the land. 


And for its depth, who can diſcover it? The ſea 
n ſeripture is called, The deep, Job xxxviii. 30. The 
reat deep, Gen. vii. 11. The gathering together 
t the waters into one place, Gen. i. 9. If the 
aſteſt mountain were caſt into it, it would appear 
1 More than the head of a pin in a ton of water. 


. 
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APPLICATION. 
T his in a lively manner ſhadows forth the infi- 


nite and incomprehenſible mercy of our God; In 
whole mercy is {aid to be over all his works, Pſal. ly en 
_ clv. 9. In how many ſweet notions is the mercy 3 
of God repreſented to us in the ſcripture. He is den! 
ſaid to be plenteous, Pſal. cxxx. 7. Abundant, 1 Pet. 15. 
i. 3. Rich, Eph. ii. 4. In mercy ; then, that his 4-1 
mercies are unſcarchable, Eph. iii. 8. High as the tranſi 
heaven above the earth, Pſal. xxxvi. 3. Which are and” 
fo high and vaſt, that the whole earth is but a ſmall ¶ a lon 
point to them : yea, they are not only compared I eterni 
to the heavens, but to come home to the metaphor, Bl things 
to the depths of the ſea, Mic. vii. 19. Which can Bi ever; 


ſwallow up mountains as well as mole-hills; and WF The h 
in this fea God had drowned fins of a dreadful Wi or a {: 


height and aggravation, even /carlet, crimſon (i. e.) either 
deep dyed with many intenſive aggravations, Iſa. i. jmeagy 
38, In this ſea was the fin of Manaſſeb drowned ; ¶ cannot 
and of what magnitude that was, may be ſeen, 2 WF mini 
. Chron. xxxiii. 3. Yea, in this ocean of mercy, did Bi there i 
the Lord drown and cover the fins of Paul, though WF Drexel 
a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, injurious, 1 Tim. i. 13. litude 
* None, faith Auguſtine, more fierce than Paul a- WF thouſar 
mong the perſecutors ; and therefore none greater ¶ carry a 
among ſinners: To which himſelf willingly ſub- O what 
ſcribes, 1 Tim. i. 15. Yet pardoned. How hath tal bird 
mercy rode in triumph, and been glorified upon the tain y 
vileſt of men! How hath it ſtopt the ſlanderou MF would b 
mouth of men and devils ! it hath yearned upon there ca 
Fornicators, idolators, adulterers, thieves, covetou lt which 3 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners, to ſuch hath the there i,; 


ſceptre of mercy been ſtretched forth, upon thel 
Uuntcioned repentance and ſubmiſſion, 1 Cor. vt. 9 


: 
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What doth the ſpirit of God aim at, in ſuch a large 
accumulation of names of mercy ? But to convince 
poor ſinners of the abundant fulneſs and riches of it, 
it they will but fubmit to the terms on which it is 
tendered to them. | | 

In the vaſtneſs of the ocean, we have alſo a live- 
ly emblem of eternity. Who can comprehend or 
mealure the ocean, hut God ? And who can compre- 
hend eternity, but he that is ſaid /o inhabit i? Iſa. lvit. 
15. Though ſhallow rivets may be drained and 
dried up yet the ocean cannot. And though theſe 
tranſitory days, months; and years will at laſt expire 
and determine; yet eternity ſhall not. O!] it is 
a long world! and amazing. matter! What is 
eternity, but a conſtarit permnanancy of perſons and 
things, in one and the ſame ſtate and condition for 
ever; putting them beyond all poſſibility of change ? 
The heathens were wont to ſhadow it by a circle, 
or a ſnake twiſted round: It will be to all of us, 
either a perpetual day or night, which will not bg 
meaſured by watches, hours, minutes. And as it 
cannot be meaſured, ſo neither can it ever be di- 
miniſhed. When thouſands of years are, gone, 
there is not a minute leſs to coe.  Gerbard and 
Drexellius do both illuſtrate it by this known fimis 
lirude : Suppoſe a bird were to come once in a 
thouſand years, to lome vaſt mountain of ſand, ang 
carry away in her bill one {and in a thouſand years ; 
O what a vaſt time would it be; before that immorz 
tal bird, after that rate, had recovered the nioun- 
tain! yet in time this might be done For there 
would be ſtill ſome diminution ; but in eternity 
there can be none. There de three things in time 
which are not competent to eternity: In time 
there is a 3 one generation, yeat, and day 
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paſſeth, and another comes; but eternity is & 
fixed (notu.) In time there is a diminution and 
waſting ; the more is paſt, the leſs to come: Bur 
it is not ſo in eternity. In time there is an a/tera- 
tion of condition and Rates : A man may be poor 
to day, and rich tomorrow ; ſickly and diſeaſed this 
week, and well the next; now in, contempt, and 
anon in honour ; But no change paſles upon us in 
eternity. As the tree falls at death and judgment, 
ſo it lies forever. If in heaven, there thou art a pil- 
lar, and ſhalt go forth no more, Rev. iii. 12. It in 
hell, no redemption. thence, but the ſmoak of their 
torments aſcendeth for ever and ever, Rev. xix. 3. 


REFLECTION. 


And is the mercy of God, like the great deeps, 
an ocean, that none can fathom? What unſpeakable 
cornfort is this to 3 the pardoned ſoul ſay. 
Did Iſrael fing a ſong, wh 1 the Lord had over- 
whelmed their corporal enemies in the ſeas? And 
mall not I break forth into his praiſes, who hath 
drowned all my fins in the depths of mercy ? O my 
foul, blels thou the Lord, and let his high praiſes 
ever be in thy mouth. Mayſt not thou fay, that 
he hath gone to as High an extent and degree of 
mercy, in pardonin "thee, as ever he did in any? Oh 
my God; who is like unto thee! that pardoneſt in- 
Iquity, tranſpgreflion'and'fin. What mercy, but the 
mercy of'a God; could cover ſuch abominations 
as mine ]. | pdf $7 
- But O what terrible reflections will conſcience 
make from hence, upon all the deſpiſers of mercy, 
when the ſinners eyes come to be opened too late 
for- mercy, to do them good! We Sac heard 1n- 
deed,'that the King of heaven was a merciful King, 
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Scepter was ftretched out. 
Gilead, and a phyſician there, that was able and wil- 
ling to cure all our wounds, but would not com- 
mit ourſelves to him. We read that the arms ot 
Chriſt were open to embrace and receive us, but we 
would not. O unparalle'd folly ! O foul-deftroy- 
ing madnefs? Now the womb of mercy is ſhut up, 
na ſhall bring forth no more mercies to me for ev- 

| Now the gates of grace are ſhut, and no cries 
can n open them. 

Mercy acted its part, and is gone off the ſtage ; 
and now juſtice enters the ſcene and will be glori- 
fied for ever upon me, How often did I hear the 
bowels of compaſſion ſounding in the goſpel for 
me ? But my hard and impenitent heart could not 
relent ; and now, if it could, it is too late. I am 
now paſt out of the ocean of mercy; into the ocean 
of eternity, where I am fixed in the midft of end- 
leſs miſery, and ſhall never hear the voice of mercy 
more, 

O dreadful eternity! Oh ſoul- -confounding word! 
An ocean indeed, to which this ocean is but as a 
drop ; for in thee no ſoul ſhall ſee either bank or 
bottom. If I lie but one night under ſtrong pains 
of body, how tedious doth that night ſeem! And 
how do I tell the clock, and wiſb for day! In the 
world I might have had life, and would — And 
now, how fain would I have death, but 80 ? 
How quick were my ſins in execution? And how 
long is their puniſhment in duration? O, bow ſhall 
I dwell with everlaſting burnings? Ob that God 
would but vouchfafe one treaty more with me | But 
alas, all tenders and treaties are now at an end with 
me. Onearth peace, Luke ii. 14. But none in 
hell. O my ſoul conſider theſe things: come, let 


but we would make no addreſs to him, whilſt that. + 
We heard of balm in 
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us Jebate this matter ſeriouſly,, before we \ _ 
out into oo ocean. 5 


— b _ 


THE POEM. 17 
| | But 
« Who from ſome. high-rais'd tau er vie vs the ground, 
« His heart doth tremble, and his head doth roung : 
- « Even ſo my ſonl, whilſt it doth view and think 
« On this eternity, upon whoſe brink. 4 
< It borders, ſtands amazed, and doth cry, I 
« O boundleſs ! bottomlefs eternity ! ing 
The ſeourge of hell, whoſe very laſh doth rend wiſc 
4 The — ſouls in twain: What! never end tho! 
« The more thereon they ponder, think and pore, | ſtan 
© The more, pgor wretches, {till they howl and roar, _. CTCA 
% Ah! through, more years in torments we ſhould lie, Dax 
& Than ſands are on the ſhore, or in the ſcie haſt 
4 Are twinkling ſtars: yet this gives ſome relief, 1 ic h 
4 The hope of ending. Ah ! but here's the grief ! thin 
« A thouſand years in torments paſt and. gone, beaf 
= Ten thouſand more fresh are coming on; of e 
And when theſe thouſands all their courſe have rung, yorun 
© The end's no more than when at firſt begun, bout 
% Come then, my ſoul, let us diſcourſe together ſear 
« This weighty point, and tell me plainly whether, like 
« You for theſe ſhort-liv'd points, that come and go, flock 
Wil plonge yourſelf and me in endleſs woe. {tran 
Reſolve the queſtion quickly, do not dream cow, 
* Rlore time away. © Lo, in an haſty ſtream. ſupp 
We ſwiftly paſs, and __y we ſhall be In tl 
— A I es th; 
bene 
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Within theſe ſmooth- faced ſers firange creatures cratvl, 
But in man's heart, far greater than them all. 


OBSERVATION. 


T was an unadviſed ſaying of Plato, Mare nil 
memorabile producit : The fea produceth noth- 
ing memorable. But ſurely there is much of the 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God manifeſted in 
thoſe inhabitants of the watery region : Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeas azure and ſmiling face, ſtrange 
creatures are bred in its womb. „O Lord, (faith 
David) how manifold are thy works? In wiſdom 
haſt thou made them all; the earth is full of thy 
riches. So is this great and wide ſea, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great 
beaſts, Pſa. civ. 24, 25. And we read, Lam. iv. 2. 
of ſea- monſters, which draw out their , breaſts to their 


young. Pliny and Purchas tell incredible ſtories a- 


bout them. About the topick of Capricorn, our 
ſeamen meet with flying fiſhes, that have wings 
like a rere-meuſe, but of a ſilver colour; they fly in 
flocks like fares. There are creatures of very 
ſtrange forms and properties; ſome relembling a 
cow, called by the Spaniards, Manates, by ſome 
luppoſed to be theſea-monſter ſpoken of by Jeremy. 
In the rivers of Guiana, Purchas faith, there are fiſh- 
es that have four eyes, bearing two above and two 
beneath the water when they twim : ſome reſem- 
bling a toad, and very poiſonous. How ſtrange 
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both in ſhape and property is the fer d fb and 
ee "bar chte wil the whale ? Even our own 
ſeas produce creatures of ſtrange ſhapes, but the 
commonneſs takes off the wonder. ' 


APPLICATION. 


Thus doth the heart of man naturally ſwarm and 
abound with ſtrange and monſtruons luſts and abo- 
minations, Rom. 1. 29, 30, 31. Being filled with 
all untighteous, formcation, wickedneſs, covetoul- 
neſs, maliciouſneſs, full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity, whiſperers, back-biters, haters of 
God, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventors of evil 
things, diſpbedtent to parents, without underſtand- 
ing, covenant- breakers, wit haut natural affection, um- 
placable, unmerciful.” O what a ſwarm 1s here 
and yet there are multitudes more, in the depth of 
the heart ! and it is no worder, confidering that 
with this nature, we received the fpawn of the 
blackeſt and vileſt abominations. This original 


luſt is produftive to them all, James 1. 14, 13. 


Which luſt, though it be in every man aumericatly 
different from that of others, yet it is one and the 
ſame /pecifica/ly, for fort and kind, in all the children 
of Adam: even as the reaſonable ſoul, though every 
man bath his own ſoul, viz. a ſoul individually diſ- 
tin from another man's, yet is it the {ame for kind 
in all men. So that whatever abominations are in 
the hearts and lives of the vileſt Sodomitet, and moſt 
profligate wretches under heaven, there is the ſame 
matter in thy beart out of which they were ſhaped 

and formed. In the depths of the heart they are 
conceived, and thence they crawl out of the eyes, 
hands, lips, and all the members, Mat. xv. 18, 19. 
e Thoſe things (ſaith Chriſt) which proceed out 
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ol the mouth, cotne forth from the heart, and defile 
| a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 


39 


murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, .falfe wit-- 
neſs, blaſpemies: Even ſuch monſters, as would 
make a gracious heart tremble to behold. What 
are my luſts, (ſaith one) but ſo 
Full" Medita- many toads ſpitting of venom, and 
bent, Py 11. ſpawning of poiſon; croaking in my 
judgment, creeping in my will, and 
crawling into my affections 7˙˙Q The Apoſtle in 1 
Cor. v. 1. Tell us of a fun, Not to be named ; fo 
monſtrous that nature itſelf ſtartles at it: even ſueh 
monſters are generated in the depths of the heart. 
Whence come evils? Was a queſtion that mich 
puzzled the philoſophers of old. Now here you 
may fee whence they come, and where they are be- 
gotten. | 


REFLECTION. 


Andare there ſuch ſtrange abominations in th: 
heart of man ? then how is he degenerated from 
his primitive petfection and glory! his ſtreams were 
once as clear as a cryſtal, and the fountain of them 
pure, there was no unclean creature moving in 
them. What a ſtately fabrick was the foul at 
firſt ! and what holy inhabitants poſſeſſed ' the ſev- 
eral rooms thereof? But now (as God {ſpeaks of 
Idumea) Ifa. xxxiv. 11. © The line of - confofion 
is ſtretched out upon it, and the ſtones of emptineſs. 
The cormorant and bittern poſſeſs it; the owl and 
the raven dwell in it.” Yea wild beaſts of the de- 
fart lie there; it is full of doleful creatures, the ſa- 
tyres dance in it, and dragons cry in thoſe ſome- 
times pleaſant places.” O fad change ! how ſadly 
may we look back towards our firſt ſtate ! and 
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take up the words of Job, „O that I were as if 
months paſt, as in the days of my youth; when the 


i 


Almighty, was yet with me, when I put on righte- 
oulneſs, and it cloathed me; when my glory was foul, 
freſh in me,” Job xxix. 2, 4, 5. the c 
Again, think O my ſoul what a miſcrable con- O wi 
dition the unregenerate abide in! thus ſwarmed ſectic 
and over-run with helliſh luſts, under the dominion fer ? 
and vaſſalage of divers luſts, Tit. iii. 3. What a rated 
tumultuous ſea is ſuch a ſoul ! How do theſe luſts elſe, t 
rage within them! how do they conteſt and {cuffle have 
for the throne! and uſually take it by turns: For ruptic 
as all diſcaſes are contrary to health, yet ſome con- ever tl 
trary to each other, ſo are luſts. Hence poor one: 
creatures are hurried on to different kinds of ſervi- were r 
tude, according to the nature of that imperious luſt 
that is in the throne ; and like the lunatick, Mat: 
17. Are ſometimes caſt into the water ; and ſome- 
times into the fire. Well might the prophet ſay; 
© The wicked is like a troubled ſea that cannot 
reft,” Iſa. Ivii. 20. They have no peace now in 
the ſervice of fin, and leſs they ſhall have hereafter, & 1 
when. they receive the wages of ſin. There is no 1 8 
peace to the wicked, ſaith my God.” They indeed 1 
cry, Peace, peace; but my God doth not ſay ſo. ( 
The laſt iſſue and reſult of this is eternal death; «y 
no ſooner is it delivered of its deceittul pleaſures, «$ 
but preſently it falls in travail again, and brings « A; 
forth death, James i. 15. N 1 In 
Once more: and is the heart ſuch a ſea, a bound- « By 
ing with monſtrous abominations ? then ſtand aſto- « Ha 
niſhed, O my ſoul, at that free grace which hath Ane 
delivered thee from ſo ſad a condition ! O fall &« Inte 
down, and kiſs the feet of mercy that moved ſo i My 
freely and ſeaſonably to thy reſcue ! let my heart be © In 6 
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enlarged abundantly. here, Lord; what.am I, that 
I ſhould be taken, and others left? Reflect, O my 
ſoul, upon the conceptions and births of luſts, in 
the days of vanity, which theu now bluſheſt to own. 
O what black 1maginations, helliſh deſires, vile af- 
fections, are lodged there] Who made me to dif5\, 
fer? or, how came I to be thus wonderſully ſepa-” 
rated ? ſurely, it is by thy free grace, and nothing 
elſe, that Iam what I am: and by that grace I 
have eſcaped (to mine own aſtoniſhment) the cor- 
ruption that 1s in the world through luſt. O that 
ever the holy God ſhould ſet his eyes on ſuch an 
one: or caſt a look of love towards me, in whom 
were regions of unclean luſts and abominations ! 


THE POEM. 


« My ſoul's the fea wherein from day to day; 

*«« Sins like Leviathans do ſport and play. 

« Great maſfer-luſts, with all the leſſer fry; 

« Therein increaſe, and ſtrangely multiply. 

« Yet ſtrange it is not, fin ſo faſt ſhould breed, 

« Since with this nature I received the ſeed 
And ſpawn of every ſpecies, wich was ſhed 

«« Into its caverns firſt, then nouriſhed 

« By its own native warmth : which like the ſun. 
4 Hath quickened them; and now abroad they come, 
And like the frogs of Egypt creep and crawl 

© Into the cloſeſt rooms within my ſoul. 

e My fancy ſwams, for there they friſk and play, 
© In dreams by night, and fooliſh toys by day: 

& My judgment”s clouded by them; and my will 
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1 perverted every corner they do fill. 


« As locuſts ſeize on all that's freſh and green, tor 

« Uncloath the beauteous ſpring, and make it ſeem 1m} 

2e Like drooping Autumn; fo my ſoul, that firſt del 

e As Eden ſeem'd, now's like a ground that's curſt. ſpiſ 

« Lord purge my ſtreams, and kill theſe luſts that lie 10 

ee Within them; if thou do not, I muſt die. hea; 

925 | evil 

6 ABORT 5 5 _ ed a 
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CHAP. . as m 

: | | mort 
Seas purge themſelves, and caſt their filth aſhore, hear 
But graceleſs fouls retain, and ſuck in more. cann 
Ing 1 

ro. clean 

bund 

EAS are in a continual motion and agitation; becai 
they have their flux and reflux, by which they that i 

are kept from putrefact ion: like a fountain it cleanſes as it e 
| itſelf, Iſa. 57. 20. It cannot reſt but caſt up deavo 
mire and dirt ;” whereas lakes and ponds, whole 45 
| waters are ſtanding, and dead, corrupt and ſtink. alt d 
| And it is obſerved by ſea-men, that in the ſouthern Sin is 
arts of the world, where the ſea is more calm and which 
lettled, it is more corrupt and unfit for uſe ; fo is in the 
the ſea of S2dom called The dead Sea. ed and 
, | braſs, 1 
BPPLICATION. Jer. x1 
| rooting 

Thus do regenerate ſouls purify themſelves, and ſweet 
work out corruption that defiles them, they cannot 2 
an div 


ſuffer it to ſettle there, 1 John 11. 3. He purih- 
eth himſelf, even as he is pure, Keeping himſell, 
that the wicked one toucheth him not,” 1 Join 
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v. 18. Seil. Tag - qualitative, with a qualitative 
touch, as the load - ſtone toucheth iron, leaving an 


impreſſion of its nature behind it. They are doves 


delighting in cleanneſs, Iſa. xxx11. 15. He de- 
ſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſion, he ſhaketh his hands 
Fo holding of bribes, ſtoppeth his ears from 
hearing blood, and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing 
evil.” See how all ſenſes and members are guard- 
ed againſt fin : but it is quite contrary with the wick- 
ed; there is no principle of holineſs in them, to 
oppoſe or expel corruption. It lies in their hearts 


as mud in a lake or well, which ſettles and corrupts 


more and more. Hence Ezek. xlvii. 11. Their 
hearts are compared to miry or mariſh places, which 
cannot be healed, hut are given to ſalt: The mean- 
ing is, that the pureſt ſtreams of the goſpel, which 
cleanſe others, make them worſe than before, as a- 
bundance of rain will a miry place. The reaſon is, 
becaule it meets with an obſtacle in their fouls ; fo 
that it cannot run through them and be glorified, 


as it doth in gracious ſouls. All the means and en- 


deavours uſed to cleante them, are in vain; all the 
ip of God they receive in vain : © They hold 
aſt deceit, they refuſe to let it go,” Jer. viii. 5. 
Sin is not in them as floating weeds upon the ſea, 
which it ſtrives to expel and purge out, but as /pots 
in the /copards ſkin, Jer. xiii. 21. Or letters faſhion- 
ed and engraven in the very ſubſtance of marble or 
braſs, with a pen of iron, and point of a diamond, 
Jer. xvii. 1. Or as ivy in an old wall, that hath got 
rooting into its very intrails. Wickedneſs is 
ſweet in their mouths, they roul it under their 
tongues,” Job xx. 12. No threats nor promiſes 
can divorce them from it. 
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A New Compaſs for Seameu 


REPLECTION. 


Lord! this is the very frame of my. heart, may 
the graceleſs ſoul fay : my corruptions quietly ſet- 
| abours not againſt it: Iam a 

ſtranger to that conflict ck i day maintained 


in all the faculties of the br RR foul. Glorifi- 


ed fouls have no ſuch conflict, becauſe grace in them 
ſtands alone, and is perfectly triumphant over all its 


oppdoſites; and gracęleſs ſouls can have no ſuch con- 
ict, becauſe in them corruption ſtands alone, and 
Hath no other principle to make oppoſition to it. 


Sr this is my cafe, O Lord: J am full of vain 


hopes indeed, but had I a Hving and well-ground- 


ed hope to dwell forever with ſo holy a God, I 


could not but be daily purifying myſelf. But O 
what will the end of this be? I have cauſe to trem- 


ble at that laſt and dreadfulleſt curſe in the book of 


God, Rev. xxii. 11. Let bim that is filthy be 
filthy till.” 1s it not as much as if God ſhould 
fay, Let them alone, I will ſpend no more rods up- 


on them, no more means ſhall be uſed about them 


but I will reckon with them for all together in an- 


other world; O my foul ! what a diſmal” reckon- 


ing will that be ! ponder with thyſelf in the mean 


while, thoſe terrible and awakening texts, that if 
offible, this fatal iſſue may be prevented. See 

Ila. i. 5. Hol. iv. 14. Jer. Vi. 29, 30. Heb, 

Yi.'0, * p | , | 
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T HE POE NM. 


« My heart's no fountain, but a ſtanding lake 

6 Of putrid waters; if therein I rake, R | | 
% By ſerious ſearch; O!] what a noiſome ſmell, 

* Like exhalatjons riſing out of hell ; | | 
ff The ſtinking waters pump'd up from the hole, 
Are as perfumes to ſea - men: but my ſoul 

© Upon the fame account that they are glad, 

© (Its long continuance there) is therefore fad. 
* The ſcripture faith, No ſoul God's face ſhall ſee 
« Till from ſuch filthy luſts it cleanſed be. 
Vet though unclean, it may that way be rid, 4 
& As Hercules the Augeas ſtable did. | 
© Lord turn into my foul that cleanſing blood, 
« Which from my Saviour's fide flow'd as 1 flood. * 48 | 
« Flow, ſacred fountain, brim my banks; and flow | | 
% Till you have made my foul as white as ſnow. 
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S H A P. V. 


Seamen fore. ſee a danger, and prepare : 
Yet few of greater dangers are aware. 


OBSERFATFION. 


OW watchful and quick-fighted are ſeamen, 

to prevent dangers ? It the wind die away, 

and then freſh up ſoutherly ; or if they ſee the ſky 
hazy, they provide for a ſtorm : if by the proſpee- 
tive glaſs they ken a pirate at the greateſt diftance, 
they clear the gun-room, prepare tor fight, and 
bear. up, if able to deal with him ; if not, they keep 
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cloſe by the wind, make all the fail they can, and 
bear away. If they ſuppoſe themſelves by their ſeek 
reckoning near land, how often do they {ound ? bea 
And if upon a coaſt with which they are unac- him 


4 New Ctmpaſi for Seamen 


quainted, how careful are they to get a pilot that poli 
knows and is acquainted with it? „ to ſe 
ohh of f men 
eee. 

Thus watchſul and ſuſpicious ought we to be in 

ſpiritual concernments. We ſhould, ſtudy, and be 
acquainted with Satan's wiles and policy: The L. 
Apoſtle takes it for granted, that chriſtians of M 
are not ignorant of his devices, 2 Cor. ii. 11. my © 
The ſerpent's eve (as one faith) wweuld do well in the of my 
dove's head: The devil is a cunning pirate, he puts there 
out falſe colours, and ordinarily comes up to the Wher 
chriſtian in the diſguiſe of a friend. ä its val 
O the manifold deeps and ſtratagems of Satan, Self. p 
to deſtroy ſouls! Though he have no wildom to nature 
do himſelf good, yet policy enough to do us mil- but wi 
chief. He lies in ambuſh behind our lawful com- from ſ 
forts and employments : yet for the moſt of men, contin 
how ſupine and careleſs are they, ſuſpecting no dan- tations 
ger; Their ſouls, like Laiſb, dwell careleſly; their I ſee, I 
{ſenſes unguarded. O what an eaſy prize and con- thy pec 
queſt doth the devil make of them ! ſearchir 
Indeed, if it were with us, as with Adam in inno- of ſenſe 
cency, or as it was with Chriſt in the days of his Have n 
fleſh (who by reaſon of that overflowing fulneſs ot as they 
grace that dwelt in bim, the purity of his perſon, withſtar 
and the p c union, was ſecured from the dan- BW vinced, 
ger of all temptations) the caſe then were other: and vigi 
; wiſe but we have a 7raitor within, James i. 14 15. matters 


As well as a temper without, 1 Pet. v. 8. Ow 
adverſary the devil goes about as a roaring lion, 
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ſeeking whom he may deyour.” And like the 
beaſts of the foreſt, poor ſouls, lie down before 
him, and become his prey. All the ſagacity, wit, 
policy and foreſight of ſome Men, is ſummoned in 
to ſerve their bodies, and ſecure their fleſhy enjoy- 
ments, | | | 


REFLECTION. 


Lord ! how doth the care, wiſdom, and vigilancy 
of Men in temporal and external things, condemn 
my careleſneſs in the deep and dear concernments 
of my precious Soul | What care and labour is 
there to ſecure a periſhing life, liberty, or treaſure 
When was I thus ſolicitous for my ſoul, though 
its value be ineſtimable, and its dangers far greater? 
Self- preſe rvation is one of the deepeſt principles in 
nature. There is not the . pooreſt worm or flie, 
but will ſhun danger if it can: Yet I am ſo far 
from ſhunning thoſe dangers to which my ſoul lies 
continually expoſed, that I often run it upon tem- 
tations, and voluntarily expoſe, it to its enemies. 
I ſee, Lord, how watchful, jealous and laborious 
thy people are, what Prayers, tears, and groans, 
ſearching of heart, mortification of luſts, guardin 
of ſenſes: and all accounted too little by them. 
Have not I a ſoul to ſave or loſe eternally, as well 
as they ? Yet I cannot deny one fleſhly luft, nor 
withſtand one temptation. O, how am I con- 
vinced, and condemned; not only by others care 


and vigilancy, but my own too, in leffer and lower 
matters 
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1 HE POE M. 


% am the ſhip, whoſe bills of lading come 
« To more than mans or angels art can Tum. 
1% Rich fraught with mercies, on the Ocean now; 
10 I float, the dangerous ocean I do plow; 


ꝛ Storms riſe, Rocks threaten; and in every creek 


& Pirates and Pickeroons their prizes ſeek. 
« My ſoul ſhould watch, look out, and uſe Its glaſez 
ir Prevent ſurptizals timely ; but alas ' 


n Temptatlons give it chaſe, it's grappled ſures 


& And bearded whilſt it thinks it ſelf ſecure. 
10 It ſleeps like Jonab, in the dreadful'ſt ſtorm, 
te Although its cafe be dangerous and forlorn. 


Lord, rouze my drowſie Soul, left it ſhould knock | 
« And ſplit itfelf upon ſome dangerous Rock. 


&« If it bf Faith and conſcience ſhipwrack make; 
« I am undone fot ever: ſoul awake! 
Till thou arti ve in heaven, watch and fear; 


1% Thou inayſt not ſay till then; the coaſt is elear.· 


TT is juſt matter of admiration, to ſee ſo great a 
body as a ſhip is, and when ttnder fail too, be- 
fore a freſh and ſtrong wind, by which it is carried 
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How ſmall a matter turns a ſhip about? 
| Vet ave againſt our conſcience ſtand it out. 


OBSERY ATION: 
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as the clonds, with marvellous force and ſpeed, yet 
to be commanded with eaſe, by fo ſmall a thing as 
the Helm is. The ſcripture takes notice of it as a 
matter worthy our conſideration, Jan. ii. 4. Be- 
hold alſo the ſhips, which though they be great, 
and driven of fierce winds 3 yet they are turned a- 
bout with a ſmall helm, whitherſoever the Gover- 
nor liſteth.” Yea, Ariftotle himſelf 
Arittot. Seconds. that Eagle ey'd philoſopher, could 
Meearicen, C. 5. not give a reaſon of it, but looked 
upon it as a very marvellons and wonderful 
Thing. | | 


APPLICATION. 


To the ſame uſe and office has God deſigned 
conſcience in man, which being rectified and regui- 
hated by the word and ſpirit of God, is to ſteer and 
order his whole converſation, Conſcience is as the 
oracle of God, the judge and determiner of onr ac- 
tions, whether they be good or evil? And it lays 
the ſtrongeſt obligations upon the creature to obey 
its dictates, that is imaginable : for it binds under 
the reaſon and confideration of the moſt abſolute 
and ſovereign will of the great God. So that as 
often as conſcience from the word convinceth us of 
any fin or duty, it Jays ſuch a bond upon us to obey 
It, as no power under heaven can relax or diſpenſe 
vith. Angels cannot do it, much leſs man; for 
hat would be to exalt themſelves above God. 
Now therefore it is an high and dreadful way of 
mning, to oppoſe and rebel againſt conſcience 
vhen it convinces of ſin and duty: Conſcience 
ometimes reafons it out with with men, and ſhews 
hem the neceſſity of changing their way and courſe ; 
rguing it from the cleareſt and moſt allowed max- 


G 


ims of right reaſon, as well as from the indiſputable Suid 
ſovereignty of God. . | Ta: 
As tor inſtance : it convinceth their very reaſon 
that things of eternal duration are infinitely to be 
prefered io all momentary and periſhing things, 
Rom. viii. 18. Heb. xi. 26. And it is our duty to A 


chuſe them, and make all ſecular and temporary thus 
concernments to ſtand aſide, and give place to them. conſe 
Yet though men be convinced of this, their ſtub- whip 
born will ſtands out, and will not yield up itſelf to in my 
the conviction. cheru 
Further, It argues from this acknowledged truth, Aamir 
that all the delight and pleaſures in this world are ſtood 
but a miſerable portion, and that it is the higheſt often 
folly to adventure an iminortal ſoul for them, Luke and h. 
Ix. 15. Alas || what rememberance is there of How 
them in hell? They are as the waters that paſs a- with f 
way. What have they left, of all their mirth and menec 
jollity, but a tormenting ſting? It convinceth them ning at 
clearly, alſo, that in matters of deep concernment affectic 
it is an high point of wiſdom, to apprehend and obeyed 
improve the right ſeaſons and opportunities of them, iti, 3. 
Prov. x. 5. He that gathers in ſummer is a wie me. 
ſon.” Eccleſ. viii. J). A wiſe man's heart di both ir 
cerns both time and judgment. There is a ſea- dreadfi: 
{on to every purpoſe,” Eccleſ. iii. 1. viz. a nick ol tion are 
time, an happy juncture, when, if a man ſtrikes in, ſtronge 
he doth his work effectually, and with much fact: If my c 
ty: fuch ſeaſons conſcience convinceth the ſoul 0j ed, the 


and often whiſpers thus in its ear: Now, foul ſtrike coloure, 
in, cloſe with this motion of the ſpirit, and be hap- high ha 
py forever; thou mayeſt never have ſuch a ga great a 
tor heaven any more. Now, though theſe be al: 13. 0 
lowed maxims of reaſon, and conſcience en fore opened 
them ſtrongly on the ſoul, yet cannot it prevail i ſinful, { 
the proud, ſtubborn will rebels, and will not * dreadtul, 
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guided by it. See Eph. ii. 3. Job xxxiv. 37. 
Iſa. xlvi. 12. Ezek. ii. 4. Jer. xliv. 16. | 


REFLECTION. 


Ah! Lord, ſuch an heart have I had before thee; 
thus obſtmate, thus rebellious, fo uncontroulable by 
conſcience. Many a time hath conſcience thus 
winſpered in mine eat, many a time hath it ſtood 
in my way, as the angel did in Balaam's, or the 
cherubims that kept the way of the tree of life with 
flaming ſwords turning every way. Thus hath it 
{ſtood to oppoſe me in the way of my luſts. How 
ofteri hath it calmly debated thecaſe with me alone ? 
and how ſweetly hath it expoſtulated with me ? 
How clearly hath it convinced of fin, danger, duty, 
with ſtrong demonſtration ? How terrible hath it 
menaced my ſoul, and ſet the point of the threat- 
ning at my very breaſt ? And yet my head-ſtrong 
affections will not be remanded by it. I have 
obeyed the voice of every luſt and temptation, Tit. 
11. 3. but conſcience hath loſt its authority with 
me. Ah Lord! what a fad condition am TI in, 
both in reſpect of fin and mitery ! My fin receives 
dreadful aggravations, for rebellion and preſump- 
tion are hereby added to it. I have violated the 
ſtrongeſt bonds that ever were laid upon a creature. 
It my coriſcience had not thus convinced and warn- 
ed, the fin had not been ſo great and crimſon- 
coloured, Jam. iv. 17. Ah! this is to fin with an 
high hand, Numb. xv. 30. To come near to the 
great and unpardonable tranſgreffion, Pſalm xix. 
13. O how dreadful a way af ſinning is this, with 
opened eyes! and as my fin is thus out of meaſure 
ſinful, ſo my puniſhment will be out of meaſure 
dreadtul, if I perſiſt in this rebellion. Lord! thou 
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haſt ſaid, Such ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, 
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Luke xii. 48. Yea, Lord, and if over my conſcience, 
which by rebellion, is now grown. filent, ſhould be 


be in judgment awakened j in this life; O! what 
an hel ſhou'd 1 have within me hens would it 


thunder and roar upon me, and ſurround me with 


errors 230 

T by word 9 5 me, that no length of time can 
wear out of its memory what I have dene, Gen. 
xlii. 21. No violence or force can ſuppreſs it, Mat. 
xxvii. 4, No greatneſs of power can ſtifle it; it wil 
take the mightiet monarch by the throat, Exod. 
x. 16. Dan. v. 6. No muſick, pleaſures, or delights, 
can charm it Job xx. 22. O conſcience } thou art 
the ſweeteſt friend, or the dreadfuleſt enemy in the 
World; Thy conſolations are incagpparably ſweet 
and thy terrours inſupportable. Ah let me ſtand it 


out no longer againſt conſcience ; the very ſhip'in 


which I fail, is a conſutation of my madneſs, that 
uſh greedily into ſip againft both Reaſon and con- 
| Ince, and. will not be commanded by it; Surely 
my Soul, this will be bitterneſs in the end. | 


* 
* ” 
, 
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«A ſhip of greateſt burden will obey 

E The rudder; he that fits at helm may ſway 

e And guide its motion: If the pilot pleaſe, 
« The ſhip bears up againſt both Wind and ſeas, 
4% My ſoul's the ſhip, aſfections are its ſails, : 
« Conſcience the rudder. Ah! but Lord what ail 
« My naughty heart,-to ſhuffle i in and out, 

ce When its convictions bid it taek about? 

% Temptations blow a counter-blaſt, and drive 
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The veſſel where they pleaſe, tho". conſcience ſtrive. 

. And by its firong perſwaſions, it would force, | 
« My ſtubborn will to. leer apother courſe. | 
4 Lord, if I run this courſe, thy Word doth tell | 
« How quickly I muſt needs arti ve at Hell. 
« Then rectife my conſcience, change my will 
Fan in d pleaſant Gales,'my God, and fill 
« All my affections; and let nothing carry 
« My ſoul from its due courſe ot make it vary 5 
Then if the Pilot's work thou wouldſt perform, | 
ct I ſhould bear brayely up againſt a ſtorm. 
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'Through many fears and dangers Sea-menyuth, 
Yet all's forgotten when they do relurn. 


" | 1. 
OBSERVATION. 


E have an elegant and lively deſcription of 
| their fears and dangers, Pl CVll, 25, 26, 

27. He commandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy winds 

which lifteth up the waves thereof: They mount 
up to heaven, they go down again to the depths; 1 
their ſoul is melted. becauſe of trouble, they reel to 4 
and fro, they ſtagger like a drunken man x they are | 
at their wits end.” Or, as it is in the Hebrew, Alt 


wiſdom is ſwa!lozed up. Suitable to which is that 
of the poet. | 


Rector in incerto eſt, nec quid fugiatave pettve 
Invenit, ambiguis ars ſtupet ipſa malis Ovid. 


The Pilot knows not what to chuſe or flee, | 
Art ſtands amaz'd in ambiguity. 
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O what a ſtratige and miraculous” deliverance 
have many ſeamen had; How often have they 
yielded themſelves for dead men, and verily thought 
the next ſea would have ſwallowed them up ? 
How earneſtly then do they cry for mercy, and 
like the Cymbrians, can pray in a ſtorm, t hough 
they regarded it not at other times, Pfal. cvii, 26. 
Jam. 1. 5, 6, vf 


APPEICATION L 


” Theſe Areadful ſtorms do at once diſcover to us 
che mighty power of God in, raiſing them, and the 
abundant goodiieſs oi God in preſerving poor crea- 
tures in them. 
1ſt. The power of God is graciouſly manifeſted 
in raiſing them: The wind is one of the Lord's 
wonders, Pfal. cvii. 23, 24. © They that go down 
to the ſea, ſee the works of the Lord, and his (wond- 
ers) in the deep: for he commandeth and raiſeth 
the ſtormy winds.” Vea, Pſal. cxlvii.-18.” God 
-appropriates it as a peculiar work of his; He cauf- 
eth (His winds to blow ) Hence, He is ſaid in 
ſcripture, e bring them forth ef his treaſury, Job 
xxxvili. 22. There they are locked up and reſerv- 
ed, not a guſt can break forth till he command and 
call for it to go and execute his pleaſure: Vea, He 
is {aid to hold them in his fiſt, Prov. xxx. 4 
What is more uncapable of holding than the wind; 
yet God holds it, Although it be a ſtrong and ter- 
rible creature, He controu!s and rules it. Yea, the 
ſeripture ſets forth God, « As riding upon the 
wings of the wind,” Pſalm. xviii. 10. It is a bot: 
rowed ſpeech from the manner ot men, when they 
would ſhew their mp and greatnels, ride upon 
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ſome ſtately horſe or chariot: ſo the Lord to man- 
ifeſt the greatneſs of his power, rides upon the 
wings of the wind, and will, be admired in ſo terri- 
ble a creature. | | 8 

And no leſs of his glorious power appears in re- 
manding them, than in raiſing them. The heath- 
ens aſcribe this power to their Aeolus ; but we 
know this is the Royalty and ſole Prerogative of the 
true God, who made heaven and earth; it is he 
that makes the ſturm a calm, Plal. Cvii. 29. And it 
is He that ſhitts and changes them from point to 
point as he pleaſetb; tor he hath appointed them 
their circuits, Eccleſ. 1. 6. The wind goeth to- 
wards th: ſouth, and turneth about unto the north; 
it whirleth about continually, and returneth again 
according to his circuits, Aae 

2d. And as we ſhould adore his power in the 
winds, ſo ought we to admire his Goodneſs in pre- 
ſerving men in the height of all their fury and vio- 
lence. O what a marvellous work of God is here! 
That men ſhould be kept in a poor weak veſſel, 
upon the wide and ſtormy ocean, where the wind 
hath its full ſtroke upon them, and they are driven 
before it as a wreck upon the ſeas; yet, I ſay, that 
God ſhould preſerve you there, is a work of infinite 
goodnels and power, that thoſe winds which do 
rend the very earth, mountains and rocks, 1 Kings 
xix. 11. * Breaks the cedars, yea, the cedars of 
Lebanon, ſhakes the wilderneſs and makes the. hinds 
to caive :” which Naturaliſts ſay, bring forth with 
greateſt difficulty, Pſal. xxix. 5, 8, 9. Surely your 
preſervation in ſuch tempeſts, is an aſtoniſhingwork 
ot mercy. O how dreadful is this creature, the 
wind, ſometimes to you ? And how doth it make 
your hearts ſhake within you ; If but a plank 
ipring, or bolt give way, you are all loſt, Some- 


L 
$ 
r | 


way of forbearance and mercy. Ah, how ofte 
hve I been upon the very brink of eternity? had 


1 z A New Compars fur Sennen 
bse Lord for the magnifying of the riches of not C 
MS his goodncf upon you, drives you to ſuch exigen- I — 
1 cies, that as Paul ſpeaks in a like : Caſe; Acts XXvil. con b 
LY 20. All hope of being faved is taken away : Noth- | = 
$28 ing but death before your eyes. The Lord com- c _ 
1 5 mands a wind out of his treaſury, bids it go and lift an - 
— 1 up the terrible waves; lock you in upon the ſhore, LoF | 
147% and drive you upon the rocks, fo that no art can BY 
17 ſave you; and then ſends you a piece of wreck, or oy 0 
1 ſome other means to land you ſafe: And all this to 0 — 
1 give you an experiment of his goodneſs and pity "= 
t 469 that you may learn to fear that God, in wh E han Fer 
— your foul and breath ERECT | ah 
| And it may be for the preſent, that your hearts are Rv 
1 much affected; conſcience works ſtrongly, it ſmites P 1 
1 | you for fins formerly committed, ſuch counſels of he . 
_ miniſters or relations lighted. Now, faith con- Forks 
Wo ſcience, God is come in this ſtorm to reckon with RE 
1 thee for thefe things. But alas, all this is but a webs + 
* Wd morning dew ; no ſooner is that ſtorm without * Si 
| 1 __ . layed, but all is quiet within too. How _— : e 
i RF the goodneſs of God abides kindly and effeQually ge ls 
' BY upon the heart? d 
ff REFLECTION. _—_— 
1 : 
g How often hath this glorious power and good- _- . 
hels of God paſſed before me in dreadful ſtormꝭ inch 
and tempeſts at ſea ? He hath uttered his voice 11 ok 
thoſe ſtormy winds, and ſpoken in a terrible rer by ad 
by them; yet how little have I been affected = | of G0 
it? © The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind; tas 
and in the ſtorm,” Nah. i. 3. To ſome he bath e, 
walked in ways of Judgment and wrath; ſending e, 
them down in a moment to hell; but to me in 4 duell 
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not God ſhifted! of allayed the wind, in a moment; 
bad gone down into hell. What workings of 
coriſcience were at preſent upon me? And what 
terrible apprehenſions bad | then of my eternal con- 
dition? What vows did | make in that diſtreſs ? 3 
and how earneſtly did I_then beg for mercy ? but 
Lord, though thy vows are upon me, yet have 1 
been the ſame ; yea added to, and filled up the 
meaſure of my fins. Nejther the bonds of merc 
thou haſt laid upon me, nor the ſacred and ſolemn 
vows have laid upon myſelf, could reſtrain me from 
thoſe ways of iniquity, which then appeared fo 
a eo | 

Ah Lord, what” an heart have 1? What love, 
pity, and goodneſs have I finned againſt ? If God 
had but reſpited judgment ſo long what a mercy 
were it! Sure I am, the damned would account it 
o; but to give me ſuch a ſpace to repent, Ah what 
an invaluable mercy is this! And do I thus, requite 
the Lord Dew. xxxii. 6. and peryert and aþbule his 
goodneſs thus ? Surely, O my foul, if this, be the 
irait of all thy preſervations, they are rather reſerv- 
ations to ſome further and ſorer judgments. How 
creadfully will juſtice at laſt avenge the Quarrel of 
abu'ed Mercy? Joſh. xxiv. 20. How gnevouſly 
did God take it from the Maecliles, that they pro- 
voxed him at the Sea, even at the red Sea? Pſal. 
cvi. 7. where God had wrought their deliverance in 
ich a miraculous way. Even thus have I finned 
after the ſimilitude of their tranſgreſſions; not on- 
ly againſt the Laws of God, but againſt the Love 
of God. In the laſt ſtorm he ſhot off his M aru- 
y-piece 3-19 the next, he may diſcharge bis Mur- 
gering- piece againſt my ſoul and body, O my foul ! 
hath he given thee * {uch deliverancesas theſe, and 
dareſt chou again break his comma ndments Ezra, 


H 


ix. 13, 14. 0 let me pay the vows that my 
lips have uttered in my iltrels, leſt the Lord re- 
Cover his glory from me in a way of judgment,” 


9 


THE POEM. 


«4 The thip that now fails trim before a wind, 
« F're the defired ports it gains, may find 
, © Atedious paſſage : Gentle Gales a while | 
ne Do fill its ſails, the flattering feas do ſmile, 
«4 The Face of Heaven is bright, on every fide 
6 The wanton Porpeice tumbles on the Tide. 
« Into their cabins now the Seamen go, 
« And then turn out again, with, What chear be t 
All on a ſudden darkened are the flies, 
4% The lamp of heaven obſcur'd, the winds do rife ; 
4% Waves ſwell like mountains: now their courage flags 
The maſts are crackt, the canvas tern to rags. * | 
4 The veſſel works for life z anon one cries, 
% The main maſt's gone by tb Board i another plies 
« Thepump, until a third do ſtrike them blank 
*,With Siri, prepare for death aue have ſprung a plank 
4% Now to their knees they go, and on this wiſe 
They beg for mercy with their loudeſt cries : 
« Lord, fave us but this once, and thou ſhalt ſee 
4 What Perſons for the future we will be: 
« Our former time's miſ-ſpent, but with a vow, 
«© We will engage, if thou will ſave us now 
« To mend what is amiſs. The gracious Lorg 
« Inclined to pity, takes them at their word ; 
4 The winds into their treaſures he doth call, 
% Rebukes the ſtormy ſea, and brings them all 
«© To their defired Haven: once aſhore, 
« And then their Vows are ne er remembered more. 
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Thus Gs are fhipwiackt the? the bod vez * .. 
u Uniefs in time thou true Repentance give. 
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The navigator ſhifts his ſails, to take, | 
All winds, but that which for bis ſoul doth make. 


OBSERVATION. 


HE mariner wants no ſkill and wiſdom to 
K improve ſeveral winds, and make them ſer- 
viceable to his end; a bare fide-wind, by his fkill - 
in ſhifting and managing the fails, will ſerve his 
turn: He will not loſe the advantage of one breath 
or gale that may be uſeful to him, I have man 
times wondered to ſee two ſhips failing in a di 
counter motion, by one and the ſame wind. Their 
{kill and wiſdom herein is admirable. 


APPLICATION. 


Thus prudent and ſkilful are men in ſecular and 
lower matters, and yet how ignorant and unſkilful 
in the great and everlaſting affairs of their ſouls ! 
All their invention, judgement, wit, and memory 
leem to be preſſed for the ſervice of the fleſh. They 
can learn an art quickly, and arrive to a great deal 


* L 
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of exactneſs in it; but in ſoul- matters, no knows N 
ledge at all. They can underſtand the Equator, ſuc 
Me idian and Horizon: By the firſt they can tell the 
the. latitude. af any place, South. or. North. meaſur- blu 
ing it by the degrees in the Meridian; by the ſecond gra 
they can tell you the longitude of a place, eaſt and Is tl 
weſt, from the Meridian, meaſuring it by the de- tout 
grees of the Zquaror-z And by the third, they whe 
can diſcern the the divers riſings and ſettings of the pare 
Stars. And ſo in other Arts and ſciences, we find und 
men endowed - with rare abilities, and fingular and 
ſagacity. Some have, piercing - apprehenfions, mak 
ſolid judgments, ſtupendous, memories, rare the 
Invention, and excellent elocution : But put them Fat! 
upon any ſpiritual ſupernatural matter, and the hid 
weakeſt chriſtian, if a habe in Chrift, ſhall veal, 
excel them therein, and give a far bei. hum 
ter account of Regeneration, the work of grace, the to d 
Life of Faith than theſe can. 1. Cor. 1. 26. Not at, 
many wiſe men after the fleſh. &c. But God hath exch 


cholen the fooliſh things of this world, &.“ 
REFLEOTION. 


How inexeuſable then art thou, O my Soul | and 
how mute and confounded muſt thou needs ſtand 
before thc bar of God, in that great day ?. Thou 
hadſt a Talent of natural parts committed to thee, 
but which way have they been improved? I had an 

underſtanding indeed, but it was not ſanctified ;1 
Memory, but it was like a Sieve, that let go tbe 
corn, andiretain'd nothing but huſks and chaff; Wit 
and invention, but alas none to do myſelf. good. 
Ah! how will theſe riſe in judgment againſt me, ans 

Hop my mouth ? What account ſhall I give 
them in that day? | | 


Or Navigation Spiritualixed. br 

Again: are men (otherwiſe prudent and ſkillful) 
ſuch ſots and fools in ſpiritual things? Then let 
the poor weak Chriſtian, whoſe natural parts are 
blunt and dull, admire the riches of God's free 
grace to him. O What an aſtoniſhing conſideration 
is this ? That God ſhould paſs by men of the pro- 
toundeſt natural parts, and chuſe me, even poor me, 
whoſe natural faculties and endowments com- 
pared with theirs, are but as Lead to Gold! Thus 
under the law he paſt by the Lion and the eagle, 
and choſe the Lamb and Dove. O, how ſhould it 
make me to advance Grace, as Chriſt doth upon 
the ſame account, Mat. xi. 25. I thank thee, * 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt 
hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and re- 
vealed them unto babes.“ And let it ever be an 
humbling confideration to me ; For who made me 
to differ ? Is not this one principal thing, God aims 
at, in calling ſuch as l am; that -boaſting may be 
excluded, and himſelf alone exalted ? © | 


« One thing doth very much affect my mind, 

| «© To ſee the Sea men husband every wind ; 
« With excellent art he ſhifts the ſails and knows 
« How to improve the faireſt Wind that blows. 
« If a direct or fore-right gale he want, 
« A fide, wind ſerves his turn, tho ne'r ſo ſcant, 
% And will not this one day in judgment riſe 
« Azainft your fouls? Ah! can you be ſo wiſe 
« In ſmaller matters; what, and yet not know | 
* How to Improve freſh gales of grace that blow ? 
1% Faſt moor'd in fin your wind- bound Souls can lie, 
« Ard let theſe precious gales, rife, blow, and die. 
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. S6Hdethries on your affeRtions you may feel 
6 Such ffacious bieathinge : Ah, but hearts of fiee!, 
66 They move you got, nor cauſe you to relent, 
1% Though ablez/like E/ijab's. wind, to rent 
« The Rotks afunder 1 If you do not prize 
& Thoſe breathings, other winds will ſhortly rife, 
e And from another quarter 3 thoſe once gone, 
1 The next lock out for an Eureclydon, 
1A dreadful ſtorm 1 how ſoon no man can tell; 
% But when it comes *twill blow fuck ſouls to hell.“ 
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IF Sea-men lofe a gals, there they may lie: 
The Soul whey once becalm'd, in ſin may die. 


OBSERVATION. 


EA-MEN are very watchful to take their op- 
portunity of wind and tide ; and it much con- 
cerns them ſo to be: The neglect of a few hours, 
ſometimes loſes them their paſſage, and proves 2 
great detriment to them. They know the wind 
is an uncertain variable thing? they muſt take it 
when they may ; they are unwilling to looſe one 
flow, or breath' that may be. ſerviceable to them. 
If a proſperous gale offers, and they not ready, it 
repents them to loſe it, as much as it would repent 
us to ſee a veſſel of good wine or Beer tapt and 
run to waſte. | | 


\ 
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APPLICATION. 


There are alſo ſeaſons and gales of grace for our 
ſouls ; golden opportunities of ſalvation afforded to 
men, the neglect of which proves the loſs and ruin 
of ſouls. God hath-given unto men. a day of vi- 
ſitation, which he hath limited, Heb, iv. 7. and 
keeps an exact account of every year, month and 
day, that we have enjoyed it, Luke xii. 5. Jer. 
XXv. 3. Luke xix. 42. The longeſt date of it can 
be but the time of this life : This is our day to 
work in, John ix, 4. and upon this ſmall wire, the 
weight of eternity hangs. '. But ſometimes the ſea- 
ſon of grace is ended before the night of death 
comes ; the accepted time 15 gone, men frequently 
out live it, Luke xix. 44. 2. Cor. vi. 2. Or, 
if the outward means of ſalvation be continued, 
yet the ſpirit many times withdraws from thoſe 
means, and ceaſes any more to ſtrive with men; and 
then the bleſſing, power and efficacy is gone from 
them, and inſtead thereof a curſe ſeizeth the ſoul, 


ph. Heb. vi. 7. 8. and Jer. vi. 30. 
on Therefore it is a matter of high W gre to 
ed our ſouls, to apprehend theſe ſeaſons. How pathe- 


tically doth Chriſt bewail Jeruſalem, upon this ac- 
count! Luke xix. 42. O that thou hadſi known at 
leaſt in this thy day, the things of thy peace ! but naw 
they are hid from thine eyes. If a company of Sea- 
men be ſet a-ſhore upon ſome remote, uninhabited 
Iſland, with this advice, to be aboard again exactly 
at ſuch an hour, elſe they muſt be left behind: 
how doth it concern them to be punctual to their 
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| | time ? The lives of thoſe men depend upon 4 
| quarter of an hour, Many a ſoul hath periſhed e- 
ternally (the Goſpel leaving them behind in their 


that l 
is paſt 


ſins) becauſe they knew not the time of their viſi- Er 
f | | Crane 
at | N rt Jer. v 
en e ty 
817 F 1 5 ord | 
What golden ſeaſons for ſalvation haſt thou en- 7 
| Dach e my ſoul? What Halcyon- days ot goſpel- s nen 

igbt and grace haſt thou had? How have the pre- 

ctous gales of grace blown to no purpole upon thee ! 

and the ſpirit waited and ſtriven with thee in vain ? 
The kingdem of heaven (being opened in the goſpel- 1 
diſpenſations) hath ſuffered vid ence. Multitudes « 
have been preſſing into it in my days, and I myſell l 
have ſometimes been a/meft. perſuaded, and not far 6 
from the Kingdom of God: I have gone as far a 4 
conviction.of fin and miſery: yea, J have been car- G 
ried by the power of the göſpel, to refolve and » 
purpoſe to turn to God, and become a new cres » 
ture; but fin hath been too ſubtil and deceitful for * 
me : I fee, my reſolutions were but as an early « 
cloud, or morning dew ; and now my heart is cold 1 
and dead again, ſettled upon its lees. Ah ! I han ves 
cauſe to fear and tremble, Jeſt God hath left me «] 
"under. that curſe, Rev. xx'1, 11. Let him thats 13 
filthy be filthy ſtill. J fear I am become as that mir 49 
place, Ezek. xlvii. 11. that ſhall not be healed by « E 
the ſtreams of the Goſpel, but give: 7o felt, and «« x 
curſed into perpetual barreneſs. Ah Lord wilt thou 9 
leave me ſo! and ſhall thy {pirit ſtrive no mot 111 
with me? Then it had been good for me that 1 bal * 
never been born. Ah, if 1 have triſled out this (ev NY 
cc TI 


ſon and irrecoverable loſt it, then I may take 
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that lamentation, Jer. viii. 20, and ſay, My harveſt 
ts paſt, my ſumvier is ended, and I am not Javed 
Every creature knows its time, even the Turtle, 
Crane and Stba/low, know the time of their coming, 
Jer. vin. 7. How brutiſh am I, that have not known 
the time of my vifitation ! © thou that art the 
Lord of life and time, command one gracious ſeaſon 
more for me, and make it effectual to me, before 1 


En: go hence, and be ſeen no more ? 
ſpel- ap BP: 
pre- — 
thee | C 
rain ? THE POE N. 
oſpel- 
itudes 1 A freſh and whiſking gale preſents to day, 
mylell gut now the ſhip's not ready; winds muſt ſtay, 
Dt far „ And wait the ſea· men's leiſure, Well, to morrow 
far as «« They will put out; but then, unts their ſorrow, 
n CAr- That ind is ſpent, and by that means they gaing 
e and «1 Perchance a mouth's repentance, if not twain. 
crea- « At laſt another, offers now. they're gone; 
fo! {or 40 But e're they gain their port, the niarket's done, 
1 early For every work and purpoſe under heaven, 

is cold «A proper time and ſeaſon God hath given. 
I hare « © The fowls of heaven, ſwallow turtle, crane, 
lefr me «© Do apprehend i it, and put us to ſhame. 
1 that i % Man hath his ſeaſon too; but that miſ-ſpent, 
at mic « There? s tine enough his folly to repent. 
ted by ec « Eternity" $ before him, but therein 
all, and « Xo more ſuch golden hours as theſe have been. 
Alt thou When theſe are paſt away, chen you ſhall find 
10 mode . That proverb true, occafion's bald bebind. | 
lat 1 hall «c Delays are dangerous ; ; ſee that you diſcern 
this (et * Your proper ſeaſons. O that you would learn 

t ake vi T This wiſtomfrom thoſe fools that come too late 8 


With fruitleſs cties, when Chriſt has ſhut the gate,” 
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By Navigation ove place flores another ; a 

And by communion. we muſt help each other. yp 

| 8 . | | all er 
| OBSERVATION. ties in 
— NES, 82 and vi 
HE moſt wiſe God hath ſo diſpenſed his bou dle 

ty to the ſeveral nations of the world, tu cell d i: 

one ſtanding in need of anothers commodita were th 
there might. be a ſociable commeree and tratiah ſels are 

maintained amongſt them all, and all combining excel of 

a common ge may by the help of navigatu other re 

exhibit mutual uceours to each other. The or. and 

ple comme d.ues proper to each country, I duch as 

thus expreitcd by the poet, Bart. Coll. The ſol 

e his | that live 

Hence comes our ſugars. from Canary iſles, that apf 


From Candy currents, muſkadels, and oyls ; gifts anc 
From the Mo:uccoes, 1 : balſamum very bal 


From Egypt; odours from Arabia come; And \ 
Fram Iudia gumis, rich drugs and 1vwory ; bution, 
From Syria mummy ; black, red ebony ] Cor. x 
From burning Chus ; from Peru, pearl and gall © have n 
From Riga furs, to keep the rich from cold. there is 1 
From Florence ſilks; from Spain fruit, ſaffron, fac Children 
From Denmark amber, cordage, firs, and flax; * In. 
From Holland hops; horſe from the banks of Rl athers ki 
From Eigland wool : all Lands, as God diſtribe Pal 

19 j a 


To the world's trealure pay their ſundry tribul 
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eien, 


Thus hath God diſtributed the more rich and 
precious gifts and graces of his ſpirit among bis 
people: Some excelling in one grace, ſome in and- 
ther, tho' every grace, in ſome degree, be in them 
all; even as in Na/ure, tho' there be all the facul- 
ties in all, yet ſome faculties are in ſome more lively 
and vigarous than in others; ſome have a more 
vigorous eye others a more ready ear, others a more 
yoluble tongue; ſo it's in ſpirituali, Abraham ex- 
cell'd in Faith, Job in patience, John in love, I heſe 


11s bout 
rid, thi 
mnoditieg 


J trafic ſels are not of one quantity; yet even thoſe that 


01ning excel others in ſome particular grace, come ſhort in 
VA other reſpects of tho#: they ſo excelled in the form- 
The er, and may be much improv'd by conyerſe with 
„Ich as in ſome reſpects are much below them. 


The ſolid, wife, and judicious chriftian may want 
that livelineſs of affections, and tenderneſs of heart, 


FR that appears in the weak ; and one that excels in 

22 gifts and utterance, may learn humility from the 
e very babes in Chriſt. | n 

And one principal reafon of this different diſtri- 

bution, is ta maintain fellowſhip among them all, 

1 Cor. xii. 21, © The hcad cannot ſay to the feet 

ind go | have no need of you.” As in a family, where 

old. there is much buſineſs to be done, even the little 

on, ſad children bear a part, according to their ſtrength, 

Aar er. vun. 18: © The children gather wood the 

of Rf fathers kindle the fire, the women knead the dough.” 

diftribs 0 in the family ot Chriſt, the weakeſt chriſtian is 

y tribs lerviceable to the ſtrong, f 


were their peculiar excellencies. All the elect veſa 
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There be precious treafures in theſe earthen vel. 


ſels, for which we ſhou}d trade by mutual commu- 
nion. The preciouſneſs of the treaſure, ſhould 
draw out our deſires and endeavours after it; and 
the conſideration ot the brittleneſs of thoſe. veſſel 
in which they are kept, ſhould cauſe us to be the 
more expeditious in our trading with them, and 
make the quicker returns: For when thoſe veſſel; 
(I mean the bodies, of the fajnts} are broken by 
death, there is no more to be gotten out of them, 
That treaſure ot grace which made them ſuch pro- 
ftable, pleaſant, and defirable companions on earth, 
then aſcends with them into heaven, where every 
grace receives its adoleſence and perfection: And 
then though they be ten thouend times more 
excellent and delightſul than ever they wen 
on earth, yet we can haye no more communion 
with them, till we come to glory ourſelves. Now 
therefore it behoves us to be enriching ourſelves by, 
communication of what God bath- dropt into us 
and improvement of them; as one well notes 
117 We ſhould do by faints, as we ul 
ta do by ſome choice book lent u 
for a few days, we ſhould fix in out 
memaries, or tranſcribe all the choice notions ws 
meet with im it, that they may be our own when 
the book is called for, and we can have it no long 


by vs. 


Me. Gurnal, 
- . * - = * 


REFLECTION. 


Lord. how ſhort do I come of my duty in com 
municating to, or receiving good by others! M 
foul is either empty and barren, or if there be af 
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treaſure in it, yet it is but as a treaſure locked up 
in ſome cheſt, whoſe key is loſt, when it ſhould be 
opened for the uſe of others. Ab Lord! I have 
ſinned greatly, not only by vain- words, but finful 
ſilence, I have been of Rttle uſe in the world. | 

How little alſo have J gott-n by communion 
with others? Some, it may be, that are of my own 
fize or judgment, or that I am atherwife obliged to, 
I can delight to converfe with : But O, where is 
that largeneſs of heart, and general delight T' ſhould 
have to, and in all thy people? How many. of my 
old dear acquaintance are now in heaven, whoſe 
tongues were as choice ſilver, while they were here, 
Prov. x. 20. And bleſſed fouls, how communica- 
tive were they of what thou gaveſt them ? O what 
an improvement had I made of my talent this way, 
had 1 been diligent ! Lord pardon my neglect of 
thoſe ſweet and bleſſed advantages. O let all my 
delight be in thy ſaints, who are the excellent of the, 
earth. Let me never go out of their company, 
without an heart more warmed, quickned, and en- 
larged, than when I came amongſt them. 


bay « or” "OI" IR — — * 7 „ 111 
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Ko 


THE POEM, 


© To ſeveral nations God doth fo diſtribute | 
« His bounty, that each one muſt pay a tribute . 
« Unto each other. Europe cannot vaunt, 
« 'And fay, of Africa I have no want. 
« America and Alia need not ſtrive, 
« Which of it{-1f can beſt ſabſiſt and live. 
« Each countries want, inſomething, doth maintain 
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/++ * 4« Commerce betwixt them all. Such is the aim 
n « And end of Oi, who doth diſpenſe and give 
| © More grace to ſome, theis brethren to relieve. ; 
| # This makes the fur'ten thouſand times mage bright 
6 Becauſe it is diffuſive of its light, ks 
4 Its beams are gilded gloriouſly ; but then 
4 This property doth gild them o'er again. PER. 
« Should ſun, moon, ſtars, impropriate all their light, 
6 What diſmal darkneſs would the world benight ? 
70 On this account men hate the vermia brood, 
t Becauſe they take in much, but dp no good. 
# What harm, if I at yours, my candle light 
« Except thereby, I make your m more bricht. 
He that, by pumping, ſucks and draws the ſpring, 
« New ſtreams, vn! fecetery to that well doth bring; 
« Grace Is a treaſure in an earthen pyt 3 
When death hath daſht it, no more can be got 
* Out of that veſſel : Then, while it is whole, bY F394) 
© Get out the treaſure to enrich your ſoul." = 76, 
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The rocks abide, th cugh ſeas againf? them rage, 
80 foall the Church; which is Ber 8 Beritage. 


obSERTATION. 


HE rocks, thc ſituate in the bbiſterous 
and tempeſtuous ocean, yet abide firm and 
unmovable from age to age : The impetuous waves 


On 


"OUS. 
and 
LVCS 


_ church, amidſt all dangers and oppoſitions where- 


of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it.” The gates of 


Jews wherein their ammunition for war was lodg- 
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daſh againſt them with great violence, but cannot 
remove them out of their place. And although 
ſometimes they waſh over them, and make them to 
diſappear, yet there they remain fixt and impregna- 
ble. aig 


APPLICATION. 


This is a lively emblem of the condition of the 


with it is encountred and and affaulted in this 
world. Theſe metaphorical waves ' roar and beat 
with violence againſt it, but with as little ſucceſs as 
the ſea againſt the rock, Mat. xvi. 18. Upon 
this rock will 1 build my church, and the (gates) 


hell are the power and policy of hell; for it is con- 
vinced to be an allufive ſpeech to the gates of the 


ed, which alfo were the feats of judicature, there 
fate the judges : but yet, theſe gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail. Nay, this rock is not only invincible 
in the midſt of their violence, but alſo breaks all 
that daſh againſt it, Zech. xii. 3. In that day 
I will make Jeriſalem a burdenſome ſtone for all 
people: all that burden themſelves with it, ſhall be 
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be 
gathered together, againſt it.” An allufion to 
one that effays to roll tome great ſtone againſt the 
hill, which at laſt returns upon him, and cruſhes 
him to pieces: | 1 

And the reaſon why it is thus firm and impregna- 
ble, is not ſrom itfelt ; for alas, fo conſidered, it is 
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enk aucb obnoxjous to ruin; but from the a Was nc 
mighty power of God, which guards and preſerves fully a 
it day mght, Pfal. xlvi, 55 6. God is in the all the 
- midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved: God ſhall ceedin 
help her, and that right early.“ Vatab. Dun that e: 
2 mare; When the morning appears. Which touche 
notes (faith Catvin) God's aſſiduous and conſtant that ſt 
help and ſuctrour, Which is extended in all dangers, and at 
as conſtantly as the ſun riſes. And this aſſiduous and at 
ſuccour to his people, and their great ſecurity there- the apf 
by, is ſet forth in the ſeriptures by a pleaſant varie. ern ob 
ty of metaphors and emblems; Zech. ii. 5. er and 
( (aich the Lord) will be a wall of fire round about rael ne 
it. Some think this phraſe alludes to the Cberu- Babylos 
Sims, that kept the' way of the tree of life with the ten 
flaming ſwords: Others, to the fiery chariots a man 
round Abet Datham, where Eliſha was : hut moſt 
think it to be an alluſion to an ancient cuſtom of 
- travellers in the defarts ; who to prevent the aſſaults 
of wild beaſts in the night, made a Circular fire | And 
round about them, which was as a wall to them: its preſe 
Thus will God be to his people, a wall of fire, which tempeſt 
hone can ſcale. So Exod. ili, 3, 4, 5. We have deſpond 
an excellent emblem of the churches low and dan- Sen{ibl. 
gerous condition, and admirable preſervation. . You realon | 
have here, both a marvel and a myſtery : The mar- ment, r 
vel was to ſet a buſh all on fire and yet not conſum- tear of | 
ed. The myflety is this : the buſh repreſented Wa 
the ſad condition of the church in Egypt; the fire that ma 
flaming upon it, the grievious afflictions, troubles, A all tl 
and bondage it was in there; the remainitig of the ny lie, 
buſki unconſumed, the ſtrange and gadmirable-pre- A r: 
ſervation of the church in thoſe troubles. It lived and deli 
there as the three noble Jews, untouched in the iriends : 
midft of a burning fiery furnace : And the angel of ence, 
the Lerd in a flame of fire in the midſt of the buſh; 


_— 
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was nothing elſe but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, power- 
fully and graciouſly preſent with his people, amidſt 
all their dangers and ſufferings. The Lord is ex- 
ceeding tender over thern, and jealous tor them, as 
that expreſſion imports, Zech. ii. 8. © He that 
touches you, touches the apple of mine eye.” He 
that ſtrikes at them, ſtrikes at the face of God ; 
and at the moſt excellent part of the face, the eye; 
and at the moſt tender and precious part of the eye 
the apple of the eye. And yet (as a learned mod- 
ern oberves) this people of whom he uſes this ten- 
er and dear expreſſion, were none of the beſt of It: 
rael neither; but the reſidue that ſtaid behind in 
Babylon, when their brethern were gone to rebuild 
the temple; and yet over theſe, is he as tender, as 
a man is over his eye“ 


REFLECTION. 


And is the ſecurity of the church fo great! and 
its preſervation fo admirable, amidſt all ſtorms and 
tempeſts! then, why artthou fo prone and ſubject to 
deſpond, O my ſoul, in the day of Sons trouble? 
Senſtble thou waſt, and oughteſt to be; but no 
reaſon to hang down the head through diſcourage- 
ment, much leſs to forſake Sion in her diſtrels, for 
tear of being ruined with her. 


that may Zion ſpeak to all her ſons and daughters 
in all their diſtrefles : “ Though he that ſeeketh 
thy life, teeketh mine alſo; yet with me ſhalt thou 
be in ſafeguard. God hath entailed great ſalvation 
and deliverance upon Stan; and blefled are all her 
Iriends and favourites; the rock of ages is its de- 
rence. Fear not therefore, O my ſoul, though the 


K 


What David ſpake to Abiathar, 1 Sam. xxii. 23. 
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hills be removed out of their place, and caſt into the 
- mid{t of the tea. O let my faith triumph, and my 
heart rejoice upon this ground of comfort. I lee the 
ſame rocks now, and in the fame place and conditi- 
on they were many years ago. Though they heve en- 
dured many ftorms, yet there they abide ; and ſo 
ſhall Sion, when the proud waves have ſpent their 
fury and rage againſt it. 


THE PO E M. 


« Meſ-potania, ſituate in the ſeas, 
May repreſent the church, or if you pleaſe, 


A rock, o'er which the waves do waſh and ſwill, 


May figure it; chuſe either, which you will. 


Winds ftrive upon thoſe feas, and make a noife, 


The lofty waves ſometimes lift up their voice, 
And ſwelling high, fucceſſively do beat 

With violence againſt it, then retreat. 

They break themſelyes, but it abides their ſhock ; 
And when their rage is ſpent, there ſtands the rock. 


Then they are oat, that do affirm and vote, 

Peace, pomp, and ſplendour is the churches Note: 
And they deſerve no leſs reproof, that are 

In Zion's troubles ready to deſpair. 

This rock amidft far ſtronger rocks do lie, 

Which are its fence, ſo deep, fo thick, fo high, 
They can't be batter'd ſcal'd, or undermin d: 

And theſe, environ'd by them, daily find 

Their bread aſcertain'd ; waters too ſecur'd 


Then ſhout and ling, ye that are thus immur'd. 
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Nhat donpers run they for a little gaint, | 
Who for their ſouls, would ne er take bai if the pains ! 


OW exceeding ſolicitous and adventurous are 

camen for a ſmall portion ot the world? 
How prodigal of ſtrength and life for it? They 
will run to the ends of the earth, engage in a thoul- 
and dangers, upon the hopes and probability of get- 
ting a {mall eſtate. Per mare, per lerras, per mille 
pericu/a current. Hopes of gain makes them willing 
to adventure their liberty, yea, their lite; and en- 
courages them to endure heat, cold, and hunger, 


and a thouſand ftreights and difficulties, to which, 


they are frequently expoſed. 


APPLICATION. 


How hot and eager are mens affections after the 
world? And how remiſs and cold toward things 
eternal ? They are careful, and troubled n 16 
ny things, but ſeldom mind the great and necelfary 
matters, Luke x. 41. They can riſe early, go to 
bed late, eat the bread of carefulneſs : But when 
did they ſo deny themſelves for their poor ſouls ? 
Their 4 are full of deſigns and projects to get 
or advance an eſtate: We will go into ſuch a 
city, continue there a year, and buy and ſell, and 
get gain, James iv. 13. This is the {0 ergon, the 
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maſter-deſign, which engroſſeth all their time, ſtud. 
ies and contrivances. The will hath paſt a decree 


for it, the heart and affections are fully let out to 


it, They will be rich, 1 Tim. vi. 9. This decree of 
the will, the ſpirit of God takes deep notice of it; 
and indeed it is the cleareſt and fulleſt diſcovery of 
man's portion and condition: For, look what iz 
higheſt in the eſtimation, firſt and laſt in the 
thoughts, and upon which we ſpend our treaſure, 
Mat. vi. 20, 21, The heads and hearts of ſaints are 
full of ſolicitous cares and fears about their ſpiritual 
condition: The great deſign they drive on, to 
which all other things are but (parraga,) things on 
the by, is to make {ure their calling and election. 
This is the? (pondus) the weight and byaſs of their 
ſpirit : if their hearts ſtray and wander after any o- 
ther thing, this reduces them again. 


XR EF ECTION 


Lord, this hath been my manner from my youth 
may the carnal minded men ſay; I have been h. 
bouring for the meat that periſheth ; diſquieting 
mylelf in vain, full of deſigns and projects for the 
world, and unwearied in my endeavours to compas 
Ma earthly treaſure ; yet therein I have either been 
checkt and diſappointed by providence ; or it | 
have obtained, yet I am no ſooner come to en?) 
that content and comfort I promiſed myſelt in it 
but I am ready to leave it all, to be ſtript out of i 
by death, and in that day all my thoughts periſh. 
But in the mean time, what have I done for mi 
ſoul? When did 1 ever break a night's ſleep, 0 
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deny and pinch myſelf for it? Ah fool that I am! 
to nouriſh and pamper a vile body, which muſt 
ſhortly lie under the clods and become a loathſome 
carcaſe; and in the mean time, neglect and undo 
my poor ſoul, which partakes of the nature of an- 
gels, and muſt live for ever. I have kept others 
vineyards, buc mine own vineyard I have not kept : 
have been a perpetual drudge and flave to the 
world; in a worſe condition hath my foul been, 
than others that are condemned to the mines. 
Lord change my treaſure, and change my heart: 
O let it ſutfice that 1 been thus long labouring in 
the fire, for very vanity. Now gather up my 
heart and affections in thyſelf, and let my great de- 
ſign now be, to ſecure a ſpecial intereſt in thy bleſ- 
ſed ſelf, that I may once ſay, To me to live is 


Chriſt, 


THE POEM. 


e The face of man impreſt and ſtampt on Gold, 
« With crown and royal ſcepters we behold. 

« No wonder that an humane face it gains, 

6 Since head, heart, foul and body it obtains. 
Nor is it ſtrange a ſcepter it ſhould have, * 
6 That to its yoke the world doth fo enſla ve, 

*« Charm'd with its chinking note, away they go 
Like eagles to the carcaſs, ride and row. 

4 Thro' worlds of hazards fooliſh creatures run, 
“That into its embraces they may come. 

Poor Indians in the mines my heart condoles, 
But ſeldom turns aſide to pity ſouls, | 

* Which are the ſlaves indeed, that toil and ſpend 
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c Themſelves upon its ſervice, Surely, friend, 

4 They are but ſextons to prepare and make 

4 Thy grave within thoſe mines, whence they do take 
4 And dig their ore. Ah ! many ſouls, I fear, 

4% Whoſe bodies live, yet lie entombed there. 

4 Is gold ſo tempting to you? Lo, Chriſt ſtands, 

cc Wich length of days, and ti ches in his hans. 
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« Gold in the fire tried he freely proffers ; Calls 

ec But few regard or take thoſe golden offers, vida 
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Millions of creatures in the ſeas are fed : have 1 
Why -then are ſaints in doubt of daily bread ? care, 1 
| | on hit 

DSERY AT ION. There 
THERE are multitudes of living creatures 1 Jae 
the ſea. The P/almiſt faith, there are init Chile 

« 1 hings creeping innumerable, both ſmall and 8 

reat beaſts,” Plal. civ. 25. And we read, Gen. which 
20. That when God bleſſed the waters he faid, thefs j 
let the waters bring torth abundantly, both fiſh and that ſp, 
fowl, that move in it, and fly above it, Yet al for is « 
thoſe multitudes of fiſh and fowl, both in fea and wats 
land, are cared and provided for, Pſal. cxlv. 15, 16, yours, 2 
ce Thou giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon; thou Anothe 
openeſt thy hand, and fatisfieſt the defire of eve! ral thin 
living thing.” and the 
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APPLICATION. 


If God takes care for the fiſhes of the ſea, and 
fowls of the air, much more will he care and pro- 
vide for thoſe that fear him. When the poor 
and needy ſeeketh water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thriſt; I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Vrael will not forſake them, 
Ia. xli. 17. Take no thought for your life ( /ai/b 


- the Lord) what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink ; 


or for the body what ye ſhall put on:“ Which 
he backs with an argument from God's providence 
over the creature, and enforceth it with a (much 
rather) upon them, Mat. vi. 25, 31. God would 
have his people without zareſulne/s. (i. e.) anxious 
care, 1 Cor, vii, 32. ** And to caſt their care up- 
on him, for he careth for them,“ 1 Pet. v. 7. 
There be two main arguments ſuggeſted in the 
goſpel, to quiet and fatisfie the hearts of faints in 
this particular: The one is, that the giſt of Jeſus 
Chriſt amounts to more than all theſe things come 
to? Yea, in beſtowing him, ke has given that 
which virtually and eminently comprehends all 
theſe inferiour mercies in it, Rom. 8. 32. © He 
that ſpared not his own Son hut delivered him up 
tor us all? how, ſhall he not with him freely give 
us all things? And 1 Cor. iti. 22. All things are 
Yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's.“ 
another argument is, that God gives theſe tempo- 
ral things to thoſe he never gave his Chriſt unto, 
and therefore there is no great matter in them: 
Yea, to thole, which in a little while are to be 
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thruſt into hell, Pſal. xvii. 14. Now, if God 
clothe and feed his enemies, if (to allude to that, 
Luke xii. 28.) He clothes this graſs, which to day 
is in its pride and glory in the field, and tomorrow 
is caſt into the oven, into hell. How much more 
will he cloath and provide for you that are ſaints ? 
This God that feeds all the creatures, is your 
father, and a father that never dies; and therefore 
you ſhall not be as expoſed orphans, that are the 
children of ſuch a father. For he hath (aid, I 
will never leave you, nor forſake you,“ Heb. xiii. 
I have read of a good woman, that in all wants 
and diſtreſſes, was wont to encourage herſelf with 
that word, 2 Sam. xxit. 47., The Lord fiveth. But 
one time being in a deep diſtreſs, and forgetting 
that conſolation, one of her little children came to 
her and ſaid, Mother, why weep ye ſo ® What is Cod 
dead now © Which words from a child, ſhamed 
her out of her unbelieving fears, and quickly 
brought her ſpirit to reſt. O Saint ! whilſt God 
lives, thou caaſt not want what is good for thee. 
How ſweet a life might chriſtians live, could they 
but bring their hearts to a full ſubjection to the 
diſpoſing will of God ! to be content not only with 
what he commands and approves, but allo with 
what he allots and appoints. It was a, ſweet reply, 
that a gracious woinan once made upon her death- 
bed, to a friend that aſked her whether ſhe were 
more willing to live or die? She anſwer'd, I am 
pleas'd with what God pleaſeth. . Yea, {aid het 
friend,” but if God ſhould refer it to you, which 
would you chuſe ? Truly, (th ſhe) if God ſhould 
refer it to me, I would refer it to him again. Ah 
bleſt life, when the will is ſwallow'd up in the will 
of God, and the heart at reſt in his care and love 
and pleaſed with all his appointinents !' 
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REFLECTION: 


I remember my fault this day, may many a gra- 
cious foul ſay. Ah how faithleſs and diſtruſtful 


have I been notwithſtanding the great ſecurity God 


hath given to my faith, both in his word and works! 
O my ſoul, thou haſt greatly ſinned therein, and 
diſhonoured thy Father! I have been worſe to my 


Father, than my children are to me: They trou- - 


ble not their thoughts with what they ſhall eat or 
drink, or put on, but truſt to my care and ptoviſion 
for that: Yet I cannot truſt my Father, though 
I have have ten thouſand times more reaſon ſo to 
do, than they have to truſt me; Mat. 7. 21. Sure- 
ly, unleſs I were jealous of my Father's affection, I 
could not be ſo dubious of his proviſion for me. 
Ah, I ſhould rather wonder that I have ſo much; 
than repine that I have no more. I ſhould rather 
have been troubled that I have done no more for 
God, than that I have received no more from God. 
L have not proclaimed it to the world by my con- 
verſation, that I have found a ſufficiency in him a- 


lone, as the ſaints have done, Hab. in. 17, 19. 


How have I debaſed the faithfulneſs and all ſuffi- 
ciency of God, and magnified thele earthly trifles, 
by my anxiety about them ? Had I had more faith, a 
light purſe would not have made ſuch an heavy 
heart. Lord how often haſt thou convinced me of 
this tolly, and put me to the bluſh, when thou haſt 
confuted my unbelief ; ſo that I have reſolved nev- 
er to diſtruſt thee more, arid yet new exigencies re- 
new this corruption? How contradictory alſo hath 
my heart and my prayers been ? | pray for them 


of my heart aul life. 
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conditionally, and with ſubmiſſton to thy will: J 
muſt have them; yet this hath been the langu 
0 convince me of this fol. 


- THE POEM. 
140 Variety of curious fiſh are eaught 

« Out of the ſea, and to our tables brought; 

« We pick the choiceſt bits, and then we ſay, 

% We are ſyffic'd ; come, now take away. 

«The table voided, you have done; but fain 

« J wauld perſuade to have it brought again. 

« The 8 bit of all remains behind 

66 Which through your want of ſkill, you could not find. 
« A bit for faith, have you not found it ? Then 
] have made but half a meal; come taſte agen, 
« Haſt thou conſidered (O my ſoul) that hand 

« Which feeds thoſe multitudes in ſea and land ? 
« A double mercy in it thou ſhould fee ; 

© It fed them firſt, and then with them fed thee. 
% Food in the waters we ſhould think were ſcant 
& For ſuch a multitude, yet none do want. 

« What numerous flocks of birds above me fly? 

* When ſaw I one, through want fall down and die? 
© They gather what his hand to them doth bring, 
6 Tho? but a worm, and at that feaſt can fling. 

« How full a table deth my Father keep ? 

% Bluſh then, my naughty heart, repent and weep 
« How faithlefs and diſtruſt ful haſt thou been, 

* Although his care and love thou oft haſt ſeen ? 
Thus in a fingle diſh you have a feaſt, 

© Your firſt and ſecond courſe, the laſt the bel, 
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11 


16 c H AN. Mv. 
gea-· waters drained through the earth are faweet ;; 
So are th' affiiftions which God's people meet. 


OBSER/VAT ION. 


HE waters of the ſea in themſelves, are 
brackiſh and unpleaſant, yet being exhaled | 
by the ſun, and condenſed into clouds, they fall 
down in pleaſant ſhowers : or if drained through 
the earth, their property is thereby altered; and 
that which was A ſalt in the ſea, becomes exceed- 
ing ſweet and pleaſant in the ſprings. This we 
find by conſtant experience, the ſweeteſt cryſtal 
ſpring came from the fea, Eccleſ. i. 7. 


APP LICAF'si ON 


Afflictions in themſelves are evil, Amos ii. 6. 
Very bitter and unpleaſant. See Heb. xii. x1. 
Yet not morally and intrinſically evil, as fin is; for 
if ſo, the holy God would never own it for his own 
act, as he doth, Mic: iii. 2. but always diſclaimeth 
lin, Jam. i. 3. Beſides, if it were fo evil, it could 
in no caſe, or reſpect, be the object of our election 
and deſire; as in ſome caſes it ought to be, Heb. 
x1. xxv. But it is evil, as it is the fruit of fin, and 
grievous unto ſenſe, Heb. xiv. 11. But though it 
be thus brackiſh and unpleafant in itſelf, yet paſ- 
ling through Chriſt, and the covenam, it loſes that 
ungrateful property, and becomes pleaſant in the 


» 
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fruits and effects thereof, unto believers, Heb. xii, 
TI. 

Yea, ſuch are the blefled fruits thereof, that they 
are to account it all joy, when they fall into divers 
aſſflict jons, Jam. i. 2. David could bleſs God, that 
he was afflicted; and many a ſaint hath done the 


like. A good woman once compared her afflictions 


to her children: « For {/aith ſhe) they put me in 
pain in bearing them ; yet as I know not which 
child, ſo neither which affliction I could be. with- 
out.” 

Sometimes the Lord ſanctifies affliction to diſco- 
ver the corruption that is in the heart, Deut. vii. 
2. It is a furnace to ſnew the droſs. Ah! when 
a ſharp affliction comes, then the pride, impatiency, 
and unbelief of the heart appears. Mal ura verata 
prodit ſeipſam. When the water 1s ſtirred, then the 
mud and filthy ſediment that lay at the bottom 
riſes. Little (faith the afflicted ſoul) did I think, 
there had been in me that pride, ſeli-love, di ſtru 
of God, carnal tear, and unbelief, as I now find. 0 
where is my patience, my faith, my glory in triby: 
lation ? I could not have imagined the fight of 
death would have ſa appalled me, the loſs of out- 
ward things ſo have pierced me. Now what 
blefled thing 1 is this, to have the heart thus dil- 
covered? 

Again: Sanctified afflict ions dilcover the empti. 
nels and v vanity of the creature. Now the Lotd 
hath ſtained its pride, and vailed its tempting ſplen- 
dour, by this or that affliction; and the ſoul ſees 
what an empty, ſhallow, deceitful thing it is. The 


world (as one hath truly obſerved) is then only 


oreaf in our eyes when we are full of ſenſe and ſelf: 
But now affliction makes us more ſpiritual, and 
then It is nothing. It drives them nearer to Goc 
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But yet theſe ſweet fruits of affliction do not na- 
turally, and of their own accord, ſpring from it: 
No, we may as well look for grapes from thorns, or 
figs from thiftles, as for ſuch fruits from affliction, 
till Chriſt's ſanctitying hand and art have paſt upon 


them. 


The reaſon why they 
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And (as Mr. Caſe 


is to the ſaints, the reſult of all the * Page 183. 


offices of Jeſus Chriſt, As a king, he chaſtens ; 
as a prophet, he teacheth, viz. by chaſtening ; 
and as a prieſt, he hath purchaſed this grace of the 
father, that the dry rod might bloſſom, and bear 


fruit.“ 


Behold then, a ſanctified affliction is a c 


85 


makes them ſee the neceſſity of the life of faith, 
with multitudes of other benefits. 


become thus ſweet and 
pleaſant (as I noted before) is, becauſe they run now 
into another channel; Jeſus Chriſt hath removed 
them from mount Ebel to Gerezim; they are no 
more the effects of vindictive wrath, but paternal 
chaſtiſement. 


well notes) * A teaching affliction Selen, Inftruc- 


up. 
whereinto Jeſus chriſt hath wrung and preſt the 
Juice and virtue of all his mediatory offices, Surely, 
that muſt be a cup of generous, royal wine, like that 
in the ſupper, a cup of bleſſing to the people of God. 


Hence may the unſanctified ſoul draw matter of 


REFLECTION. 


fear and trouble, even from its unſanctified troubles. 
And thus it may refle& upon itſelf ; O my ſoul, 
what good haſt thou gotten by all, or any of thy 


afflictions? God's rod hath been dumb to thee, or 


thou deaf to it. I have not learned one holy In- 


= 
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ſtruction from it: My troubles have left me the 
ſame, or worſe than they found me ; .my heart was 

d, earthly, and vain before, and ſo it remains 
ſtill: They have not purged out, but only given 
vent to the pride, murmur, and atheiſm of my 
heart. I have been in my afflict ions, as that wick 
ed Ahaz was in his, 2 Chron. xxvili. 22. Who 
in the midſt of his diſtreſs, yet treſpaſſed more and 
more againſt the Lord.“ "When I bave been in 
ſtorms at ſea, or troubles at home, my foul 
within me hath been as a raging ſea, caſting 
up mire and dirt. Surely this rod is not the 
rod of God's children. I have proved but droſs in 
the furnace, and I fear the Lord will put me away 
as droſs, as he threatens to do by the wicked, Pal. 
cxix. 119. 

Hence alſo ſnould gracious ſouls draw much en- 
couragement and comfort amidſt all their troubles. 
O theſe are the fruits of God's fatherly love to me 
Why ſhould I fear in the day of evil? or tremble 
any more at afflict ion? though they ſeem as a 
ſerpent at a diſtance, yet are they a rod in hand, 
O bleſſed be that ſkiltul and gracious hand, that 
makes the rod the dry rod to bloſſom, and bear 
ſuch precious ſruit, 

Lord! what a myſtery of love lies in this diſpen- 
ſation ! That ſin which firſt brought affliction in- 
to the world, is now itſelf carried out of the world 


by affliction, Rom. v. 12. Iſa. vii. 9. O what 


can fruſtrate my ron, when thoſe very things 


that ſeem moſt to oppoſe it, are made ſubſervient 


to it; and contrary to their own nature do pro- 
mote and 7 it ? 
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HT POEM 


c 'Tis ſtrange to hear what different cenſures fall 
«« Upon the ſame affliction; ſome do call 

« Their troubles ſweet, ſome bitter ; others meet 
Them both mid-way, and call them bitter ſweet. 


« But here's the queſtion ſtill I fain would ſee, 
« Why ſweet to him and bitter unto me ? 


© Thou drink'ſt them dregs and all, but others fin'd 
£© Their troubles ſweet, becauſe to them refig'd, 

« And ſanQifi'd ; which difference is beſt, 

By ſuch apt Smilies as theſe expreſt. 

„From ſalt and brackyſh ſeas fumes riſe and fly 

% Which into clouds condens'd obſcure the ſKiay 

& Their property there alter'd in few hours 

*« Thoſe brackiſh fumes fall down in pleaſant ſhowers. 
« Or as the dregs of wine and beer diſtill'd 

64 By limbeck, with ingredients, doth yield 

« A cordial water, though the leeg were bitter, 
From whence the chymiſt did extract ſuch Iiquer. 
« Then marvel not that one can kiſs that rod, 

% Which makes another to blaſpheme his God. 

O get your troubles ſweet ned and refin'd 
« Or elſe they'll leave bitter effects behind. 

« Saints troubles are a care, let down by love, 
To pully up their hearts to things above. 


_ 
- 
——— - \ 


— 


Y 


P—__ Aa | 
SY 


— Jo = 
n — 
o N = 


Gre Pe . — 
= = — tc => wh 1 . 
\ N 
1 * - S —— —_— — — ar 
- a _—_— 


nf 88 A New Compaſs for Seaniti 


CHAP. XV. 
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Seas within their bounds the Lord contains; 
He alſo men and devils holds in chains. 


OBSERFY ATION. 


there j 
wicked 


T is a wonderful work of God; to limit and ſelf, be 
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bound ſuch a vaſt and furious creature, as the Girds i 
ſea ; which, according to the judgment of many 1s grea 
learned men, is higher than the earth; and that it But G 
hath a propenfion to overflow it, 1s evident, both chain o 
from its nature and motion; were it not, that the chat it 
great God had laid his law upon it. And this is a The) 
work wherein the Lord glories, and will be admir- a Proyic 
1 ed, Pſal, civ. 9. Thou haſt ſet a bound that they WF 122 <0 
4 may not paſs over, that they turn not again to coy- up fo ſh 
4 er the earth.” Which it is clear they would do, though 
1 were they not thus limited. So Job. xxkviii. 8, adyantay 
m9 IO, 11. Who ſhut up the ſeas with doots, when they wer 
i it brake forth, as if it had iſſued out of the womb? * ſtrar 
3 [ I brake up for it my decreed place, and ſet bars o to a 
* and doors, and ſaid, hitherto ſhalt thou come, but 5 : Ht 
0 | no further; and here ſhall thy proud waves be © Tepro) 
7 ſtaid. mine ane 
3 | And fon 
4 trouble h 
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APPLICATION 


And noleſs is the glorious power and mercy of 
God diſcovered in bridiing the rage and fury of 
Satan and his inſtruments, that they break not in 
upon the inheritance of the Lord, and deſtroy it. 
« Surely, the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, 
the remainder of wrath ſh.lt thou reſtrain.” Pfal. 
Ixxvi. 10. By which it is more than hinted, that 
there 15a world of rage and malice in the hearts of 
wicked men, which fain would, but cannot vent it- 
ſelf, becauſe the Lord reſtrains, or as the Hebrew, 
Girds it up. Satan is the envious one, and his rage 
is great againſt the 
But God holds him and all his inſtruments in a 
chain of proyidence ; and it is well for God's people, 
that it 1s ſo. - a | | 

They are limited as the ſea, and ſo the Lord in 
a proyidential *way ſpeaks to them, hi:herto ſhall 
you come, and no further. Sometimes he ties them 
up ſo ſhort, that they cannot touch his people, 
though they have the greateſt opportunities and 
advantages, Pal. cv, 12, 13, 14, 1 5. When 
they were but a few men in number, yea, very few, 
anc ſtrangers in it; when they went from one na- 
tion to another, from one kingdom to another peo- 
ple : He ſuffered no man to do them wrong'; yea, 
he reproved kings for their ſakes, ſaying, touth not 
mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.” 
And ſometimes he permits them to touch and 
trouble his people, bur then ſets bounds and limits 
to them, A" —_ they muſt not paſs. That 


people of God, Rev. xii. 12. 
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is a pregnant text to this purpoſe, “ Reyel. ii. 10. 
Behold, the devil ſhall caſt tome of you into priſon, 
that you may be tried, and ye ſhall have tribulation 
ten days.” 7 | 
Here are four remarkable limitations, upon ſatan 
and his agents, in reference to the people of God: 
A limitation as to the perſons, not all, but ſome: 
A limitation of the puniſhment, a priſon, not: 
grave, not hell: A limitation upon them as to the 
end; for trial, not ruin: And laſtly as to the 4. 
ration, not as long as they pleaſe, but ten days, 


REFLECTION. 


O my ſoul, what marrow and fatneſs, comfort, and 
conſolation, mayeſt thou ſuck from the breaſt d 
this truth, in the darkeſt day of trouble? Thou 
ſeeſt how the flowing ſea drives to overwhelm the 
earth. Who has arreſted it in its courſe, and ſtopt 


its violence! Who has confined it to its place? 


Certainly none other but the Lord. When I 
it threaten the ſhore with its proud, furious, an 
inſulting waves, I wonder it doth not ſwallow up 
all: But I ſee it no ſvoner touch the ſands, whici 
God hath made its bounds, but it retires, and as ! 
were with a kind of ſubmiſſion, reſpects thoſe lia 
its which God hath ſet it. 

Thus the fierceſt element is repreſt by the fecblk 
things: Thou ſeeſt alſo, how full of wrath and fuſ 
wicked men are, how they rage like the trouble 
lea, and (threaten to overwhelm #thee, and 4 


1 


— 
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* See the Turk's Letter to the Emperor of Germany, lately publiſhes { 
Authority, = | 
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the Lord's inheritance: and then the floods of un- 
godly men make thee afraid, yet are they reſtrained 
by an inviſible gracious hand, that they cannot ex- 
ecute their purpoſe, nor perform their enterprize. 
How full of devils and devilized men; 1s this lower 


world? Yet in the midſt of them all haſt thou 


bicherto been preſerved. O my fout admire and 
adore that glorious power of God, by which thou 
art kept unto ſalvation. Is not the preſervation of 
a ſaint in the midſt of ſuch hoſts of enemies as great 
a miracle, though not ſo ſenſible, as the preſet va- 
tion of thoſe three noble Jews in the midſt of the 
fiery furnace; or Daniel in the den of lions? For 
there is as ſtrong a propenſion in Satan, and wicked 
men, to deſtroy the ſaints; as in the fire to burn, 
or a lion to devour. O then let tne chearſully ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the faithful diſcharge of my duty, and 


ſtand no longer in a ſlavith fear of creatures, who 


can have no power againſt me, but what is given 
them from above, John xix. 11. And ho more 
ſhall be given than ſhall turn to the glory of God, 
Plal. Ixxvi. 10. and the advantage of my foul, Rom; 
vin. 28. a 


— 
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THE POEM: 


** This world's a foreſt, where from day to day, 
Bears, wol ves, and lions range and feek their prey; 
Amidſt them all poor harmleſs Lambs are fed, 

t And by their very dens in ſafety led. 

«© They roar upon us, but are held in chains: 


Our Shepherd, is their Keeper, he maintains 
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« Our lot. Why then ſhould we ſo trembling ftand ? 
© We meet them, true; but in their keeper's hand. 
© He that to raging ſeas ſuch bounds hath put 
& The mouths of :avenous beaſt can alſo ſhut. 
cc Sleep in the woods,poor lambs yourſelves repoſe 
4 Upon his care, whoſe eyes do never cloſe. 
& If unbelief in you don't looſe their chain, 
et Fear not thei- ſttuggling. that's b -t all in vain. 
41 If Cod can check the waves by ſmalleſt Sand 
1 A twined.thread may hold theſe in his hand. 
& hun fin, keep cloſe to Chriſt 3 for other evils 
10 You need not fear, tho* compaſt round with devils. 


HK. F. AVE 


To ſea without a comfa's none dare go; 
Our courſe without the word is even fo. 


OBSERYATION. 


F how great uſe and neceſſity is the compal 
to ſea men ? Though they can coaſt a littk 
way by the ſhore, yet they dare not venture far in- 
to the ocean without it. It is their guide, and 
directs and ſhapes their courſe for them: And if by 
the violence of wiud and weather they are driven 
beſide their due courſe, yet by the help of this, they 
are reduced and brought to rights again. It 5 
wonderful to conſider, how by the help of this guide 


they can run in a direct line many hundred | 


| eagues, 
and at laſt fall right with the ſmalleſt iſland; which 


is in 


=. 
ical 

mucl 
to he 
by, a 
ve rſa 


Gal. 


ompals 
, little 
far in- 


driven 
s, the) 

It s 
is guide 
cagu 
which 


Or Navigation Spiritualized. 9; 


is in the ocean, comparatively, but as the head of 
a {mall pin upon a tabie. 


APPLICATION. 


What the compaſs, and all other mathemat- 
ical inſtruments: are to the navigator, that and 
much more is the word of Ged to us in our courſe 
to heaven, This is our compals to ſteer our courſe 
by, and it is truly touched ; he that orders his con- 
verſation by it, ſhall ſafeiy arrive in heaven at laſt, 
Gal. vi. 16. As many as walk accerding 10 this rule, 
peace be on them and mercy. | 

This word is as neceſſary to us in our way to 
glory, as a lamp or lanthorn is in a dark night, 
Pal. cxix. 105. That is a light ſhining in a dark 
place, till the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in 
our hearts, 2 Pet. i. 19. If any that profeſs to 
know it and own it as a rule, miſs heaven at laſt ; 
let them not blame the word for miſguiding them, 
but their own negligent and deceitſul hearts, that 
ſhuffle in and out, and ſhape not their courſe and 
converſation according to its preſcriptions. 

What blame can you lay upon the compaſs, if 
you ſteer not exactly by it? How many are there, 
that neglecting this rule, will coaſt it to heaven by 
their own — Of No wonder ſuch fall ſhort and 
periſh in the way. This is a faithful guide, and 
brings all that follow it to the bleſſed end, Thou 
ſhall guide me with thy counſe!, and afterwards receive 
me to glery, Plal. Ixxin, 24. The whole hundredth 
and ninteenth Pſalm is ſpent in commendation of 
its tranſcendent excellency and uſefulneſs. Lutber 
profeſt, that he prized it ſo highly, that he would 
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not take the whole' world in cok wir one lea? 
of it. Lay but this rule before you; and:walk ac: 
curately by it, and you carinot be out of your way 
to heaven, Pſal. cxix. 30. I have choſen the way of 
truth, (or the true. way.;) thy judgement bade 1 laid 
before me. Some indeed have opened their detrac- 
ting blaſphemous mouths againſt it; as Julian, that 
curled apoſtate, who feared not to ſay, there was as 
good matter in Phocillides as in Solomon, in Pin- 
darus“ Odes, as in David's Pſalms. 

And the papiſts generally Mght it, making it a 
lame imperfect rule; yea, ma ing their own tradi- 
tions the touchſtone of doctrines, and foundation of 
faith. Montanus tells us; that although the apoſ- 
tle would have ſermons and ſervice celebrated in a 
known tongue, yet the church, for very good cauſe, 
hath otherwiſe ordered it. Gilford called it, the 
mother of hereſies. Bonner's chaplain judged i i 
worthy to be burnt as a ſtrange doctrine. They 
{et up their inventions above it, and frequently come 
in with a Non ob/tante againſt Chriſt's inſtitutions. 

And thus do they make it void, or, as the word 
-anatetlontes ſignifies, Mat. xv. 6: Unlord it and 
take away its authority as a rule. But thoſe that 
have thus flighted it, and followed the by-paths un: 
to which their corrupt hearts have led them, they 
take not hold of the paths of life, and are now in 
the depths of hell. All other lights, to which men 
pretend, in the neglect of this, are but falſe fires 
that will lead men into the pits and bogs of de. 
ſtruction at laſt. 


SEMLACTIO N:; 


And is thy word a compals, to direct my courſe 
to glory? O where am I then like to arrive at laſt, 


that 
acco 
I ha) 
but 
quire 
the £ 
of m 
Lord 
and 1 
feſſec 
a poc 
on a 
and I 
and ] 
me « 
me 0 
leque 
ſolve 
heart, 
my 1 


ſcript 


O the 
rule, 
rule t 


courk 


t laſt, 


{criptures : Open my heart to entertain it in love. 
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that in all my courſe have neglected it. and ſteered 9 
according to the counſel of my own heart! Lord, „ 
I have not made thy word the man of my counſel, 1 
but conſulted with fleſh and blood; I have not en- 1 
quired at this oracle, nor ſtudied it, and made it 1 
the guide of my way; but walked after the ſight 
of my eyes, and the luſt of my heart. Whither 
Lord can I come at laſt, but to hell, aſter this rate 
and reckoning ? Some haye flighted thy word pro- 
fefſedly, and I have ſlighted it practically, I have 
a poor foul embarqued For eternity, it is now floating 
on a dangerous ocean, rocks and ſands on every ſide, 
and I go a drift before every wind of temptation, 
and know not where I am. Ah Lord, conyince 
me of the danger of this condition. 0 convince 
me of my ignorance in thy word, and the fatal con- 
ſequence and iſſue 2 Lord, let me now re- 
ſolve to ſtudy, prize, and obey it; hide it in my 
heart, that I may nat fin againſt, it: Open 
my underſtanding, that I may underſtand the 


O thou that haſt been ſo graciaus ta give a perfect 


rule, give me alſo a perfect heart to walk * that 
rule to glory 
I 
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THE POE M. 


© This world's a ſea, wherein a numerous fleet 

% Of ſhips are under fail. Here you ſhall meet 

« Of every rate and ſize ; Frigates, Galleons, 

„The nimble ketches and ſmall pickeroons-: 

Some bound to this port, ſome where winds and weather 
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% Will drive them, they are bound they know not whithes, 
9e Some ſteer away far heaven, ſome for hell; 


To which ſome ſteer, themſelves can hardly tell. 


high-y 
The winds do ſhape their courſe, which tho? it blow } 
| % From any point, before it they muſt go. 
= 


the {hi 
6 They are directed vy the wind and tide, 


RE 


It cove 
ſo its 
rolling 
ſixt an 
« That have no cgmpaſs to direct and guide: 1s com 
«« For want of th i muſt run themſclyes a ground, Wavere 
' c Brave ſhips are caſt away, poor ſouls are drown's. and / off 
„% « Thy word our compaſs is to guide our way 
'% « To glory it reduces ſuch as ſtray. | 
« Lord, let thy word dwell richly in my heart, 
% And make me ſkilful in this heavenly art, 
«« O let me underſtand and be ſo wiſe, Thu 
« To know upon what point my country lies. things, 
* And having ſet my couſe dire ly thither, any {ut 
« Great God preſerve me in the fouleſt weather. Cor. y 
By reaſon ſome will coaſt it: but I fear Way, 
* Such coaſters never will drop anchor there. ſuch va 
% Thy word is truly toucht, and ſtill directe as it 15 1 
6& A proper courſe which my baſe heart neglects. which i. 
* Lord touch mine iron heart, and make it ſtand ings a 
« Pointing to thee, its loa-'tone to that land | flying t 
« Of Reſt above. Let every tempeſt drive auidem 
« My foul, where it would rather be than live.“ flying tr 
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Look as the Sea by turns doth eb and flow ; the fow 
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+ OBSERVATION. * wk, 
1 HE ſea hath its alternate courſe and motion, na 
4 its ebbings and flowings : no ſooner is it 
a 
= : 
9 
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oft from 


otion, 
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—— 
* 
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high - water, but it begins to ebb again, and leave 
the ſhore naked and dry, which but a little before 


it covered and over-flowed. And as its tides ſo al- 


ſo its waves are the emblem of inconſtancy, ſtill 
rolling and tumbling, this way and that, never 
fixt and quiet. Mſtabilis unda : As fickle as a wave, 
is common to a Proverb. See James i. 6. He ihat 
wavereth is like a wwave of the ſea, driven with winds, 
and tofſed. . So Iſai. Ivii.: 20. It cannot reſt. 


APPLICATION. 
| Thus mutable and inconſtant are all outward 
things, there is no depending on them: nothing of 
any ſubſtance, or any ſolid conſiſtence in them, 1 
Cor. vii. 31. The faſhion of this world paſſeth a- 
coay, Tt is an high point of folly to depend upon 
ſuch vanities, Prov. xxiii. 5. by wilt thou ſer (or 


as it is in the Hebrew) cauſe thine eyes to fly upon that 


which is not? For riches certainly make themſelves 
wings and fly away, as an eagle towards heaven. In 
flying to us (ſaith Augu/tine) they have alzt pix 
quidem paſſerinas, {carce a. ſparrow's wings; but in 


flying from us, wings as an eagle. And thoſe wings 
they are ſaid to make to themſelves, (i. e.) the 


caule of its tranſitorineſs is in itſelf ; the creature 
iS ſubjected to vanity by fin : They ate ſweet 
flowers, but withered preſently, James i. 10; As 
le flower of the graſs, ſo ſhall the rich man fade away, 
The man is like the flalk of the graſs ; his riches 
are the flower of the graſs ; his glory and outward 
beauty, the ſtalk is ſoon withered, but the flower 


much {ooner. This is either withered upon, or blown 


off from it, while the ſtalk ahides, Many a man 
N 
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his miſery. The ſtory of Belliſarins is very affect 
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out lives his eſtate and honour, and ſtands. in the 
world as a bare dry ſtalk in the field, whoſe flower, 
beauty, and bravery is gone; one puff of wind blows 
it away, one churliſh eaſterly blaſt ſhrivels it up, 
S* OE TN 

How mad a thing is it then, for any man to be 
lifted up in pride, upon ſuch a vanity as this is; to 
build ſolofty and over- jetting roof upon ſuch a fee- 
ble tottering foundation? We have ſeen meadows 
full of ſuch curious flowers, mown down and with- 
ered, men of great eſtates impoveriſhed ſuddenly : 
and when, like a meadow that is mown, they have 
begun to recover themſelves again (as the phraſe is 
the Lord hath ſent Graſhoppers in the beginning of the 
ſhooting up of the latter grow!h, Amos vil. 1. Juſt a 
the graſhoppers and other creatures devour the ſec- 
ond tender herbage, as ſoon as the field begins to 
recover its verdure. So men, after they have been 
denuded and blaſted by providence, they begin a. 
ter a while to flouriſh again, but then comes ſome 
new affliction, and blafts all. None have more fre. 
quent experience of this, than you that are merchants 
and ſea-men, whoſe eſtates are floating: and yet ſuch 
as have had the higheſt ſecurity in the eye of fes 
ſon, have notwithſtanding experienced the vanity ol 
theſe things. - Henry the fourth a potent prince, ws 
reduced to ſuch a low ebb, that he petitioned fora 
Prebend's place in the Church of Spire. Gallimo, 
king of the Yandals, was brought ſo low, that he ſent 
to his friend for a ſpunge, a loat of bread and an 
harp: a ſpunge to dry up his tears, a loaf of bread 
to maintain his lite, and an harp to ſolace himlelt it 


ing: He was a man famous ih his time, general o 
an army, yet having his eyes put out, and ſtripped 
of all earthly comforts, was led about, crying, Dal 
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The very ſcorn of fortune. 
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obolum Belliſario, Give one penny to poor Belliſarius. 
Inſtances in hiſtory of this kind are infinite. Men 
of the greateſt eſtates and honours, have nevertheleſs 
become the very Ludibria fortung, as one ſpeaks, 
irs oh 2 
Yea, and not only wicked men, that have gotten 
their eſtates by rapine and oppreſſion, have lived to 
ſee them thus ſcattered by providence: but ſome- 
times godly men have had their eſtates, how juſtly 
ſoever acquired, thus ſcattered by providence alſo. 
Who ever had an eſtate better gotten, better bot- 
tomed, or better managed, than Job yet all was 
overthrown and {wept away in a moment : though 
in mercy to him, as the iſſue demonſtrated, . 

On then! what a vanity is it to ſet the heart and 
let out the affeftions on them! You can never de- 
pend too much upon God, nor too ittle upon the 
creature, 1 Tim. vi. 17. © Charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they be not high minded and 
truſt in uncertain riches.” 


Are all earthly things thus tranſitory and vain ? 
Then what a reproach and ſhame is it to me, that 
the men of this world ſhould be more induſtrious 
and eager in the proſecution of ſuch vanities, than I 
am to enrich my foul with folid and everlaſting treaſ- 
ure? O that ever a ſenſual luſt ſhould be more op- 
erative in them than the love of Godin me !- O my 
ſoul, thou doſt not lay out thy ſtrength and earn- 
eſtneſs for heaven, with any proportion to what they 
do for the world. I have indeed higher motives, 
and a ſurer reward than they: But as I have an ad- 
vantage above them herein, ſo they have an ad- 
vantage above me in the ſtrength and intireneſs of 
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the principle by which they are ated. What they 


their thoughts, ſtrength, and affect ions are intirel 


and ſet one foot upon the ſea, and another upon tie 


one foot upon all the cares, fears, and terrors of tit 


— 


1 


do for che world, they do it with all their might; 
they have no contrary principle to oppole them; 


carried in one channel: But I find 2 /aw in my men. 
bers warring againſt the laꝛv of my mind; ] muſt ſtrive 
through a thouſand difficulties and contradi&tions 
to the diſcharge of a duty. O my God ! Shall not 
my heart be more enlarged 1 in zeal, love, and delight 
in thee, than theirs are after their luſts? O let me 
once find it ſo. 

Again, is the creature ſo vain and unſtable, then 
why are wy affections fo hot and eager after it? 
And why am I fo 7 85 to dote upon its beauty, eſpe- 
cially when God is ſtaining all its pride and glory! 


Jer. xlv. 5, 6. Surely it is unbecoming the fpirt 


of a Chriſtian at any time; but at ſuch a time ve 
may ſay of it, as Huſbai of Abiphophe/s counſel, [ti 
not good at this time. 

O that my ſpirit were raiſed above tnem, and ay 
converſation more in heaven! O that like that ar- 
gel, Rev. x. 1, 2. which came down from heave 


earth, having a crown upon his head, fo 1 might ſe 


world, and another upon all the tempting ſplendou — 
and glory of the world, treading both under foot . 
the duſt, and crowning myſelf with nothing but 
ſpiritual excellencies and glory | ; Lit 
Lea 


HE POEM. 


© Fudge in thyſelf (O Chriſtian) is it meet 
To ſet thy heart on what beaſts ſet their feet ? | 
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Tie no hyperbole, if you be told, 

s You dig for droſs with mattocks made of gold, 
Affections are too coſtly to beſtow 

Upon the fair-fac'd nothings here below. 

The eagle ſcorns to fall down from on high 
(The proverb faith) to catch the filly flie. 
And can a Chriſtian leaye the face of God, 
embrace the earth, or dote pon a clod ? 
Can earthly things thy heart ſo ſtrangely moye, 
« To tempt it down from the delights above ; 
And now to court the world at ſuch a time 
When God is laying judgment to the line? 

* It's juſt like him that dath his cavin ſweep 
And trim, when all is ſinking in the deep: 


„Or like the filly bird, that to her neſt 


DPoth carry ſtraws, and never is at reſt, 

Till it be feather'd well, but doth not ſee 
The ax beneath that's hewing down the tree. 
If on athorn thy heart itſelf repoſe . 
« With ſuch delight, what if it were a roſeꝰ 
Admire, O ſaint, the wiſdom of thy God, 
Who of the felf-ſame tree doth make a rod, 

« Left thou ſhouldſt ſurfeit on forbidden fruit, 
And live not like a ſaint, but like a brute.” 
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Like hungry Hons, waves for finners gape: 
Leave then your fins behind, if you'll eſcape. 


OBSERVATION. 


HE waves of the ſea are ſometimes raiſed by 
1 God's commiſſion, to be executioners of his 
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threatnings upon ſinners. When Jonab fled from 
the preſence of the Lord to 7 arſh1jh, the text ſaith, 
The Lord ſent out a great wind into the ſea, and 
there was a mighty tempeſt, ſo that the ſhip was like 
to be broken,” Jonah i. 4. Theſe were God's bail. 
iffs,to arreſt the un- way prophet. And Pal. exlvii. 
8. The ſtormy winds are ſaid to fulfil his ud 
not only his word of command, in riſing when God 
bids them, but his word of threatning alſo. And 
hence it is called a deſtroying wind, Jer. li. 1. anda 
formy wind in God's fury, Ezek, xi. 13: 


SPPLICATIO N 


If theſe be the executioners of God's threat: 
ning, how fad then is their condition that put forth 
to ſea under the guilt of all their fins? O, if God 
ſhould commiſſionate the winds to go after and ar 
reſt thee for all thou oweſt him, where art thou then? 
How dare you put forth under the power of a divine 
threat, before all be cleared betwixt God and thee! 
Sins in Scripture are called debts, Mat. vi. 12. They 
are debts to God ; not that we owe them to him, 
or ought to fin, but metonymically, becauſe they ren. 
der the ſinner obnoxious to God's judgments, even 
as pecuniary debts oblige him that hath not where- 
with to pay, to ſuffer puniſhment. All ſinners mull 
undergo the curſe, either in their own perſon, ac. 
cording to the expreſs letter of the law, Gen. ii. 17, 
Gal. iit. 10. or their lurety, according to the tact 
intent of the !aw, maniteſted to be the mind of the 
law-giver, Gen. iii. 15. Gal. vi. 13, 14. 

Now he that by faith bath intereſt in this ſurety, 
hath his n his Quietus eff, ſealed in the blood 
of Chriſt; all proceſs at law, or from the law, | 
ſtopt. Rom. viii, 1. But if thou be an impenitent 
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perſiſting ſinner, thy debt remains upon thine own 


core. And be ſure thy fin will find theeout 
where ever thou goeft,” Num. xxxii. 23. (Ci. e.) God's 
revenging hand for fin will be upon thee : Thou 
maiſt loſe the fight and memory of thy fins, but they 
loſe not the fight of thee; they follow after, as the 
hound doth the fleeting game upon the ſcent, till 
they have fetcht thee up: And then conſider, 


Ho fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands of 


the living God,” Heb. x. 31. How ſoon may a 
ſtorm arreſt, and bring thee before the bar of God ? 


REFLECTION. 


O my ſoul, what a cafe art thou in, if this be fo 1 


Are not all thy fins yet upon thine own ſcore? Haſt 
not thou made light of Chriſt, and that precious 
blood of -his, and hitherto perſiſted in thy rebellion 
againſt him? And what can the iſſue of this be at 
laſt, but ruin? There is abundant mercy indeed for 
returning ſinners; but the goſpel ſpeaks of none for 
perſiſting and impenitent finners. And though ma- 
ny who are going on in their ſins are overtaken by 
grace, yet there is no grace promiſed to ſuch as go 
on in fin. O, if God ſhould arreſt me by the next 
ſtorm, and call me to an account for all that T owe 
him, I muſt then ly in the priſon of hell to all eter- 
nity ; for I can never pay the debt ; nay, all the an- 
gels in heaven cannot ſatisfy for it. Being Chrift- 
lels, Tam under all the curſes in the hook of God; 
a child of Hagar. Lord, pity and ſpare me a little 
longer! O diſcover thy Chriſt unto me, and give 
me faith in his blood, and then thou art fully ſatis- 
fied at once, and I diſcharged for ever. O require 
not the debt at my hand, for then, thou wilt never 
be ſatisfied, nor I acquitted. What profit, Lord, 
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THE POEM, 


| © Thy fins are debts, God puts them to account: 


* Canſt tcH, pooy wretchy to what thy debts amount; 
© Thou fill'ſ the treaſure of thy fins each hour, 
Into His vials God doth alſo pour 

© Proportionable wrath : Thou ſeeſt it not - 

© But yet aſſure thyſelf, there's drop for drop. 

© For every ſand of patience running out, 

A drop of wrath runs in. Soul, look about. 

« God's treaſure's almoſt full, as well as thine: 

«© When both are full, O then the dreadful time 


© Cf xeckoning comes; thou ſhalt not gain a day 


Of patience more, but then there haſtes away 

© Heaven's purſivant, who comes upon the wing 

« With his commiſſion ſeal'd, to take and bring. 

« Do'& (till reject Chriſt's tenders ? Well, next ſtorm 
© May be the bailiff ordered to perform 

© This dreadful office. . O then reſtleſs be, 

© Till God in Chriſt be reconcil'd to thee. 

The ſum is great, but if a Chriſt thou get, 


Fear not, a Prince can pay a beggar's debt. 


© Now if the ſtorm ſhould riſe, thou need not fear; 
Thou art, but the delinquent is not there. 
© A pardon'd ſoul to ſea may boldly go : 


4 He fears not bailiffs, that doth nothing owe.“ 
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is there in my blood! O my: ſoul, make haſte to 
this Chriſt, thy refuge city; thou knoweſt not how 
ſoon the avenger of blood may overtake thee. 
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To ſave the ſhip, rich ladings caft away; 
Thy ſoul is ſhipwreck'd if thy lufts do fay. 


OBSERVATION. 


IN ſtorms and diſtreſſes at ſea, the ticheſt com- 
modities are caſt over board; they ſtand not 
upon it, when life and all is in jeopardy and hazard: - 
Jonah 1. 5 The mariners caſt forth the wares that 
were in the ſhip into the ſea; to lighten it: And 
Acts xxvii. 18, 19. they caſt out the very tacklings 
of the ſhip. How highly ſoever men prize ſuch 
commodities, yet reaſon tells them; It were better 
theſe ſhould periſh, than life. Satan himſelf coul 
lay, Job i. Skin for ſein, and all that a man bath ui 


be give for his life. 


APPLICATION. 


And ſurely it is every way as highly feaſonable; 
that men ſhould mortify; caſt out, and cut off their 
deareſt luſts, rather than their immortal ſouls ſhould 
ink and periſh ih the ſtorm of God's wrath. Lite 
deed, is a precious treaſure, arid highly valued by 
men: You know what Salomon faith; Eccleſ. ix. 4: 
That a Irving dog is better than a dead tion. And we 
find men willing to part with their eſtates, hmbs; 
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or any outward comfort, for the preſervation of it, 
The woman in the goſpel ſpent all ſhe had on the 
phyſicians for her health, a degree below life. Some 
men indeed do much overvalue their lives, and part 
with Chriſt and peace of conſcience for it ; but he 
that thus ſaves it, ſhall looſe it. Now if life be ſo 
much worth, what then is the ſoul worth ? Alas: 
lite is but a vapour, Which appeareth for a littl 
while, and then vaniſheth away, James iv. 14. 

Lite indeed is more worth than all the world, 
but my ſoul is more worth than ten thouſand lives; 
Nature teacheth you to value the firſt ſo high, and 
grace ſhould teach you to value the ſecond much 
bigber, Mat. xix. 26. Now here is the caſe: either 
vou muſt part with your fins, or with your ſouls; 
i theſe be not caſt out, both muſt fink together. / 
ze live iſter the fleſh, ye muſt die, Rom; viii. 13. God 
faith to you in this caſe, as to Abab, when he ſpared 
Benhadad, 1 Kings xx. 42. Becauſe thou haſt 
let go a man which God hath appointed to deftruc: 
tion, therefore thy life ſhall go for his life.“ Guilt 
will raiſe a ſtorm of wrathy as Jonah did, if not caſt 
out, n 


REFLECTION, 


And muſt ſin or the foul periſh;?. Muſt my life 
yea, my eternal liſe go for it, if I ſpare it? O then 
let me not be cruel to mine q ſoul, in ſpating 
my ſin; O my ſoul, this fooſiſh pity, and crue! in- 
dulgence will be thy ruin; It I ſpare it, God ha h 
ſaid, He tvill not ſpar e me, Deut. xxvi, 20. It is true, 
the pains ot mortiticatiog are ſharp, but yet it is eaſi 


er than the pains of bell, o cut r off à right hand 


or pluck out a right eye, is hard; but to have m 
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Or Navigation Splritialized... 
ſoul cut off eternally fr6t God, is Harder. Is it as 
eaſy (O my ſoul !) to burn for theth in hell, as to 
mortify them on earth ? Surely, it is © profitable 
for me, that one member perifh, rather than that 
all be caſt into hell,“ Mat, v. 24. I fee the mer- 
chant willing to part with rich wares, if embarqued 
with them in a ftorm 3 And thoſe that have gan- 
oreen'd legs or arms, willingly ſtretch them out to 
be cut off to preſerve life; And ſhall I be willing 
to endure no difficulties for my foul? Chriſt reck- 
oned ſouls worth his blood, And is it not worth my 
ſelf-denial ? Lord, let me not warm a ſnake in my 
boſom, that will at laſt ſting me to the heart. 
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5 Thy ſoul's the ſhip, its lading is its luſta, 

5 God's judgments Rormy winde and dang' vous gutt. 
« Conſcience the maſter; but the ſtubborn III 
Goes ſuprar cargo, and doth keep the bill, | 4 
Affectians are the men the winds do riſe, 44:0 
© The ſtorm increaſes : conſcience gives advice, | 

To throw thoſe luſts o'er<board, and fo to eaſe = 

The veſſel, which elſe cannot keep the Seas, 


ny life, The will oppoſes, and th* affections ſay, ; 
O.then The maſter's counſel they will not obey. . 
ſparing The caſe is dangerous, that no man can doubt, 
nel in- * Who ſees the ſtorm within, and that without. 
zd ha b f Luſts and affections cannot part, no, rather, L 
| 18 true; They are reſolv'd to ſvim or ſink together. ; 
is eaſi⸗ © Conſcience ſtill ſtri ves, but they cannot abide 
t hand That it or reaſon ſnould the caſe decide. 


— 


« +; {Luſt knowy what reaſon iy like caſes ill, | 
= _  *Detenmines will : Then chyſe ye whom ye will, * 
belle make the Devil judge ? This caſe has beg, 

* Before him, and he judg'd, that ci for fin, = 
© App 51 map have, they'll part. wich fr their Ye. 
Then haw upreafonable is this frife f 
 * They that theig fins dy with their ee 
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if with a word can ſurging waves appeaſe.; 
lis poice a troubled ſou! cau quickly caſe. 


OBSERVATION. 


'FHEN the fea works, and is tempeſtuous, it 

is not in the power of any creature to ap- 
Fraſe it. When the Egyptians would by their bie- 

roglyphicks expreſs an impoſſibility, they did it by 
the picture of a man treading upon the waves. It 
is ſtoried of Canuie, an ancient Daniſh King, That 
when a mighty ſtorm of flattery aroſe upon him, 
he appeaſed it by ſhewing that he could not appeaſe 
the ſea: But one ot his courtiers told him, as he 
rode near the ſea - ſide, That he was lord of the en, 
as well as land. Well, ſaid the king, we fhall ſee 
that by and by; and ſo went to the water-ſide, and 
with a loud voice cried, O ye ſeas and waves, come 
no further, touch not my feet. But the fea came 
vp; notwithſtanding that charge, and confuted the 


ing Tor 
Kur pri- 
Job iii 
Int 
cians c 


[though 


have tl 


dus, if 
to ap- 
ir hie. 
it by 
es. It 
That 
1 him, 
ppeaſe 
as he 
he ſea, 
all ſee 
e, and 
„ Come 

came 


ed the 


Or Navigation Spiritualized. 


flattery. But now Jeſus Chriſt hath the command 
of them indeed: It is ſaid of him, Mat. viii. 26. 

That he rebuked them. And Mark iv. 38. He qui- 
e Peace, be ſtill: as One would 
haſh mn | 


0g 


MPIPLICA TION, 


Conſcience, when awakened by the terrors of the 
Lord, is like a raging tempeſtuous ſea ; ſoit works,. 
ſo it roars; and it is not in the power of all 
creatures to huſh or quiet it. Spiritual terrors, as 
well as ſpiritual conſolations, are not known till felt. 
O when the arrows of the Almighty are ſhot into 
the ſpirit, and the terrors of God ſet themſelves in 
array againſt the ſoul ; when the venom of thoſe 
arrows drink up the ſpirits, and thoſe armies of ter- 
rors charge violently and ſucceſſively upon it, as 
Job vi. 4. What creature then is able to ſtand be- 
fore them | Even God's own dear children have 
felt ſuch terrors, as have diſtracted them, Pſal. Ixxxi. 
15. Conſcience is the ſeat of guilt, It is like a 
burning glass, ſo it contracts the beams of the 
— A twiſts them together, and reflects them 
on the ſoul, until it ſmoke, ſcorch, and flame. II 
the wrath of a king be like the roaring of a lion, 
then what is the Almighty's wrath | which is Surn- 
95 wrath, Job xix. 11. Tearing wrath, Plal. I. 22. 
dingy wrath, Job xx. 2 3- And Abiding wrath, 
Job m. 36. 

In this caſe no creature can relieve, all are phyſi- 
cians of no value; ſome under theſe terrors, have 


thought hell more tolerable, and by a violent hand 


have thruſt themſelves. out of the world into it, 10 


is the 
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avoid theſe gnawings ; Yet qeſus Chr iſt dan quickly 
calm theſe tuyſtical waves allo, and huſſi them with 
ſprinkling of his blood, which, like a cool! 
fomentation, allays-thoſe-heats within ; That 
of ſprinkling ſpeaks peace, when all others have 
ractiſed upon the ſoul to no purpoſe and the rea 
on is, becauſt he is à perſon in whom God and 
man, juſtice and mercy meet, and K iſs each other, 
Eph. ii. 14. And hence faith ſetches in peace to the 
Joul, Rom. v. 7. es 


— REFLECTION 


Can none ' appeaſe a troubled conſcience, but 
Chriſt? Then learn, O my ſoul, to underſtand and 
daily more and more to favour tbat glorious name, 
even Jeſus, that delivers not only from the wrath to, 
come, but that which is felt here alſo. Oh if the 
foretaſte of hell he ſo intolerable, if a few drops let 
fall on the conſc ience in this life, be fo ſcalding and 
unſufferable; what is it to have all the vials poured 
out to eternity, when there ſhall be nothing to di 
vert, mitigate, or allay it? l; 
Here men have ſomewhat to abate thoſe terrors, 
ſome hopes of me cy, at leaſt a poſſibility; but 
there, there is none. O my ſoul 1: how art thou 
loaded with guilt! and what a Magormiſſabib wouldſt 
thou be, ſnould God rouze that fleepy lion in thy 
boſom ! My condition is not at all the better, be- 
cauſe my conſcience is quiet. Ah, the day is com- 
ing, when it muſt awake, and will lighten and thun- 
der terribly within me, if I get not into Chriſt the 
ſooner. O Lord, who knows the power of tby 


6 "» 1 
1 
* 


—_ hu 
k * 
N , 
Ln. 
- 


Or:Moviggtron Spltitualited,). avs 


wrath ?' O let me not earty this puilt ont of the 
world with me, to maintamnthoſe eveffaſting flames? 
let me give no fleep to mine eyes, nor fſumber to 4 
my eye- lids, till I feet the comfort" of that blood bf N 
ſprinkling, which alone ſpeaketh peace. 
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Among the dreadful works of God, I find 
© No mctaphors, to paint a troubled mind. ; 


* I thinle on this; now that, and yet will neither 
Come fully up, though all be put together. 


name, c *Tis like the raging fea, that caſts up mire, 4 
ath to, „Or line to Berna, breathing ſmoke-and.fire 3, 1 7 1 


« Or flu choſe facies that do-how! in Kell. 
O canfcience ! Who can ſtand before thy powery 


oured *-Endute thy gripes and twinges bot an har? , +92 
to di- -* Stone, gout, rapado, racks, whatever is 


© Dreadful to-fenfe; is-buta toy to thii ... 
AN o plea ſures, riches, honours, friends can: tell ? 4 x W 
© How to give eaſe: in this tis like, to hel. 
© Call for the pleaſant timbrel, lute, and harp; n * 4 aac 


Alas I the muſick howls,z the, pain a. too ſharp, 


1 
in thy For theſe to charm, divert or lull aſleep 5 a 4: n oi 
er, be · Theſe cannot reach it 3 no, the wound's too deep. 
com- Let all the promiſes before him ſtand, er 
thun⸗ And ſet a Barnabas at its right-hand g . 

. Theſe in t hemſel 
ſt the : in themſelves no comfort can afford, 
of thy rh Chriſt, & none but Chriſt, can ſpeak the wor. 


And he n) ſooner, fpeaks, but all is still. 
* The ſtorm is over, and the mind tranquil-. Fs, 2 4 — f * 
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8 — with his majeſticl voice, | 6 
O huſh the dreadful Arm, and fill its noize. 
© Who would not fear and love this glorious Lord, 
| * That can rebuke foch tempeſt with » word 
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Our food out of the Sea Ged doth nad; 
Vet few therein take notice of his band. 


OBSERVATION. 

HE providenee of God in furniſhing us with 

ſuch plenty and variety of fiſh, is not1light!y 

to be paſt over. We have not only ſeveral forts of 


fiſh in our own ſeas, Which are — | in their ſea- 


ſons ; but from ſeveral parts, eſpecially the weſtern 
parts of England, many fail of ſhips are ſent = 
to the Amerrcan parts of the world; as RO 
tand, Neu- England, &c.  Whence every y 

t home, not only enough to ſupply os * 
nation; but many tliouſand pounds worth alſo year- 
ly returned from Spain, and other countries; by 
which trade many thoufand families do tubfiſt. 


APPLICATION. 


But, now; what returns do we make to heaven 
for theſe mercies ? O what notice is taken of the 


good hand of providence, which thus ſupplivs and 
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feeds u with the bleſſings of the ſea ? I feat therk 
are but few that own; or act in ſubmiſſion to it, and 
are careful to return according to received benefit. ZZ A 
Men do fiot conſidef, * That their works are in | 
the hand of God,” Eccleſ. ix. 1: And even thoſe 1 
that have the moſt immediate dependence upon 1 
providence; as merchants and ſeamen, yet are ve. i 
prone to undertake deſigns in the confidence of 7 
their own wiſdom and induſtry ; not looking high- 49 
er for the Bleſſing, James iv. 13. They often © ſa⸗ 
crifice to their own net, and burn incenſe to theit 
drag, becauſe by them their portion is fat and their 
meat plenteous, Hab. i: 16. 'Viz; They attri- 
bute what is due to God, unto the creature; Now 
this is a fin highly provoking to the Lord: for 
look in what degree the heart cleaves to the ſecond 
cauſe; in the ſame degree it departs from the living 
God, Jer. x. 5; . 
And how do you think the bleſſed God will take 

it, to ſee himſelf thus debaſed, and the creature 
thus exalted into his plate, to ſee you carry your- 

' ſelves to the creature as to a God, and to the bleſ- 
{ed God, as to a creature. Surely; it is a great and 
common evil and ſuch as will blaſt all, if not timely 
diſcovered and lamented. If we make fleſh our 
arm, it's juſt with God to wither and dry up that 
arm. Do we not, my brethren, look upon Reond 
cauſes; as if they had the main ſtroke 1h our bufi- 

| nels ? And with a negleRive eye pals by God, as 

t. as if he came in but collaterally, and on the by, in- 

to it? But certainly; all endeavours will be unſane- 
tified, if not ſuccelsleſs, in which God is not eyed 
and engaged. ; 

\eaven It is in vain for you to riſe up early, and ſit up -. 

of the late, and eat the bread 7 ſorrows ; for io he giveth 
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| his beloved ſle-p,” . Pial. cxxvii. 2. (8. e. It is to 
no purpoſe for meu to beat their brains, tire their 
ſpirits, and crack their conſciences for an ſtate. 
The true way of acquiring and enjoying the crea. 
ture. h ſumitting quietly to the will of God, 
in a prudent a diligent, yet moderate uſe of lay. 
ful means: Notuing can thrive with us till then, 
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REFLECTION. 


Why then ſhould I diſquiet myſelf in vain ; and 
to my!lclf of ny peace, by theſe unbelieving cares 
and iſtractions? O this hath been my fin I I have 
acted, as if my condition had been at my own dif- 
poſ⸗, I have eyed creatures and means too much, 
and God too little. How have my hands hanged 
down with diſcouragement, when ſecond cauſes 
have diſapp ared, or wrought crols to my deſign 
in the world, ready to transfer the fault on thi 
thing, or that! and again, how apt am I to be 
vainly lifted up in carnal confidence, when I ſee 
myſelf competently furniſhed with creature muni- 
tion and proviſion? On, what a God-provoking 
wickedneſs is this! How oft hath providence 
checked my carnal preſumption, and daſhed many 
hopeful projects? yet have I not owned it, as 
ought, and ſubmitted to it, Oh, it is a wonder 
this hath not cloſed the hand of Providence againſt 
me, and pulled down a curſe upon all ! Ab Lord, 
let me now learn to acquaint myſelf with thee, 
then ſhall I decree a thing, and it ſhall be eſtab- 
uhed,” Job XX. 28. A p22 > | . 


a 


the. tt. FA 


THE POEM. #@ 


In all the gifts of God we ſhould advance 

© His glorious name; not fay, it came by chance. 

© Or to the idol of our prueence pay 

© The tribute of his praiſe, and go our way. 

© The waves do clap their hands, and in their kind 

© Acknowleege God; and what, are they more blind 
© That float upon them ? yea; for what they get, 
They offer ſacrifices to their nets 
This is your manner, thus to work you go: 

« Confeſs the naked truth; ſay, is't not ſo ? 

This net was wiſely caſt, tis full, 'tis full: 

0 well done mates, this is a gallant pull. bel 
© Thus what is due to God, you do apply 

6s Unto yourſelves moſt ſacrilegiouſlly. 

I cannot wander ſueh come empty home, 
© That are ſo full of ſelf and fin : yet ſome 
© I hope look higher, and on God reflect | 
© Due praiſe, A blefling ſuch may well expect.“ 


Whilſt thou by art the filly fiſh daſt kill, | 
Perchance the Devil's hook flicks in thy gull. 


T 


HERE is ſkill in fiſhing ; they that go to ſea 


e NK 


OBSERVATION. 


in a fiſhing voyage, uſe to go provided with 
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their craft (as they very fitly call it) without which 
they can do nothing. They have their lines; hooks 
of ſeveral ſizes, and their bait: They carefully ob: 
ſerye their ſeaſons ; when the fiſh falls in, then they 
Ply their buſineſs day and night. | 
1 4 19 
APPLICATION, 

But how much more ſkilful and induftrious is 
Satan to enſnare and deſtroy fouls ? The devil 
makes a voyage as well-as you ; he hath his bait 
for you, as you for the fiſh : he hath his devices and 
- wiles to catch ſouls, 2 Cor. ii. 11. Epheſ. vi. 11, 
He is a ſerpant, an old ſerpant, Rev. xii. 9. Too 
crafty for man in his perfection, much more in his 
collapſed and degenerated ftate, his underſtanding 
being cracked by the fall, and all his faculties poil- 
oned and peryerted. 

Dwines pbſerve four ſteps, or degrees of Satan's 
tempting power. 

Fir, He can find ont the conſtitution-evils of 
men; he knows to what fin their natures are more 
eſpecially prone and inclinable. | 
Secondly, He can propound ſuitable objects ta 
thoſe luſts, he can exactly and fully hit every mans 
humour. As Aripping mixed her poiſon in that 
meat her huſband loved beſt. 
Thirdly; He can inje& and caſt motions into the 
mind, to cloſe with thoſe tempting objects; as it 

: faid of Judas, John xiii. 2. © The devil put it into 
his heart.“. 
Fruonribiy, He can follicite, irritate, and provoke 
the heart, and by thoſe continual reſtleſs folicita 
lions weary it: and hereby he often drawg men t9 
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Or Navigation Spiritualized, 


commit ſuch things as ſtartled them in the firſt mo- 


tion. 


meet with rubs and difficulties ; yet doth he not 
act to the utmoſt of his ſkill and power, at all times 
and with all perſons ; neither indeed need: he 1o ta 
do, the very propounding of an object, is enough to 
ſome, without any further ſollicitation ; The devil 
makes an eaſy conqueſt of them, | 


And beſide al} this, his policy much appears in 


the election of place; time and inſtruments to tempt 
by: And thus are poor fouls caught, as fiſhes in an 
evil net, Ecclel, ix, 12, The carnal man is led by 
{enſe, as the heaſt ; and ſatan handles and fits him 
accordingly, He uſeth all forts of motives, not on- 
ly internal, and intelle&ive, but external and ſenſi- 


tive alſo ; as the ſparkling of the wine, when it gives 


its colour in the glaſs ; the harlot's beauty, whoſe 
eye-lids are ſnares ; hiding always the hook, and 
concealing the ĩſſue from them. He promiſes them 
gain and profit, pleaſure and delight, and all that 
is tempting, with aſſurance of ſecreſy. By theſe he 
faſtens the fatal hook in their jaws, and thus they 
are led captive by him at his will, 


REFLECTION. 


And is fatan fo ſubtle and induſtrious to entice 
fouls to fin ? doth he thus caſt out his golden baits, 
and allure ſouls with pleaſure to their ruin? Then 
how doth it behove thee, O my ſoul, to be jealous 
and wary ! How ſtrict a guard ſhould I ſet upon 
every ſenſe! Ah, let me not ſo much regard how 
lin comes towards me in the temptation. as bow it 
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All this can he do, if he find the work lick, and 
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pom off at ak. The day in which . was de- 
royed, began with a pleaſant Sun- ſhine, but ended 
in fire and brimſtone. I may promiſe myſelf much 
content in the ſat isfaction of my luſts: But O, how 
certainly will it end in my ruin! bab doubtleſs 

otmiſed himielf much content in the vineyard of 
Naboth, but his blood paid for it in the portion of 
reel. The harlot's bed was perfumed to entice 
the ſimple young man, Prov. — 17. But thoſe 


chambers of delight proved the chambers of death, 
, and her houſe the way to bell. Ah, with what a 


ſmiling face doth ſin come on towards me in its 
temptations ! how doth it tickle the carnal fancy, 
and pleaſe the deceived beart? But what a dread- 
ful cataſtrophe and vpſhot hath it? The delight is 
quickly gone, but the guilt thereof remains to a- 
maze and terrify the ſoul with ghaſtly forms, and 
dreadful repretentations ot the wrath of God: Ag 


fin hath its delights attending it to enter and faſten 


it, fo it hath its horrors and ſtings to torment and 
wound: And as certainly as I fee thoſe go before it 

to make away, ſo certainly ſhall I find theſe foljow 
ter, and tread upon 1ts heels. No fooner is the 


_ conſcience awakened, but all thoſe delights vaniſh 


as a night-viſion, or as a dream when one awakes ; 
and then I ſhall cry, here is the hook, but where is 
the bait ? Here is the guilt and horror, but where 
the delight that 1 was promiſed ! And I, whither 
ſhall I now go? Ah my deceitful luſts! You have 
enticed and 2 5 me in the midſt of all miſeries. 
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There's {kill in fiſhing, that the devil knows 3 | 
«« For when for ſouls Satan a fiſhing goes, > 4 4 
' 1% He- angels cunningly : He knows he mui ? : | 1 
e« Exactly fit the bait unto the luſt. | | 
«« He ſtudies conſtitution, place, and time, | 7 
4% He gueſſes what is his delight, what thine 3 
« And ſo accordingly prepares the bait ; 
„ Whilſt he himſelf lies cloſely hid to wait 
When thou wilt nibble at it. Doſt incline 
« To drunken meetings? then he baits with wine. 
Is this his way; if unto this he'll ſmell, | 4 | 
% He'll ſhortly pledge a cup of wrath in hell. 1 
« To pride or luſt is thy nature bent ? g 
1 An object ſuitable he will preſent, 
% O think on this, when you caſt in the hook, 
44 Say, Thus for my. poor ſoul doth Satan loole. 
e O play not with temptations ; do not ſwallow 
r The ſugar'd bait, conſider what will follow. 
If once he hitch thee, then away he draws 
«© Thy captive foul cloſe priſoner ia his paws. 
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CHAP: Am. 


Doth trading fail, and voyages prove bad? 
| If you cannot diſcern the cauſe, bis ſad, 


OBSERFYATION. 


42 18 are many ſad complaints abroad (and 
I think not without cauſe) that trade fails, 


1260 A N Compoſt for Sams 
nothing turns to account. And though alleountrigs 
be open, and free for traffick, and à general peace 


with all nations, yet there ſeems to bt a dearth, a 
lecret curſe upon trading. Tou run from country 


For, whoſe it is to give the bleſſing, 


i =— ” 
* 


# - 


to country, and come loters home. Men can hard- 


ly render a feaſon for it; few hit the right cauſe of 


this judgment. | 
APPLICATION: : 


That proſpefity and ſucceſs in trade is from the 
bleſſing of God, I ſuppoſe few are ſo atheiſtical, as 
once to deny or queſtion. The devil himſelf ac- 
knowledges it, Job i. 10. ** Thou haſt bleſſed the 


work of his hands, and his ſübſtance js increaſed in 


the land.” It is not in the power of any man to 
get. riches, Deut. vii. 18. © Thou ſhalt remember 
the Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth thee poy- 


er to get wealth.“ It is his bleffing that makes good 


men rich, and his permiſſion that makes wicked 
men rich. That maxim came from hell, Qui/que 


fortune fu faber: Every man is the contriver of his 


own condition: certainly, The good of man is 
not in his own hand,” Job xxi. 16. Promotion 
cometh not from the eaſt or weſt,” Pſal. Ixxv. 6. 

This being acknowledged, it is evident, that in 
all diſappointment, and want of ſucceſs in our call 


' ings, we.ought not to ſtick in ſecond cauſes, but to 


look higher, even to the hand and diſpoſe of God: 

his alſo it is to 
withhold it. And this is as clear in ſeripture as the 
other. It is the Lord that takes away the fiſhes of 
the ſea, Hd. iv. 3. Zephi. i. 3. It is he that exrſel# 
our bleſſings, Mal. it. 2. | | 
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This God doth as a 12 fof fin, and, the - 


abuſe for metcies: And therefore in ſuch caſes, we. 
ought not to reſt in general complaints to, or of one 
another, but ſearch what-thole fins are that provoke. 
the Lord to infli& ſuch judgments. _ - . +. 

And here I muſt requeſt your patience, to bear 
4 plain and cloſe word of conviction. My bretbren, 
Lam perſuaded theſe are the fins, among many oth- 
ers, that provoke the Lord to blaſt all your 1mploy- 
i W i 
1. Our undertaking deſigns without prayer. Alas, 
how few of us begin with God ? Intereſt him in our 
dealings, and alk counſel and direction at his mouth. 
Praver is that which ſanctiſies all employments and 
enjoyments, 1 Tim. iv. 5. The very heathen could 
ſay, A Jove principiam. I hey muſt begin with God. 


O that we had” more prayers and fewer oaths, 45 £ 
in to 


2. Injuſtice and fraud in out dealings. 
which merchants. are prone, as appears by, that ex- 
preſſion, Hoſ. Xii. 7. This is that which will blaſt 
all our enſoyments. Kc | 


. 
. 


3. An over-earneſt endeavour after. the world» 


Men make this their buſineſs, they will be rich: 
And hence it is, they are not only unmereiful to 
themſelves, in wearying and waſting their o] ſpir- 
its with carking cares, but to ſuch allo as they em- 
ploy ; neither regarding the fouls or bodies of men: 
ſcarce affording them the liberty of the Lord's day 


las hath been too common in our New-found: Land 


employments ;) or if they have it, yet they are · ſo 
worn out with inceſſant labours, that that precious 
time is ſpent either in ſleep or idleneſs. It is 90 
wonder God gives you more reſt than you would 
have, ſinee that day of reſt hath been no better im- 
proved. This over-doing hath not been the leaſt 
cauſe of our undoing. - 8 
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: Laſtly, Our abuſe of proſperity, when God gave 
it ; making God's mercies the fogd and fewel of 
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our lafts. When we have an affluence and conflu. 


ence of outward Bleffings, this made us kick apainf 


God, as Deut. xxxiii. 15. Forget God, Deut. iv, 1 


Lea, grow proud of our ſtrength and riches, Ezek. 


xvi. 13. and Jer. ii. 31. Ah! Ho few of us in the 
days of our proſperity, behaved ourſelves as good 
Jehoſaphat'did ? 2 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. «© He had ll. 
ver and gold.in abundance, and his heart was lifted 
in the way of God's commandments ; not in pride 
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"REFLECTION. 
„Are theſe the ſins that blaſt our bleſſings, and 
wither our mercies! O then let me ceaſe to won. 
der it is no better, and rather admire that it is no 


worſe with me; that my neglect of prayer, injuſtice. 


in dealings, earthly- mindedneſs, and abuſe of former 
Mercies, have not provoked God to ſtrip me naked 
of all my enjoyments. Let nie humbly accept 
from the Lord the puniſnment of my iniquities, and 
Hy my hand upon my mouth. And O that thele 


diſappointments might convince me of the creatures 


vanity, and cauſe me to drive on another trade for 
heaven; then ſhall T adore thy wiſdom in N 
trom me thole idolized enjoyments. Ah, ; 


wheit I had them, my heart was a perpetual drudge 
to them. Ho did I then forget God, neglect my 
duty and not mind my eternal concernments ! Ob, if 
theſe had not periſhed, in all probability I had per- 
iſhed. My God, let my foul proſper, and then a 
ſmall portion of theſe things ſhall afford me more 


* 
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comfort than ever I had in their greateſt abundance. | 
« A-little that a righteous man hath, is better chan 
the riches of many wicked,” Pal, xxxvii. 16. | 


THE POEM. 


© There's great complaint abroad that trading's bad 

e You ſhake your head, and cry, Tis fad, tis fad. 

«© Merchants lay out their ſtock, ſeamen their pains, 

11 And ia their eye they both may put their gan. 
% Your fiſhing fails, you wonder why tis ſo, - 

«« *Tis this (faith one) or that: but I fay no; 
«Twill ne'er be well till, you confeſs and fay, - 
« It is our fin that frights the ſiſh away, 

© No wonder all goes into bags with holes, 

«* Since ſo the goſpel hath been in your ſouls. 

« We kick'd, like Feſurun, when the flowing tide 
« Of wealth came tumbling in; this nouriſh'd pride 
« *T'wixt ſoul and dody, now I wich ig may 

4 Fare as betwixt the Fetus and us this day. 

O that our outward want and loſs may be 
1 To us a ſoul enriching poverty 

&« If diſappointments here, ad yance the trade 

For heaven, then complain not; you have made 
«© The richeſt voyage, and your empty ſhips | 
Return deep laden with ſoul benefits. 
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tu feas the greater fh the 15 devour : 
$0 ſome men cruſh. allthoſe within their-power. 


OBSERVTATION, E 
HERE are fiſhes of prey in che ſea, as well x 15 
birds and beaſts 33 on the land. Ou * 
ſeamen tell us, how the deyouring whales, ſhark, is | 
dolphins, and other fiſhes. follow the caplein, and G. 
-other ſmaller fiſh, and devour multitudes of then, and 
It is frequent with us, in our own ſeas, to find ſer. 55 
eral ſmaller fiſhes in the bellies of the greater ons; G ; 
yea, -bave often heard ſeamen ſay, That the pon | 
little fry, when purſued, are ſo ſenſible of the dar th 
ger, that they have ſometimes ſeen multitudes d | 
them caſt thernſelves upon the ſhoar, and peil Ct 
there, to . the danger of being deyoured H 
them. | an 
APPLICATION, Py 
Thus cruel, mercileſs, and oppreſſive are wick tre 
men, whoſe fender merties are cruelty, Proy, xxii. i wie 
We ſee the like cruelty in our extortioners, u he 
over reaching ſharks aſhore, who grind the faces the 
the poor, and regard not the cries of the father he] 
and widows, but fill their houſes with the gain( inv 
oppreſſion. Theſe are, by the holy Ghoſt, comp! ad 
ed to the tiſhes of the ſea, Hab. i. 13, 14. Th tha 


is a crying ho yea, It ſends up a loud cry to heart 
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for vengeance, Exod. xxii. 23. If thou afflict the 
widow and the fatherleſs, and they cry unto me, 1 
will ſurely hear their cry.” And verſe 27. „ will 
hear his cry, for Jam gracious. 
not only hear their cry, but avenge their quarrel. 


That is a remarkable text, 1 Theſ. iv. 6. That 


no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any 


matter, becauſe that the Lord is the 
(Avenger) of all fuch.” . This word is 
but once more uſed in the New- Teta. 


Ecdicos. 


ment, Rom. xiii. 4. And there it is applied to the 


civil magiſtrate, who is to ſee execution done upon 
offenders. But now this is a ſin that ſometimes 
may be out of the reach of man's juſtice, & therefore 
God hunſelf will be their Avenger. You may over- 
power the poor in this world, and it may be they 
cannot. contend with you at man's bar, therefore 
God will bring it before his ba. 
Believe it, ſirs, it is a ſin ſo provoking to God, 
that he will not let it eſcape without ſevere puniſh- 
ment, ſooner or later. The prophet Habakkuk, 
Chap. 1. verſe 13. wondered how the holy God 
could forbear ſuch till the general day ef reckoning 
and that he did not take exemplary vengeance on 
them in this life. · Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canſt not look upon iniquity: 
Wherefore then lookeſt tho! upon them that deal 
treacherouſly, and holdeſt thy tongue when the 
wicked devours the man that is more righteous than 
he?“ And Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. © Enter not into 
the fields of the fatherleſs, i. e. Of the poor and 
helpleſs. But why is it more dangerous violently to 
invade their right, than anochers? The reaſon is 
added, For their Redeemer is mighty, and he 
Mall plead their cauſe with. the“ It may be they 
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Nay, God will 
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due? Mal. iu. 5. 
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are not able to obtain a council to plead their cauſe 
here ; therefore God will plead their caule for 


REFLECTION. 


Turn in upon thyſelf. (O my foul) and conſider, 
haſt thou not been guilty of this crying ſin? Have 
I not (when a ſervant) over- reached and defrauded 
others, and filled my maſter's houſe with violence 


and deceit ?- and ſo brought myſelt under that 


dreadful threatening, Zeph. i. 9. Or ſince I came 
to trade and deal upon my own account, have not 
the ballances of deceit been in my hand? I have (it 


may be) kept many in my ſervice and employment; 


have not I uſed their labours without reward, and 
ſo am under that woe? Jer. xxii. 13. Or not giv- 
en them wages proportionable to their work? Iſai. 
wiii. 3. Or by pad payment and unjuſt deductions 
and allowances defrauded them of a part of their 
Or at leaſt delayed payment, 
out of a covetous diſpoſition to gain by it ; whilſt 
their neceſſities in the mean time cryed aloud for it ; 


and fo finned againſt God's expreſs commands, 
Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Levit. xix. 30. Or have not 


perſecuted ſuch as God hath ſmitten ? Plal. Ixix. 
26. And rigorouſly exacted the utmoſt of my 
due, though the hand of God hath gone out againſt 
them, breaking their eſtates? O my ſoul, examine 


thyſelf upon thele particulars ; reſt not quiet, until 


this guilt be removed by the application of the 
blood of ſprikling. Hath not the Lord ſaid, James 
ii. 13. That they ſhall have judgment without 
mercy, that hath ſhewed no mercy ? And is it not 
a fearfu! thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, who hath ſaid, He will take vengeanee for 
thele things? 
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THE POEM. 


11 Devouring whales and ravenous ſharks do follow 
The leſſer fry, and at one gulp do ſwallow 
Some hundreds of them, as our ſeamen ſay; 
But we can tell far ſtranger things than they. 

4% For we have ſharks aſhore, on every creek, 

© That to devour poor men do hunt and feel. 
No pity, ſenſe, or bowels in them be, 

* Nay, have they not put off humanity ? 

. Extortioners and cheaters, whom God hates, 

« Have dreadful open mouths, and through thoſe gates 
Brave perſons with their heritages paſs 

1% In funeral ſtate, friends crying out alas 

40 give me Agur's wiſh, that I may never 

1 Be ſuch myſelf, or feel the hands of either. 

« And as for thoſe that in their paws are grip'd, 

« Pity and reſcue, Lord, from that fad plight. 

« When 1 behold the ſqueaking lark, that's born 
te In falcon's talons, crying, bleeding, torn ; 

«1 pity it's fad caſe, and would relieve 


4 The priſoner, if I could, as well as grieve, 


“ Fountain of pity, hear the piteous moans 
« Of all thy captive and. opprefſed ones. 
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In ſtorms to ſoread much ſail endangers all: 
So carnal mirth, if God for mourning call. 


OBSERVATION, 


N ſtorms at ſea, the wiſe navigator will not ſpread 
much fail ; that is the way to loſe maſts and all; 
They uſe then to furl up the fails, and lie a hull, 


when not able to bear a knot of fail ; or elſe to lie 


a try, or ſcud before the wind and ſeas. It is no 
time then to hoiſt up the top and top-gallant, and 
ſhew their bravery. | 


APPLICATION. 


3. © Wo to them that are at eaſe in Sion, that 


are not grieved for the afflitions of Joſeph,” as 


verſe 4. It may be (as one obſerves upon the text) 
they did not laugh at him, or break jeſts upon him; 
but they did not condole with him. And what 


ſhall 
tore 
capti 
tells 
and: 
to da 
zext} 
men, 
Ty an 
turb | 
Ia, x: 
gs are 
did th 
ing w. 
flaying 
Well; 
ty ſha 
dreadfi 
a debt 
conſtit 
yet wh 
obey tl 
lician; 
yet whi 
than he 
conſide 
with th 
ſeemed 
bis chil, 
we may 
mirth, 


Bluſh 


ſibility v 


ſhall be their puniſhment ? See verſe 3. 4 There; 
tore now, ſhall they go captive with the firſt that go 
captive: God will begin with them firſt. Solomon 
tells us, Ecclel. iii. 4. There is a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a. time to mourn, and a time 
to dance: Only {as Maſter Trap notes upon the 
text) © we muſt not invert the order, but weep with 
men, that we may laugh with angels.” To be mer- 
ry and frolickſome in a day of tribulation; is to diſ- 
turb the order of ſeaſons; That is a terrible text, 
Iſa. xxii. 12. which ſhould make the hearts of ſuch 
as are guilty in this kind to tremble : In that daß 
did the Lord of hoſts call to mourning, and to gird- 
ing with ſackcloth ; and behold, joy and gladneſs; 
flaying oxen, killing ſheep, drinking wine; Sc.“ 
Well; what is the iſſue of this? Surely; this iniqui- 
ty ſhall not be purged from you, till ye die. O 
dreadful word | Surely (my brethren) ſympathy is 
a debt we owe to Chriſt myſtical. Whatever our 
conſtitution, condition, or perſonal immunities be, 
yet when God calls for ourning, we muſt hear and 
obey that call, David was a king, an expert mu- 
licianz a man of ſanguine and chearful conſtitution z 
yet who mote ſenſible of the evil of thoſe times, 
than be? Rivers of water ran down his eyes at the 
conſideration of them. Meluncihon was ſo affected 
with the miſeries of the chureh in his days, that he 
ſeemed to take little or no notice of the death of 
his child, whom he entirely loved. At ſuch a time 
we may * ſay of laughter, Thou art mad, and of 
mirth, what doth it? 


REFLECTION, 
Bluſh then, O my foul ! for thy levity and inſens 
ſibility under God's angry diſpenſations. How ma- 
55 | 


tears abroad, while I have been ** Nouriſhing 


have heard its voice,” Mic. vi. 9. 


-- 
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ny of the precious ſons and daughters of Sigr, lie in 


heart, as in a day of flaughter ? The voice of God 
hath cried to the city, and men of underſtanding 


deaf to that cry; How loth (my God) have I been 
to urge my ſenſual heart to acts of ſorrow and mourn- 
mg ! Thou haſt bid me weep with them that weep, 
but my vain heart' cannot comply with ſuch com- 


mands. Ah Lord! if I mourn not with Sion, nei- 
ther ſhall I rejoice with her. | 


O were mine eyes opened, and my heart ſenſible 
and tender, I might ſee cauſe enough to melt into 
tears; and like that chriſtian Niobe, Luke vii. 38, to 
he weeping at the feet of Chriſt. Lord, what ſtu- 
pidity is this 7 Shall I laugh when thou art angry, 
and thy children weeping and trembling ? Then! 
may juſtly fear, leſt * when they ſhall ſing for joy 
of heart, I ſhall howl for vexation of ſpirit,“ Iſa, 


Ry. 13, 14. Surely, O my ſoul! ſuch laughter 


will be turned into mourning, either here or here- 
ner, R 


THE POEM, 


e In troublous times mirth in the finner's face 
er Is like to a morning-eloak with ſil ver lace. 
The lion's roaring makes the beaſts to quake; 
God's roaring judgments cannot make us ſhake. 
& What belluine contempt is this of God, 
& To laugh in's face, When he takes up the rod? 
& Such laughter God in tears will ſurely drowng: - 
„ (Unleſs he hate thee).e*re he lay it down. 


But I have been 
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O Navigation Spiritualzeil. 
. Theſerods have voices 5; if thou heat them well: 
4 If not another rod's prepar'd in hell, 
And when the arm of God ſhall lay it on, 
Lauth if thou canſt 3 no, then thy mirth is gone. 
* All Son's children will lament and ery, 
© When all her beeuteous ſtones in duſt do lie; 
« And he that for her then laments and mourns, - 
4 Shall want no joy, when God to her returns.” 
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C H A P. XXVL 


A little leak neglefied, dangerous Proves ; 
One fin conntved at, the jou! undoes. 


OBSERFVATION. 


HE ſmalleſt leak, if not timely diſcovered and 

ſtopt, is enough to fink a ſhip of the greateſt 
burden ; therefore ſeamen are wont frequently to 
try what water is in the hole; and if they find it 
freſh, and increaſing upon them, they ply the pump, 
and preſently ſet the carpenters to ſearch for it and 
ſtop it; and till it be found they cannot be quiet. 


APPLICATION, 


What ſuch a leak is to a ſhip, that is the ſmalleſt 
ſin neglected to the ſoul; it is enough to ruin it e- 
ternally, For as the greateſt fin, diſcovered, lament- 
ed, and mourned over by a believer, cannot ruin 
him ; fo the leaſt fin indulged, covered, and con- 
ved at, will certainly proye the deſtruction of the 
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ſinner. No ſin, though never ſo imall, is tolerated 


| Dy the pure and perfe&t law of God, Pſalm cxix. 96. 
Th 3 


e command it exceeding broad; not as if it gave 
men a latitude to walk as they pleaſe, but road, 
i. e. extending itſelf to all our words, thoughts, ac- 
tions, and affèctions: Laying a law upon them all; 
conniving at no evil in apy man, 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

And as the word giyes no allowance for the leaſt 
fin, ſo it is the very nature of ſincerity and upright- 
riets, to ſet the heart againſt (every) way of wicked- 
neſs, Pſal. cxxxix. 23,24. Job xxxi. 13. And eſpe. 
cially againſt that fin which. was its darling in the 
days of his vanity, Pſalm xviii. 23. True hatred (as 
 ..__ - the philoſopher obſerves) is of the 
whole + kind: He that hates fin 

TI as fin (and ſo doth every upright 
foul) hates all fins as well as ſome. | 
Again, the ſoul that hath had a ſaving ſight of 

elus Chriſt, and a true diſcovery of the evil of fin, 
in the glaſs both of the law and goſpel, can account 
no fin imall, He knows the demerit of the ſmall- 
eſt fn is Gad's eternal wrath, and that not the leaſt 
fn hs remitted, without the ſhedding and ap- 
ge e of thę blood of Chriſt, Heb, ix. 22. which 
blood is of infinite value and price, 1 Pet. 1, 19. 

To canclude, (God's people know, that little a 
well as great fins are dangerous, deadly and deſtruc- 
tive in their own natyre-: A little poiſon: will de: 
ſtroy a man. Adrian was choaked with a gnat 
Ceſar ſtabbid with bodkins. A man would think 
Adam's fin had been no great matter, yet what 
dreadful work did it make I It was not a ſingle bul- 
let to kill himſelf only; but as a chain-ſhot, which 
Cut off all his poor miſerable poſterity. Indeed, no 
fin can be little, becauſe its object againſt whom it 
is committed is ſo great, whence it receives a kind 
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to redeem us from if is lo invaluable. © 


REFLECTION. 


And is the ſmalleſt fin not only damning in its 
own nature, but will certainly prove the ruin of 
that ſoul that hides and covers it? Oh then let my 
ſpirit accompliſh à diligent ſearch. Look to it, O 


my ſoul ! that no ſin be indulged by-thee. Set theſe 


conſiderations as ſo many flaming {words in the way 
of thy carnal delights and luſts: Let me never ſay 
ot any fin, as Lot did of Zoar, it is @ little one, ſpare 


it. Shall I fpare that which coft the blood of Je- 


{us Chriſt ? The Lord would not ſpare him, her 
be made his ſoul an offering for ſim, Rom. viii. 32. 
Neither will he ſpare me, if I defend and hide it, 
Deut. xxix. 20. Ah! If my heart were right, and 
my converſation ſound, that luſt, whatever it be, 
that is ſo favoured by me, would eſpecially be ab- 
hored and hated, Ifa. ii. 20. and xxx. 22. What- 
ever my convictions and reformations have been, 
yet if there be but one fin retained and delighted 
in, this keeps the devil's intereſt ſtill in my ſoul : 
and though for a time he ſeem to depart, yet at 
laſt he will return with ſeven worſe ſpirits, and this 
is the fin that will open the door to him, and deliver 
up my foul, Mat. xii. 43, 44. Lord, let me make 
thorough work of it: let me cut it off, and pluck 
it out, though it be as a right hand, or eye. Ah, 
ſhall I come ſo near the kingdom of God, and 
make ſuch a fair offer for Chrift, and yet ſtick at a 
imall matter, and lole all for want of one thing ? 
Lord, let me ſhed the blood of the deareſt luſt, tor 
his fake that ſhed his deareſt blood for me. 
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» hete's many n ſoul eternally undone 
Fot ſpating fir, bectuſt a Nttle one. - 


net w de much deceiv'd; no fin is ſmall, 
e That woudds fo great a God, ſo dear a ſoul. 
et ſayit were, the ſmalleſt pen-knife may 
{ !- © Aswell ſword or lance diſpatch and lay. 
| „ Aud ſhall ſo ſmall a matter part and fever 
© Chriſt and thy ſoul ? What, make you part for ever? 

- * Or wilt tho ſtand on toys, with him, when he 

Deny d himſelf in greateſt things for thee ? 
Or will it be an eaſe in hell, to think 
| How eafily thy ſoul therein did fink ? 

x « Are Chriſt and hell for trifles ſold and bought? 
© Strike ſouls with trembling, Lord, at ſuch a thought ! 
6 By little dias, belov /d, t the ſoul is loft Fe, g 
2 Yaleſs ſuch ſins, do great ropentance coft. * 


» 
g# T5 


r ly. r.. 4 I 


As, 


Shy o make much way when they a trade-wind gely 
With ſuch a wind the ſaints bade ever met. 


OBSERF ATION: 


HOUGH in moſt parts of the world the 
1 winds are variable, and ſometimes blow from 
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t of the a, by eld whereof, ſail» 
ing is flow, and dangerous yet about the Equinoe« 

tial, — meet with a trade · wind, blowing, fot 
the molt part, one way; and there they fail jocund 


before it, and ſrarce need to lower a IE for 
fome hundreds of leagues. | | 


APPLICATION: v9 


Although the beepte of God oi with ni 
ſeeming rubs and ſet-· backs in their way to heaven, 
which are like contrary winds to a ſhip; yet are 
they from the day of their convention, to the day of 
their complete ſalvation, never out of a 7 
way to heaven. Rom. viii. 21. We know that al 
things work together for good, to them that love 
God, to them that are ealled according to his pur- 
poſe, ” This is a moſt precious ſcripture, pregnant 
with its conſolation to all believers in all conditions, 

2 pillar of comfort to all diſtreſſed ſaints: Let us 
look a little nearer to it. 

(We knew) Mark the certainty and evidence of 
the propoſition, which is not built upon a gueſs or 
remote probability, but upon the knowledge of the 
faints ; zwe &ncw it. and that partly by divine reve- 
lation, God has told us ſo; and partly by our own 
experience; we find it fo. 

(That all things) Not only things that lie in a 
natural and direct tendency to our good; as ordinan- 
ces, promiſes, bleſſings, &c. but even ſach things as 
have no natural fitneſs and tendency to ſuch an end; 
as afiftions, temptations, corruptions, deſerttens, e. 
all theſe help onward. They 

ol Work together.) Not all of them directly, and 

of their own nature and inclination; but by being 


oyer· ruled and determined to ſuch an iſſus by the 


Ne Comipaſt fot brunn 
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good to the ſaints, ſingly, and apart, but as 
adjuvant cauſes or helps, ſtanding under, and work- 
ing in ſubordination to the lyprotne and Principal 
cauſe. of their happine(s.. 

Now, the moſt teeming oppoſite things yea, fin 
in itſelf, which in its own nature is real y oppoſite 

to their good, yet eventually contributes to it. Al- 
flictions and deſertions ſeem to work againſt us; but 
being once put into the rank and order of cauſes, 


they work together with ſuch bleſſed —.—— 


as word and prayer, to an happy iſſue. And though 
the faces of theſe things, that ſo agree and work to- 
ther, look contrary ways; yet there are, as. it were, 
cret chains and connexions of providence betwixt 
them, to unite them in their iſſue: There 3 be 
many inſtruments employed about one work, and 
yet not communicate counſels, or hold intelligence 
with each other. Joſeph's brethren, the Midianiies 
Potiphar, &c. knew not one another's mind; nor 
aimed at one end, (much leſs. the end that God 


brought about by them). one acts out of revenge; 


another for gain, a third out of policy; yet all meet 
together at laſt, in that iflue God had deſigned to 


bring about by them, even Joſeph's advancement: 


Sev ſo it is here, chriſtian, there are more inſtru- 
ments at work for thine eternal good, than thou art 
aware of. 


REFLECTION. 


Chear up then, O my ſoul, and lean upon this 
ilar of comfort in all diſtrefles. Here is a pro: 
ile for me, if I am a called one; that like the ph! 
loſopber's ſtone, turns all into gold it toucheth- 
This promiſe is my ſecurity ; however things go u 
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col the world, my God © will do me no hurt,” Jer. xxv. 
| 6. Nay, he will do me good by every diſpenſation. 
0 that I had but an heart to make all things 
mo work for his glory, that thus cauſeth every thing to 
Fe work for my good.” My God, doſt thou turn ev- 
WA ery ba. to my advantage? O let me return all to 
— thy praiſe; and if by every thing thou work my 
"Af; eternal good, then let me in every thing give thanks. 
But ah! how fooliſh and ignorant have I been? 
even as a beaſt before thee. How hath my heart 
been diſquieted, and apt to repine at thy diſpenſa- 
tions, when they have croſſed my will ? not conſid- 
ering that my God faithfully purſues my good, even 
in thoſe things that croſs, as well as in that which 
pleaſes e. | K 64 
Biene Lord ! what a blefſed condition are all 
thy people in, who are within the line of this prom- 
iſe? All things friendly and beneficial to them; 
friends heipful ; enemies helptul ; every thing con- 
ſpiring, and conducing to their happineſs. With 
others 1t 1s not ſo ; nothing works for their good ; 
nay, 2 thing works againſt it : their very mer- 
cies are ſnares, and their proſperity deſtroys them; 
Prov. 1. 32. even the blefled goſpel itſelf is a ſavour 
of death to them: when evil befals them, © it is an 
only evil,” Ezek. vii. 5. that is, not turned into 
good to them; and as their evik are not turned in- 
to good, ſo all their good is turned into evil. As 
this promiſe hath an influence into all that concerns 
the people ot God, ſo the curſe hath an influence 
into all the enjoyments of the wicked. O my ſoul, 
on this bleſs the Lord, who hath caſt thy lut into fuch a 
prom: pleaſant place, and given thee ſuch a glorious her- 
he phi- tage, as this promiſe is. 
acheth- 8 
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«« Corn ripens then apace, both night and day. 

c Souls once ia Chriſt, that morning-ſtar lets fall 

« Such influences on them, that all! 

« God's diſpenſations to them then, ſweet or ſour, 

«« Ripen their ſouls for glory ev'ry hour, 

« All their afflictions, rightly underſtood, 

% Are bleings ; ev'ry wind will blow ſame good. 

Sure at their troubles ſaints would never grudge, { 
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then every common perſon can guide the ſhip? 


In th 

Were ſenſe depoſed, and faith made the judge. trouble, 

« Falls make them warier, amend their pace; E | eries of 
eee e 
u atan ce the iſſue, event ditions, | 
Of his temptations, he would ſcarcely tempt. T keep I! 
Could ſaints but ſee what fruits their troubles bring, «c keepe! 
* Amidſt thoſe troubles they would ſhout and fing. His Peoj 

« O ſacred wiidom ! who can but admire fore his 
& To ſee how thou doſt fave from fire, by fire ! they 0. 

« No doubt but ſaints in glory wond'ring ſtand dangers 
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the pilot may then he down, and take his reſt ; but 


in great ſtorms; and ſtreſs of weatber, or when near 


the dangerous ſhore, then the moſt ſkilful pilot is 


ut to it; then he ſhews the utmoſt of his art and 
{ill, and yet ſometimes all is too little. They are (as 
the ſcripture ſpeaks) at. their wits end, know not 
what to do more; but are forced to commit all to 
the mercy of God, and the ſeas, 


APPLICATION, 


In the ſtorms and tempeſts of affliction and 
trouble, there are the moſt evident and full diſcov- 
eries of the wiſdem and power of our God: it is 
indeed continually active for his people in all con- 
ditions, Ha. xxvii. 3. Leſt any hurt it, I will 
« keep it night and day.” Pſal. cxx1, 4. He that 
« keepeth Iſrael neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth.“ 
His People's dangers are without intermiſſion, there- 
fore his preſervations are ſo too. But now, when 
they come into the trait of affliction, and deadly 
dangers, which threaten like rocks on every fide ; 
now the wiſdom of their God rides triumphantly 
and viſibly upon the waves of that ſtormy fea ; and 
this infinite wiſdom is then eſpecially diſcovered in 
theſe particulars :; | | 

1. In leaving them ſtil] ſomewhat in the lieu 
and room of thoſe comforts that they are deprived 
of ; ſo that they ſee God doth exchange their com- 
forts, and that for the better; and this ſupports 
them. So John xiv. 1, 2, 3. Chriſt's bodily pre- 
lence is removed, but the ſpirit was ſent in the 
room of it, which was better. 


He is come. 
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2. In doubling their ſtrength, as he doubles 
their burdens. It is obſerved that the faints have 
many times very ſtrong and tweet conſolation, x 
little before their greateſt trials: and this is ſo or. 
dinary, that commonly when they have had their 
extraordinary conſolations from God, they haye 
then looked for ſome eminent trial. The Lord ap. 
peared to Abraham, and ſealed the covenant to him, 
and then put him upon that great trial of bis faith. 
So the diſciples, Luke xxiv. 49. It was command. 
ed them that they ſhould tarry in Jeruſalem, til 
they were endowed with power from on high," 


. . The Lord knew what a hard providence they were 


like to have, and what great oppoſitions and diff 
culties they muſt encounter, in publiſhing the ex- 
erlaſting goſpel to the world; and therefore firl 
prepares and and endows them with power from a 
high, viz. with eminent meaſures of the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit; as faith, patience, felt-cenil 
&c. So Paul had firſt his revelations, - then hy 
buffetings. 

3. In coming in ſo opportunely in the tine 
of their great diſtreſs, with reliet and comfort, 1 
Pet. iv. 14. „Then the Spirit of Glory ando 
God reſteth on them.” As that martyr cried ob 
to his friend Auſtin, at the very ſtake, He is cn 


Fl 


4. In appointing and ordering the ſeveral kind 
of afflictions to ſeveral ſaints; and alloting to eve 
one, that very afflition, and no other, which 
moſt ſuitable to his condition: which. affliction 
like ſo many potions of phyſic, are prepared 
that very malignant humour- that predomima 
moſt in them. Peter's fin was ſelf-confidence, G 

ermits him to fall by denying Chriſt ; which doul 
leſs was ſanctified to his good in that particu 
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Hezekiah's fin: was vain-glory, therefore ſpoilers are 
ſent to take away his treaſures. 

In the duration of their troubles, they ſhall 
not ly always upon them, Pſalm cxxv. 3. Our God 
is a God of judgment, Iſa. xxx, 18. Knows the 
due time of removing it, and is therein punctual 
to a day, Rev. ii. 10. 


RAFLRCTION. : 


If the wiſdom of God do thus triumph, and 
glorify itſelf in the diſtreſſes of the ſaints, then why 
ſhould I fear in the day of evil? Pſalm xlix. 4. Why 
doth my heart faint at the fore-ſight and appre- 
henfion of approaching trouble? Fear none of 
thoſe things that thou ſhalt ſuffer, O my ſoul ; if 
thy God will thus be with thee in the fire of water, 
thou canſt not periſh, Though I walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet let me fear 
no evil, whilſt my God is thus with me. Creatures 
cannot do what they pleaſe, his wiſdom limits and 
over-rules them all, to gracious and ſweet ends. 
It my God caſt me into the furnace, to melt and 
try me, yet I ſhall not be conſumed there ; for he 
will ft by the furnace himſelf all the while 1 am in 
it, and curiouſly pry into it, obſerving when it hath 
done its work, and then will preſently withdraw 
the fire. O my ſoul, bleſs and adore this God of 
wiſdom ! who himſelf will fee the ordering of all 
thine aſflictions, and not truſt it in the hands of 
men or angels. 


THE POEM: 


c Though toſt in greateſt ſtorms, Il] never fear, 
& If Chriſt will fit at th* helm to guide and ſteer: 


es Stevie are thi triimph of his kill and art; 1 
« He cannot cloſe his eyes, nor change his heart. of b 
4% Wiſdom and power ride upon the waves, XXX 
| And in the greateſt danger helps and faves. 9 
N L & From dangers it by dangers doth deliver, ( 1. e 
1 i And wounds the devil out of his own quiver fathe 
4 te Jt countermines his plots, and ſo doth ſpoil, denc 
| ; | « And make his engines on himſelf recoil. mou 
[ © [It blunts the politician's reſtleſs tool, the 
3 And makes Ahitophel the verieſt fool; diſce 
W | « It ſhews ds liow our reaſon us miſled, ſtand 
= And if he had not, we had periſhed. was 4 
41 «Lord, to thy wiſdom I will give the reins, Thel 
| 1 © And not with cares perplex and vex my brains.“ heigh 
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HE ocean is ſo deep, that no eye can diſcov- 
er what lies in the bottom thereof. We ule 
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to ſay, proverbially, of a thing that is irrecoverably 
loſt, it is as good it were caſt wn the ſea. What 


lies there, lies e enter from eyes, but the eye 
of Gd. 


1 


erpuredmion. 


Thus are the judgments of G08. ar] the 8 
of his providence, profound and unſcarchable, Pal. 
xxxvi. 6. Thy righteouineſs is like the great 
t mountains, thy judgments are a great deep; 
(i. e.) his providences are ſecret, obſcure, and un- 
fathomable; but even then, and in thole provi- 
dences, his righteouſneſs ſtands. up like the great 
mountains, viſible & apparent to every eye. Though 
the ſaints cannot ſee the one, yet they can clearly 
diſcern the other, Jer. xii. 1. Jeremiah was at a 
ſtand; ſo was Job in the like caſe, Job xi. 5 So 
was Aſaph, PlalgIxXit. and Habbakuk, chap. 

Theſe wheels of providence are dreadful for * 
height, Ezek. 1. 18. There be deep myſteries of 
providence, as well as of faith. It may be faid of 
{ome of them, as of Paul's epiſtles, That they are 
bard to be underſtood, darkneſs and clouds are. round 
about the throne of God: no man can ſay what 
will be the particular iſſue and event of ſome of 
bis diſpenſations. Luther ſeemed to hear God ſay 
to him, when he was importunate to know his 
mind in ſome particular providence, Deus ſum non 
fequax: I am a God not to be traced. Some pro- 
vidences, like Hebrew letters muſt be read back- 
ward, Plal. xcii. 7, Some providetices poſe men 
of the greateſt parts and graces. © His way is in 
the ſea, his paths in the great waters, and hts 
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« foot- ſteps are not known,“ Pſal, Ixxvii. 19; 
Who can trace foot: ſteps in the bottom of the ſea? 
The Angels, Pek. i. have their hands un- 
« der their wings.” The hand is either m bolum 
roboris. The ſymbol of ſtrength ; or inſtrumentatum 
operationis, The inſtrument of action: where theſe 
hands are put forth, they work effectually, yea, but 
ſecretly, they are hid under their wings. There 
be ſome of God's works that are ſuch ſecrets, as 
that they may not be enquired into; they are to 
be believed and adored, but not pryed into, Rom, 
xi, 33. Others that may be enquired after, but 
yet are fo profour:d, that tew can underſtand them, 
Pal. cxi. 2. © The works of the Lord are great, 
* ſought out of all thoſe that have pleaſure there- 
in.” When we come to heaven, then all thoſe 
myſteries, as well in the works as in the words of 
God, will he open to our view. 


REFLECTION. 


O then, why is my heart diſquieted, becauſe it 
cannot ſometimes diſcern the way of the Load, and 
ſee the connection and dependance of his provi- 
dential diſpenſations? Why art thou fo perplexed, 
O my ſoul; at the confuſions and diſorders that are 
in the world ? I know that goodneſs and wildom 
fits at the flern; and though the veſſel of the 
church be toſſed and diſtreſſed in ſtorms of trou- 
ble, yet-it ſhall not periſh; Is it not enough fot 
me, that God hath condeſcended fo far; for my ſa- 
tistaction, as to ſhew me plainly the ultimate and 
general iflue of theſe myſterious providences, Eph: 
J. 22. Rom. vill. 28. unleſs I be able to take the 


height of Every particular, ſhall I preſume to call 
the God of . to account? Muſt he render a 
reaſon of his ways, and give an account of his mat - 
ters to ſuch a worm as Tam? Be ſilent (O my foul) 
before the Lord, ſubſcribe to his wiſdom, and ſub- 
mit to his will, whatloever he doth. However it 
be, yet God is ood to Iſrael ; the event will man- 
ifeſt I to be all dyer a deſign of love. I know not 
how to reconcile them to each. other, or many of 
them to the promiſe ; yet are they all harmonious 
betwixt themſelves, and the certain means of ac- 

compliſhing the promiſes O what a favour is this} 
that in the midſt of the greateſt conſuſions in the 
world, God bath given ſuch abundant: ſecurity to 
his people, that it ſhall be well with them ? Amos 
it, 8. Eceleſ. viii. 12. 


THE P OEM: 


" Lord! ! fob frupendous, deep, and wonderfal, 

« Are all thy dravights of providence 7 80 full 

« or puzzling intricacies, that they lie 

N Beyond the ken of any mortal eye. . 

« Aber! within a wheels the ſcripture notlon, | 

« And all thoſe wheels tranſverſe, and croſs i in motion. 
« All creatures ſerve it in their place; yet fo, 

« As thouſarids of them know nat what they do. 

7 At this or that, their aim they, do direct; 3 
« But neither this, nor that, is the effect : 


4 But ſomething elſe they do not underſtand, 
10 Which ſets all politicians at a ſtand, 
T 


1 r 
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© Der counts, at the bit this bt th bed 
& And deeper things performeth by the weak, 

t Men are, like horſes, ſet at ev ry ſtage, 

6 For providence to ride from age to age þ 

80 Which, like a poſt, ſpurs ong and makes them tug | 
te From ſtage, to ſtages until their journey's done ʒ 
« Then take a freſh 1 but they the bus'nefs knows 
4. No more than horſes the poſt · lettets do; 

4 Yet tho' it's work: be not conceal d from: fights 

4 *T'will be a glorious piece, when brought to light. 
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Millions of men are ſunk into the main; 
But it ſhall not thoſe dead always retain, 


OBSERVATION. 


"HAT multieades of men hath the ſea 
voured ! thouſands have made their gram 

in it. What numbers of men have been ingulſd 
together in ſea - fights, or ſtorms, or inundation 
whereby whole towns have been ſwallowed up I 0 
tainly the dead which are there, are innumerable: 


* 


A MELO GS: 


But though the ſea has received ſo many tho 
land bodies of men into its devouring throat, ye! 
is not the ablolute lord, or proprietor of them, 


| N — | | ” ITY 
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rather a ſteward intruſted with them, till the Lord 
require an accaunt af them; and then it muſt de- 
liver up all it hath received, eyen to aperſon, Rev, 
xx. 11, 12. And I faw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſtand before God: And the books were opened; 
and another book was opened, which is the book | 
of life; and the dead were judged out of thoſe things 
which were written in "#4 book, according to their 
works, And the lea gave up the dead which were 
in it. : 

The dodtrine of the reſurrection of the body, is 
1 a doctrine full of fngular conſolations to believers, 

1 Cor. xv. and moſt clearly aſſerted in ſcripture, 
Acts xxvi. 8. Job xix, 25, 1 Cor. xv. xc. And 
it is well for us this en 2 ſo plainly revealed; be- 
cauſe as it is a moſt comfortable truth to the peo» 

ple of God, fo there 1s ſcarce any truth that lies un- 
der more prejudice, as to ſenſe or reaſon, and is 
more difficult to receive, than this is. The Epicures 
and Stoics laughed Paul to ſcorn when he preached 
it to them, Acts xvii, 32. The Familiſts and Qua- 
kers at this day reject it as a fable. The Socinians 
| fa ll the ſame body ſhall not riſe, but an ærial body, 
enn And, indeed, if men {et up reaſon as the only judge 
= ry of ſupernatural things, it 1s incredible to think, that 
u a body ſhould be reſtored, that hath been burnt to 
w- ag 9 and thoſe. aſhes ſcattered in the wind ; as 
us Ay hiſtory tells us was frequently done by the bodies of 
m— the ſaints in Diacigſian s reign ! or when drowned in 
the ſea, and there devoured by ſeveral fiſhes, and 
thoſe again devoured by others. But yet this is not 
to be objected to the almight wer of God, that 
gave them their firſt being : dit culties and impol- 
fibilities are for men, but not for him. « Why 
ſhould it be thought a thing incredible with you, 


that God ſhould raiſe the ans e' Acts XXVi. 8. 


erte 


And muſt I riſe "I R my body fall 
at death? Then, Lord, how am 1 coneerned to pet 
union with Chriſt while I live? By virtue thereof 
only, my reſurrection can be made co cp fortable, and 
bleſſed to me. Ah let my body lie where it will, 


in earth or ſea; let my bones be ſcattered, and fleſh 


devoured by worms or fiſh, I know thou canſt, and 
wilt re-unite my ſcattered parts; and in this 
I muſt ſtand before thine awful tribunal, to receive 


according to what I have done therein, 2 Cor. v. lo, 


Thou 'that commandeſt me to ſtand forth among 
the nobleſt rank of creatures, when I had no being 
and ſaweſt my ſubftance, being yet imperfect, 0 ak 
as cafily reduce me to that being again. 

What though tealbn vote it impoſſible, and ſents 
incredible ? Though all theſe difhculties and in- 
cumbrances grow upon my faith, yet I know my 
body is not loſt for Fer \ ; the Gut of thy laſt and 
dreadiyl trumpet, ſhall awaken me: and thy migh- 
ty power, to which all things arc poſſible, (hall bring 
me before thy bar. 

* O Lord, i know that I ſhall ſtand in that great 
aſſembly at the laſt day, when multitudes, multi 
tudes, eyen all the ſons and daughters of Adam, 
res appear together. O if I die Chriſtleſs, it were 

or me that there were no feſurrection; for 
5 thoſe eyes that have been windows of luſt, mult 
behold Chriſt the Judge, not as a Redeemer, but as 
a Reyenger. That tongue that hath yented ſo much 
of the filthinefs of my heart, will then be ftruck 
eeckleß before him ; ; and this ficſh which [ fo 
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ng flames. O my God, let me make fure work 

ſuch a day ! if I now get real: union with thy 
Son, I ſhall awake with ſinging out of the duſt ; and 
then, as thou ſaidſt to Jacob, ſo to me, when I go 
down into the ſea, or grave, Gen; xlvi. $4: « Fear 


bo fees and provided for, condemned to everlaſt- 
or 


fring wer up e b 


THE POEM, 


| © Tt ſhould not ſeem incredible to thee, 
% That God ſhould raiſe the dead in ſeas that be: 
10 We ſee in winter, fwallows, worms and flies 2 
ia Depriv'd of life, yet in the ſpring they riſe. 
. What tho? your bodies ſey'ral fiſh devour, 
4 Object not that to the Almighty pow'r. 
c Some chymiſts in their art are ſo exact, 
© That fipgs que herb they pſhally exteett 
t Four diff rent elements 3 what think ye then, 
« Can poſe that God, ho- gave this ſkill to men 
60 The gard ner can diſtinguiſ thirty Kinde 
«« Of ſeeds from one another, cho he finds 
Them mix'd together in the ſelf-fame diſh ; 
& Much more can God diſtinguiſh fleſh from fiſh, 
« They ſeem as loſt, but they again muſt live; 
« The ſea's a Reware, and ſtewards account muſt give, 
% Look what you are, when in the ocean drown'd, 
© The very ſame at judgment you'll be found. 
&« I would not care where my vile body lies, 
Were I afſur's it ſkou'd with corafort riſe." 
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- CHAP, - XXXI. 


The ſeaman's groe. dangers neor the waf 7 
M ben rue are weareft heav'n, the danger a m. 


OBSERVATION, 


HOUGH ſeamen meet with violent ſtorms, 

yet if they have ſea room enough, they are not 
much diſmayed : but if they find themſelves near 
the ſhore, they look upon their condition as very 
dangerous: the ſight of the ' ſhore is to them (as 
Solomon ſpeaks of the morning in another caſe) like 
the ſhadow of death, if not able to weather it. For 
one ' ſhip ſwallowed up in the ocean, many periſh 
upon the coaſt. LINE | 


APPLICATION. 


The greateſt. traits and difficulties that many 
faints meet with ia all their lives, is when they come 
neareſt to heaven, and- have almoſt finiſhed their 
courſe. Heaven, indeed, is a glorious place, the 
ſpacious, and royal manſion of the great king ; but 
diſſicilia quae pulcbra ; it hath a ſtrait and narrow 
entrance, Luke xm. 24. O the difficulty of arriv- 
ing there ! how many hard tugs in duty, what ear- 
neſt contention and ſtriving, even to an agony : as 
that word imports, Luke xin. 24. Multitudes put 
forth, and by profeſſion are bound for this farr ha- 


ſaved, (i. e.) they ate faved with very much diffi- 
culty. They have not all an abundant entrance, as 
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cen: but of the multitudes that put out, how few 
do arrive there ? A man may ſet out by a glorious 
profeſſion, with much reſolution, and continue lo 
therein ; he may offer very fair for it, and not be 
far from the kingdom of God, and yet not be able 
to enter at the laſt, Mat. vii. 222 err x 
Vea, and many of thoſe who are ſmcete in theit 
profeffion, and do artive at laſt, yet come to heaven 
(as I may ſay) by the gates of hell; and put in, as 
a poor weather-beaten veſſel comes into the har- 


bour, more hike a wreck than a ſhip, neither maſt 


nor ſail left, The tighteous themſelves are ſcarce 


the apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Pet. i. 11. | 27, e 

Some perſons (as one well notes) are afar. of, 
Eph. ii. 23. fi. e.) touched with no care of religion: 
ſome come near, but never enter, as ſemi- converts. 
See Matth. xii. 34. Others enter, but with great 
dificulty, they ate ſaved as by fire, 1 Cor: iii. 13. 
Make an hard ſhift, - But then there are ſome that 


= with full fail before the wind, and have an a- 


ndant entrance: they go triumphing out of the 
world.“ Ah! when we come into the narrow chan- 
nel, at the very point of entrance into life, the ſoul 
is then in the moſt ſerious frame; all things lool 
with a new face; conſcience ſcans our evidence moſt 
critically z then, alſo, Satan falls upon us, and makes 
his foreſt aſſults, and batteries. It is the laſt en- 
counter; if they efcape him how, they are gone out 
of his reach for ever: and if he cannot hinder their 
falyation, yet if he can but cloud their evening; and 
make them go groaning.and howling out of the 
world, he reaches another end by it, even to confirm 
and prejudice the wicked and weaken the hands of 
others that are looking towards teligion .. 
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REFLECTION. 


if this be ſo, hw inevitable is my * maß 
the carcleſs foul ſay? If they that ſtrive ſo much, 
and go (6 far, yet per iſh at Hat; and if the righte. 
dus themſelves: are — ſaved; then where ſhall 
ſuch an ungodly creature as 1 appear ? O Lord 
if they that have made religion their bufineſs; and 
have bern many years purſuing a work of mortifi- 
dation, have gone mourning after the Lord Jeſus, 
and walked humbly with God ; yet if ſome theſe 
have ſuch an hard tug at laſt, then what will be- 
come. of ſuch a vain, ſenſual; careleſs fleſh- -pleaſing 
wretch as I have been? ,, 

Again; Do ſaints find it ſo ſtrait. an entrante : 
Then; though I have well grounded hopes of fafe 
arrival at laſt ; yet let nie look to it; that I do not 
increaſe the difficulty: . Ah !. they are the things 
that are now done; ot omitted; that put conſdience 
into ſuch an agony. then; for then it comes to re- 
view the liſe with the moſt ſerious ye. O let me 
not ſtick my death bed full of thorns, againſt I come 
to lie down upon it. O that I may turh. to the 
wall, in that hour, as Hezekiah did; 2 Kings xx. 2; 
3. and ſay, © Remember now, O Lord, — Tha 
walked before thee in whey and with a perfett 
heart,” hs 1% 4 51 
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>. 66 Their panting fouls. oben they tug at cin 
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te Longing to be at reſt ! but then they find 
te The hardeſt tug of all is yet behind. 
& ſuſt at the harbour's mouth they ſee the wreck 
« Of ſouls there caſt away, and driven back. 
« A world of dang*rous rocks before it lie; 
& The hatbour's Varr'd, and now the winds blow high Xt 
« Thoughts now arife, fears multiply apace 3 
cc All things about them have another face. 
« Life blazes, juſt like an expiring light, 
« The ſoul's upon the lip prepar'd for Aight. 
6 Death, till the reſurrection, tears aad rends, 
© Out of each other's arms, two parting friends, 
« The ſoul and body. Ah! but more than ſo, 
« The devil falls upon them e're they go, 
& With new temptations, back'd with all his gpw'ry 
«« And ſeruples, kept on purpoſe for that hour, 
& This is the laſt encounter, now, ox never 3 
6 If he ſucceedeth now, they're gone for ever, 
& Thus in they put, with hardſkip at the laſt, 
& As ſhips out of a ſtorm, nor ſail, nor maſt + 
« Yet ſome go in before a wind, and have 
«© Their ſtreamer of aſſurance flying brave. 


Lord, give me cafier entrance, if thou pleaſe z 


« Or if I may not there arrive with caſe, 
«© Yet I beſeech thee, ſet me fate a-ſhore, 
« Tho' ſtormy winds at harbour's mouth ſhould roar, 
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c H AP. XXXII. 


How glad are ſeamen when they make the ſhore ? 
Aud ſaints, no leſs, when all their danger's o er. 


OBSERVATION. 


HAT joy is there among ſeamen, when at 


laſt, after a tedious and dangerous yoyage, 
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they deſcry land, and ſee the deſired haven before faith 


them? Then they turn out of their Jloathed unde 
cabins, and come - upon open deck with much joy, Be 
Pſalm cvii. 30. Then they are glad, becauſe they vils, u 


be quiet: So he bringeth them to their deſired ha. with 
ven.” Now they can reflect, with comfort, upon that | 


the many dangers they have paſt, O/im baec memin- O wh 
i ſe juvabit; it is ſweet to recount them. vine, 
whilſt 

ed as 

FF LICHTION 4 and ge 

; | a bod 

cried e 

But O what a tranſcendant joy, yea, raviſhing, what 1 

will over-run the hearts of ſaints, when, after b bold C 

many conflicts, temptations, and aMictions, they WW © all 

arrive in glory, and are harboured in heaven, where been 11 

they ſhall reſt forever! 2 Theſſ. i. 7. The ſcrip * 

na 


ture ſaith, © They ſhall ſing the ſong of Moſes, and 
of the Lamb,“ Rev. xv. 3. The ſong of Moſs that ſta 
was a triumphant ſong, compoſed for the celebs. there is 


tion of that glorious deliverance at the red ſa inner; 
The ſaints are now fluctuating upon a troubleſome logethe! 
and tempeſtuous ſea ; their hearts ſometimes ready the gen 
to ſink, and die within them, at the apprehenſin = arc 
of ſo many and great dangers and difficulties. Mz gh pr: 
ny a hard ſtorm they ride out, and many ſtraits ant Nom, 4 c 
troubles they here encounter with, but at laſt tho 2 ar 


arrive at their deſired and long expected have 
and then heaven rings and reſounds with their jo 
ful acclamations. And how can it be othervil 
when as ſoon as ever they ſet foot upon that glos 
ous ſhore, Chriſt himſelf meets and receives then 
with a“ Come ye bleſſed of my Father,” Matt : 
L234. ice! ired wor. 
xv. 34. O joyful voice ! O much deſired wor oe God 


— 
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xefote faith Paraeus, what tribulation. would not a man 
athed undergo for his word's ſake | 

u joy. Beſides, then they are perfectly freed from all e- 
e they vils, whether of ſin or ſuffering, and perfectly filled 
ed ha- with all deſired good. Now they ſhall join with 
upon that great aſſembly, in the high praiſes of God. 
nenn. O what a day will this be ! if, ſaid a worthy di- 


vine, Diagoras died away with an exceſs of joy, 
whilſt he embraced his three ſons that were crown- 
ed as victors in the Olympic games in one dav : 
and good old Simeon, when he ſaw Chriſt but in 
a body ſubject to the infirmities of our nature, 
cried out, + Now let thy ſervant depart in peace ;” 
what unſpeakable joy will it be to the ſaints, to be- 
hold Chrift in his glory, and ſee their godly relati- 
ons alſo (to whoſe converſion, perhaps, they have 


viſhing, 
after b 


* * been inſtrumental) all crowned, in one day, with 
_ Cori everlaſting diadems of bliſs ! and if the ſtars did, 
es 4 as Ignatus ſaith, make a choir, as it were, about 


+ Mots that ſtar, that appeared at Chriſt's incarnation, and 

1 there 1s ſuch joy in heaven at the converſion of a 
. a inner ; no wonder, then, the morning ſtars ſing 
e together, and the ſons of God ſhout for joy, when 


my the general aſſembly meet in heaven: O how will 
web the arches of heaven ring, and echo, when the 
bs "Mo high praiſes of God ſhall be in the mouth of ſuch 
_— of © <ongregation ! then ſhall the ſaints be joyful in 
1 glory, and ſing aloud upon their beds of everlaſting 


reſt, 


their 10] 
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REFLECTION. 


And is there ſuch a day approaching for the ſons 
of God, indeed ! and have I [authority] to call my- 
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ſelf one of the number! John i. 12. O then let 
me not droop at preſent difficulties, nor hang 
down my hands when I meet with hardſhips in the 
way. O my ſoul, what a joyful day will this be | 
for at preſent we are toſſed upon an ocean of troy. 
bles, fears, and temptations ; but theſe will make 
heaven the ſweeter. 

Chear up, then, O my ſoul, thy ſalvation is now 


nearer than when thou firſt believedſt, Rom. xii, 


11. and it will not now be long e're I receive the 
end of my faith, 1 Pet. i. 9. and then it will be 
ſweet to reflect even upon theſe hardſhips in the 
way. Yet a few days more, and then comes that 
bleſſed day thou haſt 1o long waited and pant:d 
for. Oppoſe the glory of. that day, O my ſoul, to 
thy preſent abaſures and ſufferings, as bleſſed Paul 
did, Rom. i. 18. and thou ſhalt ſee how it wil 
ſhrink them all up to nothing; oppoſe the inher- 
tance thou ſhalt receive in that day, to thy loſſa 
for Chriſt now ; and ſee how joyfully it will make 
thee bear them, Heb. x. 34. oppoſe the honor that 
will be put upon thee in that day, to thy preſent 
reproaches, and {ee how eaſy it will make them to 
thee, 1 Cor. iv. 5. What condition cn 
I be in, wherein the believing thoughts of this bleſ 
{ed day cannot relieve me ? 

Am T poor, here is that which anſwers poverty, 
Jam. iii. 5. © Hearken, my beloved brethren 
de hath not God choſen the poor of this world 
ce rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom?“ 

Am I] tempted ? here is relief againtt that, Re 
X11. 16, © Now is come ſalvation and ſirengti; 
« for the acculer of our brethren is caſt down, 
&c. a 

Am I deſerted ? here is a remedy for that to 
Rev. xxii. 5. And there ſhall be no nig. 
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CHRE'TOEM 


When Solomon in Iſrael firſt v king, 

« Heaven's arches, earth's foundation ſe:m'd to ring 
« With joyful exclamations ? how much more 

« Will heav'n reſound, when faints are come aſhore ! 
& How will the raviſh'd ſouls tranſported be, 


& At the firſt glimpſe of Chriſt ! whom they ſhall ſee 


& In all his glory; and ſhall live and move, 
cc Like ſalamandors, in the fire of love. 
4A flood of tears convey'd them to the gate 
& Where endleſs joys receiv'd them. Now the date 
&« Of all their ſorrows's out ; henceforth they walk. 
« In robes of glory, Now there's no more talk 
« Of feats, temptations, of that ſnare, or this : 
No ſerpent in that paradiſe doth hifs. 
«© No more deſertions, troubled thoughts, or tears; 
« Chriſt's full enjoyment ſuperſedes thoſe fears 
Delights of princes are all but toys 
To theſe delights, theſe are tranſcendent joys, 
4% The joys of Chriſt himſelf ; of what they are, 
* An Angel's tongue wou'd ſtammer to declare. 
*© Were our conceptions clear, did their tongue go 
* Unto their Ela, yet the note's too low. 
* What ! paint the fun too bright ! it cannot be ; 
Sure heaven ſuffers no hyperbole, 
„My thoughts are ſwallow'd up, my muſe doth tire, 
« And bangs her wings, conception ſoars no higher. 
* Give me a place among thy children there, 
« Altho* I ly with them in dungeon here. 


&c. Come then, my ſoul, let us enter 
upon our inheritance by degrees, and begin the life 
of heaven upon earth. 
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— 


— + 


— 
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I CONCLUDING SPEECH. 


HAVE. now done, and am looking to heaven 
for a bleſſing upon theſe weak labours ; what 
ule you will make of them, I know not, but this I 
know, that the day 1s coming, when God will reck- 
on with you for this, and all other helps and means 
afforded to you: and if it be not improved by you, 
be ſure it will be produced as a witneſs againſt you, 
Sirs, I beg you, in the name of Chriſt, before whom 
both you and I mult ſhortly appear, that you re- 
ceive not theſe things in vain. - Did 1 know what 
other lawful means to uſe that might reach your 
hearts, they ſhould not be in vain to you; but I 
cannot do God's part of the work, nor your's : on- 
ly I requeſt you all, both maſters, common men, 
and all others into whole hands this ſhall come, 
that you will lay to heart what you read ; pray un- 
to him that hath the key of the houſe of David, 
that openeth and no man ſhutteth, to open your 
hearts to give entertainment to theſe truths. Alas 
if you apply it not to yourſelves, I have laboured 
to no purpoſe ; the pen of the ſcribe is in vain : 
but God may make ſuch an application of them, 
in one ſtorm or another, as may make your heart 
to tremble. O firs ! when death and eternity look 
you in the face, conſcience may reflect upon theſe 
things to your horror and amazement, and make 
you cry out, as Prov. v. 12, 13. How have 1 
* hated knowledge, and my heart deſpiſed reproof 


— — 
—— 


a, 
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& and have not ebeyed the voice of my teacher, 
« nor inclined my ears to them that inſtructed 
« me? And O what a dreadful ſhrick will ſuch 
ſouls give, when the Lord opens their eyes to ſee 
that miſery that they are here warned of. But if the 
Lord ſhall bleſs theſe things, to your converſion, 
then we may ſay to yau, as Moſes did to Zebulun, 
the mariners tribe, Deut. xxxili. 12: © Rejoice 
« Zebulun in thy going out.” The Lord will be 
with you, which way ſoever you turn yourſelves ; 
and being in the boſom of the covenant, you are 
ſafe in the midſt of all dangers, O thou, that art 
the Father of ſpirits, that formedſt and canſt eaſily 
reform the heart, open thou the blind eye, unſtop 
the deaf ear, let the world take hold upon the 
heart. If thou wilt but ſay the word, theſe weak 
labours ſhall proſper, to bring home many loſt 
fouls unto thee. * 


A... 1 3 N. 
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